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Karami cabinet wins confidence 

BEIRUT (AP) — Prime Minister OmarKaranri’s newly formed haif- 
CJutsdan, hatf-Musfim government won a vote of confidence in parfia- 
meat Wednesday despite a right-wing Christian boycott. The vote, 
““oonced by Speaker Hnssein Hussemi, was 37-3. It capped six hoars of 
defiberatrons by 40 deputies of the parfiamenfs 67 surviving members. 

-The vote met K a ramT s desire to get his 30-man cahi n e * ii>«T»npft quickly 
and ready to face repercussions of a possible war in the Gulf after the 
United Nations Jan. IS for Iraq to withdraw from Kuwait. (see page 2) 
“The government of national reeondUatkm will definitely accelerate the 
peace process in Lebanon under the Taif accord,” Karami told reporters 
after the vote. He was alluding to an agreement worked out by parliament 
under the auspices of the Arab League in a special «««nn held in the 
^ aat ® ^ ra ^ an town of Taif in September 1988. In a poitcy statement 
before Parliament, Karami pledged his government would bring about a 
national reconciliation that would end nearly 16 years of civil war in 
Lebanon, disband all Christian and Muslim as well as non-Lebanese 
militias and shore up the shattered economy. 
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Kaddoumi, Ghozali meet in Geneva 

GENEVA (R) — Algeria's foreign minister and a senior Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) official conferred for an hour Wednesday 
at the Geneva hotel where U.S. -Iraqi talks on the Gulf crisis were going 
on, a hotel executive said. Foreign Munster Sid Ahmad Ghozali and PLO 
foreign policy chief Farouk Kaddoumi both arrived unexpectedly at the 
Geneva Intercontinental. Ghozali, who had flown to Geneva earlier in the 
day, later left the hotel where U.S. Secretary of State James Baker was 
holding talks with Iraqi Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz. His destination was 
not known. Kaddoumi told a reporter he expected to be briefed by Aziz 
after the talks. The PLO's stand on the Gulf crisis has been widely seen as 
sympathetic to Iraq. It was not clear whether GhozajjJaaLs^ken to Aziz 
or other Iraqi officials. Algiers is expected to h oTa meeting on 
the Gulf situation between Aziz and thng^foreigu ministers of the 
European Community, French President ^jranoois Mitterrand said oq 
W ednesday. The Algerian capital emerged as* compromise venue for the 
proposed meeting after the EC ministers declined to go to Baghdad and 
Aziz rejected a European venue. ,ij _ — - 
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* ^ ~ “ Jlran reviewing 

- : ; ^Ue« with Jordan 

e .NICOSIA (R) — Iran is optimis- 

k about a resumption in tfi- 

- ■ plomatic ties with Jordan cut 

Rafter the 1979 Islami c revolu- 
^tion, the Iranian news agency 
. -~: t " c -:-IRNA said. “The issue of re- 
;. ;r . ... ^<>sumptioii of ties is under study 
V - .-"1^ ^with a positive outlook in view of 
— .. . the repeated demands made by 

Jordanian religious, popular and 
[q l parliamentary groups during 
j u ^ t ^ ie ^ r v ^ t w Iran,” it quoted an 
Ch Ur j. informed source at the Iranian 
Foreign Ministry as saying. The 
source said recent statements by 
..... Yr^Si Prime Munster Mudar Badran 
' *■ : expressing a desire for renewed 
a ,‘ ' - - v ties would accelerate the pro- 
' cess. 


-'European 
'-i'll* delegation 

rives in Amman 

• ^ AMMAN (Petra) — A Euro- 
Arab parliamentary delegation 
: r— arrived in Amman Wednesday 
* on a two-day visit to the King- 

- - T". dom for talks with senior Jorda- 

:. nian officials. The delegation is 

- - • — ^ expected to hold talks with Up- 

per House of Parliament Speak- 

- er Ahma d A1 Lawri, Lower 
,“** House Speaker Abdul Latif Ara- 

. ’ biyat and Minister of Infonna- 
tion and acting Foreign Minister 
, ' Ibrahim Izzeddine. The talks will 

tackle the situation in the region, 
the developments in the Gulf 
. St crisis and its impact on the eco- 
.7 T J. nomic situation on the countries 
: _ 7 in the region and ways to prom- 
, " - ote cooperation between the 
Arab and European countries in 


- r n c-i 


the various fields. 
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Port workers 
i plan sit-in 

. AMMAN (XT.) 4* 

* Union of Jordanian Ports Work- 
. ■ ers wQl stage a sit-in Thursday at 

_ .7 1.00 p.m. in front of Parliament 
. 7 .to protest the economic siege 
_ . 7 imposed on the port of Aqaba. 
The sit-in will be followed by a 
. press conference in which the 
‘ J ration’s president, Sudqi A1 Fu- 
qaha, will talk about the econo- 
' mic effects of the siege which 
7’ harmed several sectors in the 
; k Kingdom. He will also propose 
" ways to confront tins siege. 

Belgium confirms 
v : hostage swap 

• BRUSSELS (AP) — The BcF 
- ; \ gian Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man confirmed Wednesday that 

..r. a Palestinian sentenced to a life 
term in Belgium will be ex- 
changed for a Belgian family 
held as hostages for three years 
in the Middle EasL “The princi- 
ple of an exchange was agreed 
upon some months ago,” said 
spokesman Johan Verbeke at a 
news conference. On Tuesday, 
*_ Walid Khaled, spokesman for 
- the Fateh Revolutionary Coun- 
dl, said it had released four 
^ Belgian hostages in exchange for 
r ' the Palestinian jailed in Bel- 
lliJ gunn. The four were said to be in 
“another country.” The spokes- 
man said a simultaneous ex- 
change would be “the most ele- 
'■■■■ gant” solution but he said tins 
- r was not an absolute condition. 


Death toil among 
U.S. 

Gulf forces hits 98 

DHAHRAN (R) Two men 
and a woman serving with U.S. 
forces in the Golf died in sepa- 
rate incidents this week taking 
the American death toll since 
die start of operation “Desert 
Shield” to 98. U.S. military 
statements said that the three 







' deaths were Monday. 

* y* Algeria prepares 
• S* demonstrations 

■ ' '• ALGIERS (R) — Algeria’s rat- 
U 5 ing National Liberation Front 
(RJi) is preparing mass anti- 
"1 1,;? war demonstrations throughout 
■ - ’ ^ the country if fighting breaks out 
5. s m the Golf, the party daily A1 

' : f-p 1 Moudjahid said Wednesday: 

-Ji “These demonstrations will be 
~ c , jg the start of a vast campaign to 
'y- req uire the end. of hostilities the 
~' Ch ~;Z evacuation of foreign troops 
$ from Arab countries and pcaos- 
\ ‘V fid resolution of Middle East 
: ^ pro ble ms,'* the paper said. A1 

Moudjahid said instructions had 
rJ been given to organise the do- 
' y p monstiations on the first day any 
fightrag broke out. 








No breakthrough in Geneva 

Baker, Aziz reaffirm positions; next step may be U.N. chiefs visit 
to Baghdad; Saddam issues fresh warning to Americans 


Combined agency dispatches 

SIX AND A half boors of talks 
between the foreign ministers of 
Iraq and the United States in 
Geneva on Wednesday failed to 
produce any breakthrough in 
efforts to resolve the five-month- 
old Gulf crisis. 

While Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Tareq Aziz said the talks would 
have produced better results if 
they had started earlier in the 
crisis, sparked by Iraq’s Aug. 2 
invasion of Kuwait, American 
Secretary of State James Baker 
said Iraq had shown no flexbflity 
in the discussions in Geneva. 

Id press conferences held after 
meetings, held at a hotel here, 
neither Baker nor Aziz showed 
any shift in the positions of the 
respective countries: The U.S. 
demanding unconditional with- 
drawal of Iraq from Kuwait and 
Iraq saying any solution to the 
Gulf crisis should come within 


the framework of comprehen- 
sively addressing all problems of 
the Middle East, with priority 
for the Palestinian problem. 

In dear, unambiguous tones, 
Aziz reaffirmed that Iraq was 
not underestimating the might of 
the multinational forces arrayed 
against it in the Gulf, and said 
the Iraqi people, “part of the 
courageous Arab nation,” were 
ready for “all worst expecta- 
tions.” 

Shortly after the conclusion of 
the talks. Saddam Hnssein told a 
meeting of senior aides in Bagh- 
dad that the Americans “will 
swim in their own blood” in the 
event of war in the Gulf. 

The Iraqi News Agency said 
Saddam met with senior mem- 
bers of the Arab Baath Socialist 
Party Wednesday night. 

Saddam told his aides “our 
armed forces and the great Iraqi 
people are ready for a show- 
down that will defeat the forces 


of aggression and infidelity. 
With the help of God, une- 
quivocal victory will be ours,” 
1NA reported. 

The agency quoted him as 
saying: “We are not among 
those who yield to pressure: You 
shall see what a trap the United 
States will fall into.” 

“Should the Americans be- 
come embroiled, we wifi make 
them swim in their own blood, 
God willing,” he said. 

He praised his army’s readi- 
ness for “a battle in the defence 
of the dignity of the Arab Na- 
tion.” 

Baker said in Geneva he had 
failed to persuade Iraq to with- 
draw from Kuwait. 

“Regrettably ladies and gent- 
lemen, in over six hours I heard 
nothing that suggested to me any 
Iraqi flexibility whatsoever,” 
Baker said. 

Minutes later, from the same 
podium at Geneva's Intercon- 


tinental Hotel, Aziz dramatically 
raised the stakes. 

Asked whether Iraq would 
attack Israel if war broke out, he 
replied bluntly: “Yes, absolutely 
yes.” But he said Baghdad 
would not attack Israel or any 
other party first 

As for the next step, Baker 
raised the possibility of using the 
U.N. secretary-general for furth- 
er diplomacy but ruled out a 
personal visit to Baghdad for a 
meeting with Saddam. Aziz said 
U.N. Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar was welcome in 
Iraq. 

Baker said that Aziz did not 
specifically say that Iraq would 
continue to bold onto Kuwait, 
but had left the impression it 
would. He said that Aziz only 
restated Iraq's previous posi- 
tions. 

Asked whether Aziz made any 
new proposal for withdrawal 
from Kuwait, Baker said that 


none had come up. 

He said “the time for talking is 
running out” and stressed at the 
28-nation anti-Iraq coalition led 
by the U.S. would stand 
together under the U.N. solu- 
tion to use force to expel Iraq 
from Kuwait if necessary. 

“Let us all hope that... (the 
Iraqi) leadership will choose the 
path of peace,” Baker said. 

Aziz accused Baker of malting 
threats during the talks but said 
Iraq would never yield to them. 

“The tone of his language was 
diplomatic and polite. I recipro- 
cated. But the substance was full 
of threats and I told him that we 
will not yield to threats,” the 
minister said. 

He said the meeting, called six 
days before a U.N. deadline 
expires for Iraq to withdraw its 
forces from Kuwait, was serious 
and both men had the opportun- 
ity to explain their views filly. 

(Continued cn page 5) 


Jordan would fight any Israeli assault 
with all its might, premier tells House 

• Kingdom would seek support from Syria, Iraq and Egypt 

• It will be a different ball game if Israel intervened 


By Abdullah Hawnat 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The prime minis- 
ter, Mr. Mudar Badran, 
Wednesday declared that Jordan 
would fight with all its militaiy 
capabilities any Israeli involve- 
ment against the Kingdom and 
would seek Arab help including 
that of Iraq, Syria and Egypt. 

“Syrian President Hafez A1 
Assad has assured me that any 
Israeli aggression against Jordan 
will be considered an aggression 
against Syria- and that he will 
intervene,” the prime minister 


told the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment in a statement on the cur- 
rent political situation in the 
region and Jordan. “We will ask 
for support and backing from 
Iraq, Syria and also Egypt,” 
Badran said. 

“Jordan is not an easy prey,” 
he asserted adding “we will fight 
any aggression with all our 
might.” 

The. prime minister accused 
the Jewish lobby in the U.S. and 
world Zionism of being responsi- 
ble for inflamin g American war 
sentiments. “Israel wants Iraq's 
military power destroyed,” Bad- 


ran said. 

The prime minister said that in 
case war broke out with. Israel, 
the whole equation would 
change because this would be an 
aggression on the Arab Nation. 

“If the Gulf states and people 
will afford that (Israeli aggres- 
sion) first priority over the con- 
flict in the Gulf,” Badran said. 

Badran said that a “linkage” 
between the Gulf crisis and the 
Palestinian-Israeli conflict need 
not be fundamental. Principles 
should be applied equally, he 
said, so that humanity would 
believe that the so-called new 


world order was based on peace 
and peoples’ well-being. 

The prime, minister's • stares 
ment was in response to a. mo- 
tion moved by Deputy Fans 
Nabulsi, (Amman — Democratic 
Bloc), who called on the govern- 
ment to mobilise the people to 
stand against the alliance “that is 
hostile to Iraq, Jordan, Palestine 
and the Arab Nation.” 

Asked by another deputy 
what Jordan’s position would be 
if Israel started transferring 
Palestinians from the occupied 

(Continued on page 5) 


Jordan closes border for evacuees 


By P.V. Vrvekanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan Wednesday 
dosed its border with Iraq for 
evacuees from Kuwait and Iraq 
and said bonier posts would be 
reopened only after the interna- 
tional continuity stepped in and 
set up an organised system to 
help deal with people leaving 
Kuwait and Iraq against the 
backdrop of a military conflict. 

The announcement of the do- 
sure, which followed repeated 
Jordanian appeals for interna- 
tional help and warnings that the 
Kingdom was unable to cope 
with any massive wave of eva- 
cuees, was made by the head of 
the Evacuee Welfare Commit- 
tee, Salameh Hamm ad, and 
further explained in Parliament 
by Prime Minister Mudar Bad- 
ran. 

“As of today, Wednesday, 
and until farther notice, we have 
dedded not to accept any eva- 


cuee from any nationality com- 
ing from Iraq and Kuwait unless 
special repatriation programmes 
have been prepared for their 
departure by their respective 
government and international 
organisations,” Hammad said in 
a brief statement carried by the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

The dosure order would be 
reversed and the border would 
be reopened as and when a 
well-planned system for extend- 
ing facilities for the evacuees is 
set in place with international 
support , Hammad said. 

The United Nations, which 
has drawn up a comprehensive 
programme for evacuation of' 
people from Iraq and Kuwait, 
has said that it is appealing to the 
international community for 
funds to place the system in 
place. 

Dr. Ali Attiqa, the resident 
representative of die United Na- 
tions Development Programme 
(UNDP), said Tuesday the U.N. 


would ensure that Jordan was 
compensated for the amount it 
spent on the evacuation process. 

Over $200 million had been 
raised in international contribu- 
tion to the evacuation process, 
but the bulk of it came in the 
form of relief supplies and little 
in cash to compensate Jordan for 
the expenses it incurred in ex- 
tending transport, health, water, 
power and health facilities for 
the evacuees durign August, 
September, October and 
November. 

Over 1.625 million people in- 
cluding Jordanians fleeing 
Kuwait and Iraq following the 
Aug. 2 Iraqi invasion of Kuwait 
came to Jordan, and the King- 
dom drew $56 million from 
its own resources to extend faci- 
lities to about 865,000 of them — 
third country nationals — with- 
out waiting for prior internation- 
al contribution. But the King- 
- dom received only $12 million in 
international donations, and re- 


peated efforts for the reimburse- 
ment of the rest have not been 
heeded, according to officials. 

“Jordan does not have the 
necessary resources to extend 
help to the repatriation process 
and help the evacuees,” Ham- 
mad said in his statement. 

Officials explained that Jorda- 
nians would be allowed in 
through the border post, situ- 
ated at A1 Ruweished, about 350 
kilometres northeast of Amman. 
Non-Jordanians who are not in 
need of help from the Jordanian 
government or any international 
agency to leave Jordan “might 
be allowed in but on a case-by- 
case basis,” said an official. 

Iraq does not allow journalists 
to arrive or leave by land except 
in cases where special permis- 
sions are issued. 

According to Prime Minister 
Badran, the closure was also 
prompted by a Saudi refusal to 

(Continued on page 5) 


250,000 settlers forecast 
In occupied territories 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israel’s updated 
master plan forecasts 250,000 
Jewish settlers will be living in 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip before 20 years pass, 
an Israeli newspaper reported 
Tuesday. 

The baric 1985 government 
plan was updated recently to 
take into account mass immigra- 
tion, tiie daily Haaretz said. In 
1990, 200,000 immigrants came 

to Israel, more than 90 per cent 
from the Soviet Union. 

The United States opposes 
Jewish settlements in the occu- 
pied territories. It has asked 
Israel specifically not to settle 
new Soviet immigrants in the 
occupied territories. 

About 1.7 million Palestinians 
live in the occupied territories. 

Interior ministry officials 
could not immediately be 

reached for comment on the 


Haaretz report. 

The Israeli government has 
said immigr ants are free to settle 
wherever they choose, but that 
there was no government policy 
directing them to the occupied 
territories. 

Haaretz said the government 
master plan forecasts the num- 
ber of Jewish settlers increasing 
from 66,500 at the end of 1988 to 
250,000 in the year 2010. Offi- 
cials have recently said the num- 
ber of settlers is now about 
100,000. 

They have maintained that 

fewer than 0.5 per cent of the 

Soviet Jews have moved to the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip since 
the wave of immigration began 
late in 1989. 

But a Western diplomatic offi- 
cial speaking on condition of 
anonymity said at least 3,500 

(Continued on page 5) 


Israel says its army on 
alert along borders 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — Israel 
has increased its military readi- 
ness, Israel Radio said Wednes- 
day. 

“The army is on alert in ail 
units, particularly the air force, 
intelligence and civilian defence. 
The army is closely following 
developments along the bor- 
ders,” the radio said, quoting 
military sources. 

It said the outcome of the 
Geneva meeting between U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
and Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Tareq Aziz would determine 
whether to continue the alert. 

Israel's air force and miliary 
intelligence have been on higher 
alert than usual since Iraq 
tookover Kuwait in August and 
threatened to attack the Jewish 
state with chemical weapons. 

The radio quoted the military 
sources as saying the chances of 
either an Iraqi missil e or chemic- 


al attack were low. 

The army said it would soon 
distribute gas masks to one mil- 
lion Israelis in rural areas. Ab- 
out 3.5 million Israelis have 
already received gas masks and 
protective lots against chemical 
weapons. 

Israeli Foreign Minister David 
Levy said Tuesday that Israel 
believes the Gulf crisis can end 
peacefully if security guarantees 
are put in place to protect Mid- 
dle Eastern states from Iraq’s 
military migh t. 

Levy’s remarks, as reported 
by Israel Radio and later by 
Israeli officials, appeared to sug- 
gest an easing of Israel’s stance 
On the Gulf. Until now officials 
have said repeatedly that the 
Jewish state would consider it- 
self endangered if the crisis en- 
ded with Iraq’s military power 

(Continued on page 5) 


Strike 

marks 

37th 

month of 
intifada 

RAMALLAH, occupied West 
Bank (Agencies) — Palestinians 
in the Israeli-occupied territories 
stayed home Wednesday to 
mark the monthly anniversary of 
the revolt against Israeli rule. 

Few cars interrupted the si- 
lence of the deserted streets fa 
the West Bank town of Ramal- 
lah. Only bakeries and pharma- 
cies remained open. 

Leaders of the United Lead- 
ership of the Uprising and the 
Muslim fundamentalist Hamas 
movement ordered the strike in 
separate leaflets late in Decem- 
ber and witnesses said it was 
observed throughout the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Since the intifada erupted on 
Dec. 9, 1987, the 1.75 million 
Palestinians fa the occupied ter- 
ritories observe partial strikes 
every afternoon and shut down 
completely on days designated 
by uprising leaders. 

The Israeli army Wednesday 
barred Jewish activists of the 
anti-Arab Kacb movement from 
demonstrating in the West Bank 
village of Yasuf, near Nablus. 

Kadi backers from the Jewish 
settlement of Tapuab beat up a 
policeman on Saturday after the 
militants raided the nearby vil- 
lage of Yasuf and fired at resi- 
dents’ homes, saying they had 
been stoned by the villagers. No 
one was hurt in the shooting. 

The Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) has sought 
an urgent Security Council meet- 
ing to condemn Israel's expul- 
sion of four Palestinians. 

A PLO-proposed resolution 
would condemn the expulsion, 
cal) upon Israel to ensure the 
safe return of all those expelled 
and demand that Israel im- 
mediately halt further expulsion 

U.N. officials said a formal 
request for a meeting had not 
been received Tuesday and it 
could not be determined 
whether a meeting would be 
held in the near future. 

On Dec. 20 the council 
adopted a resolution deploring 
Israel’s decision to resume ex- 
pulsion of Palestinian civilians 
and calling upon the secretary- 
general to urgently monitor the 
treatment of Palestinians by the 
Israeli authorities. 

Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar still is deliber- 
ating how to proceed in monitor- 
ing the situation. 

The United States, Israel’s 
dosest ally, has joined the coun- 
cil in condemning Israel's expul- 
sion policy and expulsions in the 
past and was expected to do so 
again. 

Perez de Cuellar, meanwhile, 
deplored Israel's expulsions and 
said that all those expelled must 
be allowed to return. 


King in Rome after 
talks in Luxembourg 


ROME (Agencies) — His 
Majesty King Hussein arrived 
here Wednesday from Luxem- 
bourg after talks with the leaders 
of Luxembourg, which holds the 
rotating presidency of the Euro- 
pean Community (EC), on the 
Gulf crisis. 

The King, who is accompa- 
nied by Her Majesty Queen 
Noor, Royal Court Chief Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker, Political Advi- 
sor Adrian Abu Odeh and Fore- 
ign Minister Taher A1 Masri, 
paid a courtesy call on Italian 
President Francisco Cossiga be- 
fore holding a round of talks 
with Prime Minister Guilio 
Andreotti. 

In Luxembourg, the King met 
with Prime Minister Jacques 
San ter and Foreign Minister Jac- 
ques Poos, on averting war in 
foe Gulf. 

“We certainly regard the role 
that our friends in Europe are 
playing is a very constructive 
role and I hope that the com- 


bined efforts and goodwill of all 
of us will finally prevail in pre- 
venting a disaster,” foe King 
told reporters at the airport. 

Of Iraq’s Aug. 2 takeover of 
Kuwait, the King said, “We are 
always against foe acquisition of 
territory by war or by annexa- 
tion.” 

King Hussein was met at the 
airport by Poos who made no 
comments. 

King Hussein first paid a cour- 
tesy visit to Luxembourg’s 
Grand Duke Jean, then met for 
30 minutes with Santer. After 
lunch, he met with Poos for 
about an hour. 

On Tuesday, German Foreign 
Minister Hans-Dietrich Gens- 
cher, in talks with King Hussein 
Tuesday, said Iraq bas to leave 
Kuwait. 

He said, however, foe EC 
promised to work towards settle- 
ment of other Mideast conflicts 
if Iraq agreed to withdraw. 


Jordan brings back 
six-day work week 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan is to 
switch bade to a six-day work 
week, with one day weekend, as 
of Saturday, Jan 12, 1991 when 
office hours mil start at eight in 
foe morning and end at two fa 
foe afternoon, similar to the 
situation before Oct. 6 when foe 
two-day weekend was intro- 
duced. 

The announcement came fa a 
government communique issued 
by the prime minister’s office 
Wednesday, more than three 
months after the introduction of 
the two-day weekend. 

The communique said that all 
government departments would 
return to foe original schedule," 


with the exception of certain 
departments which had been fol- 
lowing special arrangements 
concerning office hours, but all 
departments will continue to 
adhere to the special arrange- 
ments concerning reducing fuel 
consumption. 

Commenting on foe prime 
minister’s statement. Minister of 
Energy and Mineral Resources 
Thabet A1 Taher said that when 
foe government announced the 
five-day work week for govern- 
ment offices last October it said 
that foe arrangement would be 
for a trial period only and the 

(Continued on page 5) 


Aziz to meet EC 
‘troika’ in Algeria 


PARIS (Agencies) — Iraqi 
Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz has 
apparently agreed to attend Gulf 
crisis talks with foe European 
Community (EC) in Algiers, 
French President Francois Mit- 
terrand said Wednesday. 

Mmerand told a news confer- 
ence: “The 12 (EC states) have 
just taken an initiative which 
appears, I say appears because 
of caution, but I think I can say it 
with assuarance, to have the 
agreement of Mr. Tareq Aziz so 
that a meeting takes place. 
Simply it would take place in 
Algiers.” 


Community diplomats said 
Luxembourg, which currently 
holds foe EC presidency had 
made contact with Baghdad to 
propose foe talks. The foreign 
ministers of Luxembourg, Italy 
and the Netherlands would 
attend on behalf of foe commun- 
ity- , . 

The Swiss foreign mmistry 
said earlier Aziz had expressed 
readiness to discuss foe Gulf 
crisis with EC foreign ministers 
— but only in Baghdad. 

Ministry spokesman Marco 

(Continued on page 5) 


Muslim leaders pledge 
support for Iraq in jihad 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Muslim leaders meeting in Bagh- 
dad vowed Wednesday to back 
Iraq and President Saddam Hus- 
sein in jihad (holy war) against 
U.S.-led multinational forces m 
the Golf. 

“If confrontation takes 
place... their heads will be cut 
off and thrown into the sands of 
the desert,” Iraqi Deputy Prime 
Minister Taha Yassin Ramadan 
told delegates in the futuristic 
congress centre. 

In the capital’s streets outside 
.the British and U.S. embassies, 
hundreds of Iraqis roared “We 


love Saddam” and “Saddam go 
forward, we are your army." 

Some 350 pro-Iraqi Muslim 
clerics, scholars and politicians 
from foe Arab World, Turkey, 
Pakistan and Europe thronged 
foe meeting, by foe Islamic 
Popular Conference called to 
devise strategy against “conspir- 
acies batched by foe United 
States and its allies.” 

Sheikh Asaad Baiyud A1 
Tamimi, secretary -general of the 
Palestinian offshoot of the Isla- 
mic Jihad (holy war) movement, 

(Continued on page 5) 


Khamenei issues toughest 
yet warning to U.S. 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — As a 
high-ranking Iraqi delegation 
held its second day of talks in 
Tehran, Iran’s spiitual leader 
warned Wednesday that Muslim 
countries will block any efforts 
by Washington to role the Gulf. 

In a speech broadcast on 
Tehran Radio, Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei said “the Muslim na- 
tions mil not give America and 
other arrogant powers foe right 
to dictate, or demonstrate its 
sbow-of-force” in the Gulf. 

Addressing clerics and red- 
dents of Qom, the theological 
centre of Iran, Kbamanei said: 
“Is onr nation, and the nations 


of the region dead, that America 
can create a security system in 
the region for itself, and inter- 
fere in foe coming and going of 
ships and other affairs of the 
people.” 

As the crowd chanted “Death 
to America” and “Death to 
Israel,” Khamenei referred to 

the United States as the great 
Stan, and said:“This region be- 
longs to Muslims.” 

“We believe that arrogance 
and the great Satan will not be 
able to inflict any damage on the 
Islamic nation of Iran and the- 

(Continued on page 5) — 
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U.S. backs down on 
report of Iraqi ‘defectors’ 


WASHINGTON (R) — Embar- 
rassed U.S. defence officials 
Tuesday backed down on a report 
that six Iraqi helicopters had 
flown to Saudi Arabia apparent- 
ly carrying military defectors 
from Kuwait. 

Defence Department spokes- 
man Pete Williams, who 
announced Monday that the 
helicopters had flown to the 
kingdom, told reporters the Pen- 
tagon was now not so sure. 

The Saudis flatly denied the 
report and U.S. and Saudi offi- 
cials appeared to blame the re- 
port on one another. 

Williams was pressed by re-, 
porters at the Pentagon's regular 
Tuesday briefing on his state- 
ment late Monday that four heli- 
copters landed at Ras A! Khafji. 
just across the border from 
Kuwait. Two others landed in 
the desert, apparently after run- 
ning out of fuel 

“Let me put it this way,” he 
replied. “The United States has 
no independent word at this 
point on whether these reports 
are true or not true. We con- 
tinue to press for an answer.** 

He could offer no clear ex- 
planation of why the matter had 
not been cleared up between 
U.S. and Saudi military officials 
— who are supposed to be in 
close cooperation — more than 
IS hours after the original re- 
port. 

Williams said on Tuesday the 
original report was apparently 
sparked by a statement by a 
Saudi official in Dhahran Mon- 
day. But the Saudi Press Agency 
reported on Tuesday that De- 
fence Minister Prince Sultan Ben 


Abdul Aziz denied the defection 
report as “unfounded in form or 
content.” 

Marine Lieutenant-Colonel 
Stu Wagner, a Defence Depart- 
ment spokesman, said earlier on 
Tuesday: “All the reports have 
been Saudi government reports 
... We're in the process of trying 
to confirm it (the incident). *’ 

But Williams made no such 
distinction when he gave in- 
formation on the six helicopters 
to reporters late on Monday. He 
said the U.S. central command 
in Saudi Arabia was “releasing” 
the information. 

At the Tuesday briefing, Wil- 
liams said that “there were lots 
of reports yesterday about va- 
rious kinds of activity in that 
(Gulf) theatre of operation.” 

“There was also a report, or a 
statement, or an announcement, 
if you will, by Saudi officials that 
some helicopters had landed in 
Saudi Arabia,” he added. “Saudi 
officials higher up in the chain of 
command today are saying that 
those initial reports are not 
true." 1 

“But there are lots of little 
leads to chase down, and until 
they've all been chased down, I 
think prudence would dictate 
that we not try to take any 
further stabs at this until all of 
those leads have been chased 
down." 

On Monday night, Iraqi In- 
formation Minister Latif Nassif 
AJ Jassem dismissed the defec- 
tion report as baseless and un- 
founded. It was “wishful think- 
ing** designed to create “confu- 
sion,” he told the Iraqi News 
Agency. 


U.S. Congress wants to be 
heard before Gulf deadline 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
U.S. Congress is racing the 
calendar to vote on President 
Geroge Bush's war threat before 
next week, when a United Na- 
tions resolution authorising 
force against Iraq takes effect 

White House spokesman Mar- 
lin Fitzwater said Tuesday the 
administration believes the 
largely Democratic Congress will 
support the Republican presi- 
dent and authorise him to use 
force in the Gulf. 

One senior administration 
official, speaking on condiCkm of 
anonymity, said Bush wasmull- 
. ing over whether to send §f)ptter 
to Congress spelling out the, sort 
of endorsement he is seeking. 

But Sen. Edward Kennedy, a 
leading Democrat, predicted “a 
dose vote. This nation is not 
prepared to go to war when 
there are still are the diplomatic 
options and die peaceful options 
which are still there." Kennedy 
spoke on ABC-TVs "Good 
Morning America.” 

The House and Senate are 


expected to begin deliberations 
Thursday that likely will lead to 
a stark choice for lawmakers: 
Whether to back op the presi- 
dent's threat or to risk deflating 
ft. 

Thomas Foley, who leads 
Democrats in the Lower House 
of Congress, said Monday that 
the House will vote on the presi- 
dent’s Gulf policy Friday or 
Saturday. Senate procedures 
make the timing less certain 
there, but majority leader 
GeorgeMftcbell , ‘Saidlie wants a 
iteofer. before the Jan/ IS deadline 
jfer -Iraq's pullout- from Kuwait. 
«iu4*i" tfob’t know' what' tbe ,: out- 
come of the vote will be,” Mitch- 
ell told reporters on Tuesday. 
"It depends to a large extent on 
how the question is framed." 

Meanwhile, the House Fore- 
ign Affairs and Senate Foreign 
Relations Committees scheduled 
hearings. 

Bush “is going to send a mes- 
sage within 18 hours asking the 
Congress for support 


Hurd rules out nuclear 
weapons in Gulf conflict 


LONDON (R) — The U.S.-led 
military alliance lined op against 
Iraq in the Gulf will not use 
nuclear weapons if war breaks 
out, British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd said Tuesday. 

Asked about the possibility of 
commanders proposing the use 
of nuclear weapons to reduce 
casualties, Hurd told a British 
Broadcasting Corporation inter- 
view. “I can’t see circumstances 
in which that request would be 
made or granted.” 

Hurd said the United States in 
the past had ruled out the use 
of nuclear weapons against non- 
nuclear states. 

“I can't see circumstances in 


which they, or we, or the French 
would wish to change that,” 

Hurd said. 

\ 

Asked if the crisis would result 
in war, Hurd said: “It’s now 
more likely than not but there 
still is a chance. 

I believe Saddam Hussein is a 
man wbo likes surprises, who 
likes a touch of the theatre, who 
likes to astonish people. 

“I'm not at all surprised that 
be has remained intransigent up 
to now. The advantage of having 
a deadline. . .is that it does create 
the maximum pressure for a 
peaceful solution in the last 
days, that’s what we are in now.” 


ADC leader 

protests 
-FBI plans 

WASHINGTON (AP) — An 
Arab- American leader Tuesday 
' Criticised Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigations (FBI) plans to inter- 
view businessmen and commun- 
tiy figures of Middle Eastern 
descent as part of efforts to 
gather inforamtion about possi- 
ble attacks by Iraq. 

Albert Mokhiber. president of 
the American-Arab Anti- 
Discriminatlon Committee 
(ADC), said the FBI effort will 
only rekindle suspicion of Arab- 
Americans, which flared up fol- 
lowing Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait 
last August. 

The chairman of a house com- 
mittee that oversees the FBI also 
urged the bureau to exercise 
restraint in its efforts to get 
information about possible 
threats. 

“Inherent in the current crisis 
is the veiy real danger of damage 
to civi! liberties,” Rep. Don 
Edwards, who also is chairman 
of House Judiciary Subcommit- 
tee on Civil and Constitutional 
Rights, said in a statement. 

The FBI this week ordered 
field offices to interview more 
than 200 Arab- American busi- 
ness and community leaders to 
advise them on the bureau’s 
efforts to protect their civil rights 
against any anti-Arab backlash. 

The FBI said these leaders 
would also be asked to help the 
bureau assess possible threats 
and to supply any information : 
about such activity. 

But Mokhiber said the inter- 
views could have a “horrible 
chilling effect" on the rights of 
Arab- Americans. 

“Rather than helping us in 
ending discrimination against 
Arab- Americans, this is going to 
lead to more discrimination." 

Mokhiber cited the case of an 
Arab- American college profes- 
sor who learned from colleagues 
that the FBI had questioned 
university authorities about bis 
political beliefs. 

“The implication is if you have 
a political view that may differ 
from the administration, then 
you are a potential ten-orist," he 
said. “That is the wrong message 
to send to the Arab- American 
community. ^Aapy. Arab- 
Americans are. serving in. the 
' Gulf at' this' moment. 

• TOe;' organisation, which has 
received a dozen reports of FBI 
interviews in the last three days, 
is seeking a meeting with FBI 
Director William. Sessions to 
discuss the FBFs programme, 
Mokhiber said. 

FBI spokesman Thomas Jones 
denied that the effort amounted 
to harassment or would lead to 
discrimination against Arab- 
Americans. 

“ft certainly is not designed to 
dot that," Jones said. “We are 
the leading agency for counterter- 
rorism activities in the United 
States. As such we are carrying 
out our responsibilities.'’ 

Jones said the bureau was 
concerned that as the Jan. 15 
deadline for Iraqi withdrawal 
from Kuwait gets nearer the 
possibility of “backlash against 
elements of the Middle Eastern 
population is extremely high.” 

“We do want to let them know 
of our jurisdiction in the civil 
rights area and our responsibility 
in terms of counterterrorism and 
to seek any assistance and coop- 
eration in assessing any potential 
for terrorist activities." 

Edwards said that members of 
his subcommittee staff planned 
to meet Wednesday with FBI 
officials to discuss the program- 
me. 


Key U.S. lawmaker sees 

rapid Gulf victory 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
United States and its allies stand 
a good chance of scoring a quick 
victory over Iraq if war breaks 
out, with a probable 500 to 1,000 
U.S. fatalities, a key member of 
the U.S. Congress said Tuesday. 

Representative Les Aspin, 
chairman of the House of Repre- 
sentative Armed Services Com- 
mittee, said another 3,000 to 

3.000 U.S. soldiers would prob- 
ably be wounded m such a war. 

He made the comments in a 
35-page analysis of the military 
option in the Gulf based on 
three weeks of bearings by his 
committee last month. 

Aspin said the toll was accept- 
able to drive Iraq out of Kuwait 
and he would vote to authorise 
President George Bush to use 
military force if diplomacy fails. 

Both the House and Senate . 
were expected later this week to 
begin debating whether to au- 
thorise Bush to use U.S. troops 
to evict Iraqi forces from Kuwait 
if necessary. 

“While I believe the possibil- 
ity of achieving a ‘bloodless vic- 
tory* is small, the prospects for a 
rapid victory with light to mod- 
erate American casualties... are 
high," be said. 

“I judge the risk of a bloody 
campaign, with casualties in the 

10.000 to 20,000 range, including 
several thousand fatalities, to be 
small." Aspin said. 

Aspin predicted the war, if it 
comes, would begin with allied 
air strikes against chemical, nuc- 
lear and military targets in Iraq, 
move to massive air attacks on 


Iraqi forces in or near Kuwait 

and end with a ground assault to 
drive Iraq out of Kuwait. 

He said the objective would 
be to push Iraqi from Kuwait 
and not be to kill Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein or punish the 
Iraqis. 

Aspin said most U.S. forces in 
Saudi Arabia will be ready to 
fight on the U.N.-imposed dead- 
line of Jan. 15 for Iraq to leave 
Kuwait or face war. But he said 
the latest U.S. units sent to the 
region will not be ready until 
February, so it would be better if 
war came then. 

Aspin said he was confident 
most if not all the main allies in 
the U.S.-led coalition would join 
the air campaign against Iraq 
and the air-land campaign to 
force Iraq from Kuwait. 

“In particular, I believe that 
Arab forces are willing to engage 
Iraqi forces in Kuwait and that 
we should plan accordingly," he 
said. 

Aspin also said Iraq probably 
would try to break up foe coali- 
tion and draw Arab states to its 
side by attacking Israel, but that 
effort would probably fail. ] 

“Israel is likely to respond 
briefly and in kind, and our 
Arab allies are likely to keep on 
fighting Iraq," Aspin said. 

He said a Guff war would not 
be long and inconclusive like the 
war in Vietnam because there 
were no jungle to bide Iraq 
forces, neighbours to provide 
sanctuary or villagers in Saudi 
Arabia likely to support Iraq 
forces. 


Karami cabinet seeks 
confidence vote 


BEIRUT (AP) — Prime Minis- 
ter Omar Karami presented his 
newly formed half-Christian, 
half-Muslim government to par- 
liament Wednesday, seeking a 
vote of confidence despite a 
right-wing Christian boycott. 

Aides said Karami was trying 
to get his 30-man cabinet in- 
vested before foe Jan. 15 dead- 
line set for Iraq to withdraw 
from Kuwait because of prob- 
lems that war in foe Middle East 
could bring to Lebanon. 

Karami pledged his govern- 
ment would bring about a 
national*' reconciliation that 
would end nearly 16' years of 
civil war in Lebanon, disband all 
Christian and Muslim as well as 
non-Lebanese militias and shore 
up the shattered economy. 

By non-Lebanese, Karami 
appeared to indicate he would 
seek to disarm an estimated 
6,000 hardcore Palestinian guer- 
rillas based around foe port city 
of Sidon, provincial capital of 
South Lebanon. 

He also said in a policy state- 
ment he would seek internation- 
al assistance to pressure Israel 
into withdrawing from a border 
enclave it occupied in South 
Lebanon that would be brought 
under Lebanese army control 

“The south should be liber- 
ated completely from occupa- 
tion,” Karami said at the parlia- 
ment session that was attended 
by 40 of foe 67 surviving de- 
puties, more than enough for a 
quorum. 

Irael carved out the self- 
designated “security zone” over 
l.lCW square kilometres in 1985, 
when it withdrew the bulk of its 
occupation army at foe end of a 
three-year invasion. 

Karami said his government 
would “conclude agreements 
with Syria in all fields to bring 
about a distinguished rela- 
tionship serving foe interests of 


foe two sister countries with the 
framework of each's sovereignty 
and independence.” 

Rightis Christians led by 
George Saadeh’s Falauge Party 
and Samir Geagea's Lebanese 
Forces, the Christians' main 
militia, have charged that Kara- 
mi ’s cabinet was overwhelmingly 
tilted towards Syria. 

“As long as it remains imba- 
lanced, I ara not going to join 
this government," said Saadeh 
whose Falange Party is Leba- 
non’s largest rightist political 
force. 

Saddeh and Geagea, as well as 
.Michel Sassin, of foe National 
Libera] party, have refused r to 
take up the cabinet posts 
assigned to them. 

But they have vowed to keep 
their opposition within democra- 
tic rules and refrain from taking 
up arms against Kara m i’s adnri-' 
lustration. 

More than 150,000 people 
have been tilled since the avil 
war erupted In 1975. ft also 
caused up to SIS billion worth of 
destruction, by latest U.N. esti- 
mates. 

Karami 's aides say he is still 
hopeful! that back-stage efforts 
will eventually convince foe 
three boycotting ministers to 
change their minds. 

“But foe prime minister could | 
not wait for that to materialise 
with foe Jan. 15 Gulf deadline 
dosing in. He wants his govern- 
ment installed to cope with foe 
anticipated economic hazards 
and shortages,” said one aide. 
He spoke on condition be not be 
named. 

Beirut is already gripped by 
fuel and flour shortages. Motor- 
ists crowded fillin g stations and 
long queues formed up in front 
of bakeries Wednesday despite 
government assurances that it 
has enough stocks for four 
months. 


Turkish 

diplomat 

to head 
UNRWA 

united nations (R) — 

Veteran Turkish diplomat liter 
Turkmen was named Tuesday to 
head the U.N. agency that 
assises Palestinian refugees- 
He succeeds. GiOTgio 

Giacomelli of Italy, who has 

been commissioner-general of 
tfae Vienna-based U.N. Relief 
and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees (UNRWA) since May 
1985 and has been appointed to 
nm a new programme bringing 
together all U.N. anti-drug acti- 
vities. 

UNRWA provides health, 
education and relief services for 
2.3 million Palestinian refugees 
in Lebanon, Syria, Jordan and 
the Israeli-occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

Turkmen, 63, was Turkey’s 
foreign minister from 1980 to 
1983 and has been ambassador 
to France since 1988. 

He served as bis country’s 
U.N. representative in New 
York from 1985 to 1988 and 
from 1975 to 1978, and was 
permanent representative to foe 
U.N. office in Geneva from 1983 
to 1985. 

He has also headed Turkey's 
embassies in the Soviet Union 
(1972 to 1975) and Greece 
(1968-1972). 

Siad Barre 
appeals 
for peace 

NAIROBI (Agencies) — 
Embattled Somali President 
Mohammad Siad Barre 
appealed for peace Wednesday 
as fighting between loyalist 
troops and rebels in the capital 
Mogadishu dragged on into its 
llfo day in apparent stalemate. 

“The president outlined the 
huge problems brought about by 
foe civil war,’’ state-run Moga- 
dishu Radio said. 

“He said many people had 
been affected by foe war, many 
of them fleeing from their 
homes,” -said foe. radio, moni- 
tored by dbe British Broadcastr 
ing Corporation^ “He said some 
peopfe.nho fled-their homes hacj 
died of - starvation” , . 

But Siad Bane's latest appeal 
for peace looked set to fall on 
deaf ears. 

The United Somali Congress 
(USC), one of the strongest re- 
bel groups fighting to oust Siad 
Barre, a former army comman- 
der who took power in a 1969 
coup, rejected calls he made last 
week for a ceasefire and peace 
talks. 

. Earlier Wednesday, the rebels 
dismissed a peace plan put for- 
ward by Italy, a former colonial 
power in the impoverished Horn 
of Africa country. 

Under the plan, drawn up by 
Italy's ambassador in Mogadishu 
with Italian government approv- 
al, Siad Barre would remain 
head of state but relinquish most 
of his powers to a transitional 
government of national unity. 

“The regime of Siad Barre is 
in pieces. It is inconceivable that 
just at such a time foe I talians 
ask us to keep it alive," said 
Abdullahi Hussein Abdi, a USC 
official in Rome. 

The military situation in 
Mogadishu was confused with 
little independent information 
reaching foe outside world. 
Telephone and telex lines to foe 
city have been cut for more than 
a week. 
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Maghreb parliament backs Iraq 

ALGIERS CR> - TJf 

from five North African srates, «P _ « “The parfrasw 
Wednesday in the event of ' ® ^ *cevettt^^^| 

declares iteroh^tywth passed 

ma formed the Arab Jwagnre E(mjpe The p^ 

£ deputies from each country, Egg 

deoloved in the Gulf and accused them of seewng ro 
wS^Sd destroy the military potenuai 

achievement of foe whole Arab Nation- The depul^a^^g 

2ta£ucted U-N^efforts to solve the Palestinian issue. They 

called for protection of human rights m their romttro- 

support for moves towards democracy. A 

theneed to “support human rights and protetf 

and expand democratic practices in the Maghreb countries.^ 

Libya: Clothes, medicine exempt from bang 

TUNIS (R) — Libyan leader Mu ram ar Qadhafi has toldfore 
United Nations food, medicine and clothes an 
sanctions against Iraq, the news agency JANA said Wednescjgg 
“Banning food, medicine and clothes for Iraq is not mduded.^ 
foe U N. Char ter or humanitarian charters,” Qadhafi said to ® 
letter sent to U.N. Secretary-General Javier Perez de Cucflaroi^ 
Tuesday. Libya believes foe embargo resolution adopted by ffky 
Security Council covers “products having a link with war; ^ 
Qadhafi added. The U.N. Security Council banned all shi pment ^ 
to Iraq after foe invasion of Kuwait on Aug. 2. A U.N. cormratte^ 
decides whether to allow medicine mid food sent t o Iraq foe 
humanitarian reasons. “I do not think foe world accepts theS 
embargo (of food, medicine and clothes) as ft would mean a death? 
sentence for foe sick, elderly and children ... which Libyan 
rejects,” Qadhafi said. He said petroleum, arms and chemka# 
weapons were products linked to war and a ban on sending them^ 
to Iraq was reasonable. 

Japan opposition begins mission 

TOKYO (R) — The chief of Japan's leading opposition party toft ■ 
Tokyo Wednesday in hopes of meeting foe presidents of France ; 
and Iraq to discuss foe Gulf crisis, although neither has yet agreed 
to see her, a party official said. Takako Doi of the Japan Socialist 
Party (JSP) will fly first to Paris, where she hopes to meet 
President Francois Mitterrand despite not yet having received a: 
reply to her request for a meeting, the official said. She plans to ■ 
arrive in Baghdad Saturday, but has no scheduled meetings with * 
any officials, including President Saddam Hussein. 

Commonwealth meeting postponed 

LONDON (R) — Talks on foe future role of the Commonwealfo 
tty 10 of its leaders have been postponed because of the Gulf 
crisis, the Commonwealfo secretariat announced on Tuesday. 
They were to have met on Jan. 21 and 22 in London. 
Commonwealfo Secretary-General Chief Emeka Anyaoku of 
Nigeria contacted leaders of Australia, the Bahamas, Bri tarn* 
Canada, India, Jamaica, Malaysia, Nigeria. Singapore 5 r andf 
Zambia to tell them foe meeting bad been cancelled, fftor 
meeting was called following a 1989 Commonwealth sunrasfto 
study whether the group's institutions were equipped for ibe 
1990s. It is now expected to take place later this year. 

- •, I* , * 

.Stripper urged. tp forget Gulf show 

■ Lf)NpON (R) — Admirers .of a Ripper called Charisma who is 
set to enteftaln U.S. troops in the Gulf have launched a petition 
to keep her in their northern English pub. “They (pub regulars) 
are so annoyed they are getting a petition together to keep her in 
Bradford," striptease agency chief Bob Brogden said Tuesday* 
But 21-year-old Charisma, whose Gulf wardrobe will include i 
combat jacket and a fake gun, was adamant about foe change of 
venue. “I can't wait tp get over there ... ft should be fun.”. 
Charisma, whose offstage name is Fiona Henderson, wfll be 
earning £600 ($1,200) a week, to disrobe for troops along with two 
other British strippers aboard U.S, ships. She criticised foe 
Ministry^ of Defence for banning similar entertainment for British 
troops. “I think the Defence Ministry are being toffee-nosed not 
totting the British troops get an eyeful of us girls too," she said. 

It would boost morale. And they should send out a couple of 
male strippers for the wrens (female troops) out there.” 

British Phantom crashes off Cyprus 

NICOSIA (R) — A British F-4 Phantom fighter-bomber crashed 
m the Mediterranean off Cyprus but both pilots ejected safely a 
Bntish mihtary spokesman said Wednesday. The plane was on a 
routine training flight from the royal air force base of Akrotiri 
when it crashed 24 kilometres off the southern town of Limassol 
Tuesday. Helicopters plucked foe two pilots from foe sea and 

oteer^tion* 0 * mffitary hos P ltal w bere they were detained for 

Saudi radio to broadcast round the clock 

Saud * i V a f jia ’ s fofoo said Wednesday that 
c br oadcast round the dock with immediate effect, the 
Saudi Pn»s Agency (SPA) reported. The announcement did not 

to extend its 

•¥"7 a U-N. ultimatum forftaq totoaw 
Kuwait or face explusion by force. ^ ° Ieavc . 
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Assemblies of God Church, Tel. 
632785. 

SC Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church eff the Aannadaflau Tel. 
637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661757 
Tcnratanta Chare* Tel: 622366 
Charch of the Annudadon TeL 
623541. 

Anglican Omrch TeL 625383. TeL 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Charch Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Charch Tel. 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
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Evangelical Lutheran Charch Tel: 
811295. 
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WEATHER 

Bulletin snppSed by die Department of 
Meteorology. 

It «31 be partly doudy and winds 
win be easterly moderate. -In Aqaba, 
winds win be northerly moderate and 
ym calm. 

MuL/max- temp. 

Amman 3/14 

Aqaba 9/ 21 

Deserts 2/15 

Jordan Valley 10/22 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 13. Aqaba 20. Humidity readings: 
Amman 66 per cent. Aqaba 38 per 
cenL 
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USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Hassan Haddad 731267 

Dr. Saleh Zayed 790677 

Dr.NabilAlMarqad 776046 

Dr. Khalil Al Jabah 740740 

Hras pharmacy 6619 12 

Ferdcms pharmacy 778336 

Ai Asema pharmacy .....637055 

Nauoukfa pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoob pharmacy 644945 

Shmcfcani pharmacy 637660 

flUUD: 

Dr. Mohammad AlTaani ( — ) 

Ai Sbaraa 1 pharmacy (275825) 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Mufeed Dtounra 
Kbalifch pharmacy .. 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Cml Defence Department 661111 

GvO Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police ..... 192.621111.637777 
Fin: Brigade 891228 


Blood Bank' 775121 

Highway PoKce 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PnbHc Security Department .... 630321 

Hold Complaints 605600 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints... 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complains ,...787111 

Telephone In forma tion 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abddi Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 7^111 

Radio Jordan - 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. J. Amu... 644281/6 

AkHch Maternity. J. Amu.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 664171/4 

S hmcw a n i Hospital 669131 

Umvcrsiiy Hospital 845845 


■ AJ-Muaahcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Afali, Abdah '664164/6 

Italian, AFMubsjreen 777101/3 

AJ-Basbir. J. Astarafieh 7751 11/26 

Army, Marita — 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amd Hospital 674155 

ZAJWJA: 

ZarqaGovt. Hospital 109)983323 

Zaraa National Hospital .. (09)991071 

Ibn Sins Hospital (091986732 

OBIDz 

Princess &asma Hospital ~ (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

IbnAJNafccs Hospital. 1021247100 

AQABA; 

Princess Ha ya Hospital (03)314111 

FOR THE TEA VELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information is snppUcd by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at (be Queen Aba International 
Airport TeL (0g)5320(J-S. where it 
should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

10:15 Riyadh (RJ) 


M--38 New Delhi (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

Dubai, Atm Dhabi (RJ) 

W5S Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

17:25 Larnaca (RJ) 

17s3 ® London (RJ) 

1&80 .... New Yorit, Amsterdam (RJ) 
Aqaba (RJ) 

1930 Calcutta. Bangkok (RJ) 

28:10 Casablanca (RJ) 

2fc45 Rome (RJ) 


Other nights (Terminal 2 ) 

18J# Sanaa (LH) 

13eO0 ..... ... Riyadh (SV) 

1&20 Istanbul. Ankara (TK) 

16=38 Dubai (EK) 

1&35 Muscat, Bahrain (GF) 

1 MS - Cairo (MS) 

UfeSO Amsterdam. Istanbul (JCT ) 

1*15 Frankfurt (LH) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) nights 
(Terminal (1) 

11*5 Romeraj) 

l* 9 ® London (RJ) 

1*15 Paris (RJ) 

14dl® ........................ Larnaca iRJ) 

17:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

2M5 ........ Bahrain, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 


£2 5^“^ 

a==rSB88 

Kuala Lumpur, Singapore (RJ) 
Ws45 Muscat (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal ( 2 ) 

D»nasa». Paris (AF) 

22 Frankfort (LH) 

Riyadh (SV) 

S3 ::::::::::: JESMSaffi 

MARKET prices 

UppetBowe, price in Os per kg. 

a;* 

Banana (Mukammar) 450/400 

rSSLZ «0/400 




C““unteri (large) JS 

■— 360/30? 

iJS 0 ' 150 



Marrow (large) . . J?® 

Marrow (smaH) 3*^12 

Onion (green) " 

6 n£r:”: - 00/500 


Radish 310/260 

180 / 120 


450/350 

KSSj: 140/100 

JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tet 773111-1 9 

PROGRAMME one 

1M8 

JW5 

St 

14 . i • Spotta programme 

* Rdigious seminar 

— — Feature fthn 

i&m 

programme 

m-m — Programme review 

2 s^i News in A ra bic 

Ti.jn Local programme 

Sae Arabic series 

News summary in Arabic 

TWO 

iy ne - Documentary 

IJ.JJ — News in French 

I9I30 - — Documentary 

ism ” News in Hebcew 

■ m - gg * News in Arabic 

22.-6B Shakespeare 

News in Fwgfirii 

Detective ia the House 


85:12 ... 
0<k32 


— Pajr' 


U 43 (Sambas) Data 

14:39 Dhnbr 

18:15 — — 


Home News 
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N ^Queen briefs society on 
rN impact of crisis on Jordan 


ROME (J.T.) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor met Wednesday in 
Bonn with the president and 
members of the Jordanian- 
German Friendship Society and 
briefed them on the socio- 
economic impact of the Golf 
crisis on Jordan. 

Queen Noor outlined areas in 
which international cooperation 
and assistance wore urgently 
needed. The Queen also ex- 
pressed her appreciation of the 
society’s efforts over the past 27 


years in promoting better under- 
standing and closer cooperation 
between Jordanian and German 
nationals and thanked the socie- 
ty for its constitution to die relief 
efforts. 

In Luxembourg, during a lun- 
cheon hosted by die Grand 
Docbcsse, Queen Noor briefed 
those concerned with interna- 
tional assistance on Jordan’s car- 
rent cnrcumstances and plans for 
cooperation in sodo-ecoaomic 
development efforts. 


Peace group urges dialogue, 
international peace conference 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A peace 
group currently on a visit to 
‘PtfjChi Amman proposed Wednesday 
that all peace groups unite under 
the auspices of the United Na- 
, _ • tions Non-Governmental Orga- 
" nisations (NGOs) and called the 
NGOs to hold a symbolic peace 
conference in a denxQitarised 
Kuwait or in Amman . 

- The group, Peace Volunteers 

in the Middle East, issued a 
' ; • pre^s release at a press confcr- 
_ ence in which delegations repre- 
... smiting peace organisations from 
.. . . ' the U.S., Australia and other 
V ~ : countries took. part. 

Following is the text of the' 
__ ' . * press release: 

_ ‘ ■< ' Since the 12th of October six 

■™ delegations of the Italian Peace 
Volunteers for the Middle East 
jrtn .. have been continuously, in re- 
efvoMng shifts, in Baghdad to 
t promote dialogue and friendship 

instead of hostility and war. 

Hie volunteers belong to 
different non-violent, ecological, 
religious and solidarity organisa- 
tions, including Pax Christi, War 
: Resisters, International Fel- 

lowship of Reconciliation, Milit- 
ary Tax Resisters. Kronos 1991 
and Manhese. 

We suggested and opened 
with the Iraqi Peace and 


-Friendship Committee, the 
Peace Cannp in Baghdad where 
all international delegations are 
now hosted. Additionally we 
were involved from the begin- 
ning with the Gulf Peace Camp 
located between the Iraqi and 
the Saadi Arabian border. 

Through our involvement in 
tiie Peace Camps we have met 
the many international delega- 
tions who have come to Iraq 
with their various requests and 
messages of peace. 

We thfok it is essential at this 
time of crisis for all the interna* 
tional peace groups to unite 
under the auspieces of the Un- 
ited Nations Non-Governmental 
Organisations. 

Now we are calling for United 
Nations NGO’s (Non- 
governmental Organisations) to 
hold symbolically an internation- 
al peace conference in a de- 
militarised Kuwait, for a global 
negotiation on all Middle East 
issues. The alternative location 
to Kuwait would be Amman, 
Jordan. This proposal has been 
presented to the Iraqi Foreign 
Ministry, the Office of Crown 
Prince Hassan of Jordan, and 
the United Nations, where it was 
received with strong interest. 


Teachers demand union 


By Odeh Odefa 

Special to the Jordan Tones 


AMMAN — Representatives of cussed in the presence of the 
teachers employed by the Minis - Cabinet in Parliament later,” 
try of Education held a meeting said Mr. Yousef in his statement 
at the Professional Association to AlRa’i and the Jordan Times. 

Complex in Amman Wednesday - Mr. Yousef, who addressed 
and demanded that they, have the meeting earlier, urged all 
their own Me back* efforts 'for' tiie.' 

of their own affairs. , formation of the onion which, he 

"■‘fWe! refusfc any ittbstitutc ft# j/ Skid; is quite Vi^lq iidw' ' priderj 


a union, like dubs or leagues' 
and we demand that a teacher’s 
onion be set up as soon as 
possible,” said the teacher’s rep- 
resentatives at die meeting. 

The meeting was held after a 
statement by Education Minister 
Abdullah AI Akafleh who wel- 
comed die idea of a teachers 
anion.- “Special attention is 
needed for the educational sec- 
tor and we must provide for the 
setting op of a union to help 
promote the teacher’s work and 
protect their interests,” Akafleh 
said recently. 

“Jordanian teachers have 
been vanguards in the process of 
constructing Jordan, providing 
education to the new genera- 
tions at all levels,” said the 
spokesman for the group at the 
meeting. 

Mr. Ahmad Yousef, who is 
beading a follow-up committee 
for the creation of the uiuon, 
said that be bad been in-contact 
with Various parliamentary blocs 
in order to pave the ground for 
the . birth of the new union. 
“Eleven deputies have adopted 
and supported tiie project and 
the whole question will be dis- 


democratic rule in the Kingdom. 

Another speaker, Kamel Frei- 
jat, said that a teacher’s union is 
not a political party but ratiier an 
entity helping to promote the 
teaching profession and protect- 
ing the teacher’s interests. 

A school principal, Fairus 
Qammoh, said that Jordan has 
nearly 60,000 men and women 
teachers who deserve to have a 
union of their own and contri- 
bute to the country’s develop- 
ment. 

Other speakers said that the 
teachers union would not have 
any political ends and would 
rather serve the country’s in- 
terests working along with the 
other unions and associations 
and protecting the teachers in- 
terests. 

They said that the demand for 
a teacher’s onion was quite 
legitimate under democracy 
rule. 

Towards the end of the meet- 
ing it was agreed that the 
teacher’s representatives gather 
again Wednesday at the Profes- 
sional Association Complex to 
discuss die issue of the projected 
union. 


Jordan Times 
Tel: 667171 



NOTICE 


1 am «r» / Amman, 

ll>, order to take care of the interest of the Sri Lankan citizens, 
providing assistance and communicating with them as soon as 
possible in the event of any need to them and for the sake of 
facilitating the business of the Consulate, ail Sri Lankan citizens 
residing in Jordan are requested to report to the consulate as 
soon as possible at its offices at Jabal Amman, First Circle, near 
Math as Hospital, P.O. Box 3096 phone 645311. 645312 for the 
pfopose of registering their names and providing it with the 
following information: the name in fuD with the number and place 
and date of issue of the passport, the place of residence in 
Jordan with the number of telephone if any in addition to their 

addresses in Sri Lanka. 

Citizens who can not report personalty to the consulate are 
requested to send the required particulars by mail as soon as 
possible. 

Also the employers of these citizens are kindly requested to 
Inform them and let them have access to this notice and its 
contents in order to safeguard the interest of all parties 
concerned. — 



Hb Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, Wednesday meets with Roman Catholic 
P atriarch of Jerusalem Michel Sabbah and senior 


Christian clergy in Jordan (Photo Yousef AI 
’Adas) 


Prince Hassan, patriarch 
of Jerusalem hold talks 


By Caroime Faraj 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein’s current tour in Europe 
e nhances the Kingdom’s con- 
tinuing endeavours to not only 
find a solution to the Gulf crisis, 
but to establish peace in the 
whole Middle East region. His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent, said 
Wednesday. 

Speaking daring a meeting 
with Roman Catholic Patriarch 
of Jerusalem Michel Sabbah and 


several senior Christian clergy in 
Jordan, the Regent said that the 
King had always been keen on 
pursuing efforts to achieve peace 
in the Middle East and in the 
occupied Arab territories. 

The Regent underlined the 
need for establishing a dialogue 
based on mutual trust within the 
society and for enhancing the 
concept of political pluralism 
which is provided for in the 
national charter. 

The region’s problems, the 
Regent said, demand rational 
and brave stands on the part of 


the society and not religious 
fanaticism. 

The Regent criticised fanatic- 
ism in certain Christian and 
Muslim societies, especially in 
the United States. 

At the outset of the meeting 
the patriarch delivered a speech 
lauding the Regent's efforts and 
pledging continued prayers for 
peace in the region. 

Present at the meeting was 
Chief Chamberlain Prince Raad 
Ben Zeid and Minister of In- 
formation Ibrahim Izzeddin. 


Regent warns of consequences 
of military confrontation in Gulf 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, Wednesday briefed 
a group of American students on 
: Jordan’s endeavours to find a 
| solution to the Gulf crisis within 
the Arab framework and ex- 
pressed hope that the Baker- 
Adz meeting in Geneva would 
find a . breakthrough in the 


is currently on a tour of the 
region urging leaders to work for 
peace. 

The students, who came from 
a number of American universi- 
ties, heard Prince Hassan stres- 
sing that an Arab solution to the 
crisis would contribute most 
positively towards the imple- 
mentation of the international 


at all levels to reach a settle- 
ment. 

The Regent also briefed the 
visiting group on Jordan's suffer- 
ings and said the Kingdom was 
die country the worst affected by 
the Golf crisis. 

He urged the international 
community to come to Jordan’s 
^assistance- and. hon our its, fin an- 


searcb for legitimacy. . .... ^assistance - and, hononr its,finan- 

.. } s.r* M ■ • ,„,Jhe" Regent warned of the - dal commitments, to .the country 

The L^member grajp affihj ‘ "grave consequences of a military ' which: has served ,as a hfiyen for 
ated to an association called confrontation in the Gulf and hundreds of thousands of eva- 
“FeDowship for Reconciliation ” said Jordan was pursuing efforts cnees from the Gulf. 


hundreds of thousands of eva- 
cuees from the Gulf. 


Ortega stresses need to 
settle Gulf crisis peacefully 


By Serene Halasa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Former Nicara- 
guan President Daniel Ortega 
arrived in Amman Tuesday for 
die third time in this region since 
the start of the Gulf crisis on 
Aug. 2. Ortega, bead of the 
opposition leftist Sandinista 
National liberation Front, says 
that now he has a dearer under- 
standing on the situation in the 
Golf, after holding talks with 
several world leaders including 
French President Francois Mit- 
terrand, former German Chan- 
cellor Willy Brandt and United 
Nations Secretary General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar. 

During his meeting with de 
Cnellar, which took place Mon- 
day, one day after de Cuellar's 
meetings with United States 
President George Bush, Ortega 
said that they both stressed on 
the need to end die Gulf crisis 
peacefully. “Perez de Cuellar 
told me that the Jan. 15 deadline 
is not a deadline and it does not' 
allow any country to use force. 
He (de Cuellar) is trying to 
interpret it (U.N. resolution 
668) differently,” Ortega told 
die Jordan Times in an exclusive 
interview. 

According to diplomatic 
sources close to the United Na- 
tions, de Cuellar is considering a 
last minute visit to Iraq if the 


Aziz-Baker talks in Geneva fail. 

Abont his talks with the 
French President Mitterrand, 
Ortega said that both leaders 
shared a similar point of view, 
which is to avert war in the 
Middle East. “Mitterrand said 
he was worried about the Jan. 15 
deadline,” Ortega said, adding 
that it was because he (Mitter- 
rand) feared that the Americans 
will start firing immediately after 
the deadline.” 

Ortega also added chat at the 
be ginning of the crisis Europe 
felt that it was “left aside” by the 
Americans, bnt -that now 
Europe was trying to take a 
different approach to solving the 
crisis. ‘T believe that France is 
taking an independent position 
by trying to work on an initiative 
in favour of a peaceful solution. 
Britain's position (on the other 
hand) is still following that of the 
United States,” Ortega said. 

Wednesday the European 
Community offered to meet Ira- 
qi Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz 
in Algiers in the next few days. 
£C diplomats said. 

Ortega Wednesday met with 
Crown Prince Hassan. He said 
that they both shared an interest 
in the Aziz-Baker meeting in 
Geneva; stressing the need to 
continue exerting efforts to 
peacefully solve die Golf crisis, 
“if the results of the meeting in 
Geneva are positive, we will 
endorse these results, bnt if the 


meetings fail then we will doable 
oar efforts in order to reach a 
peaceful settlement. We will 
keep a window open,” Ortega 
said. 

Earlier last week Ortega said 
in a press conference that his 
proposal represented “the spirit 
of the third world.” According 
to his proposal, Iraqi troops 
would start a gradual withdrawal 
from the Kuwaiti territories in 
return for a pledge by the United 
Nations permanent members 
and the international community 
to hold an international confer- 
ence on removing all weapons of 
destruction in the area, and a 
United Nations Security Council 
resolution calling for die Israeli 
withdrawal from the occupied 
territories. 

“If Israel rejects this... the 
Security Council should then call 
for the application of sanctions 
just as it did in the case of Iraq 
and Kuwait,” Ortega had said in 
the press conference. 

Ortega conceded that there 
was an urgency in launching his 
proposal, but said tbat this did 
not necessarily mean that it 
should be launched before Jan. 
15 because “in principle we are 
against the deadline,” Ortega 
said. 

Ortega, who toured the Baqaa 
refugee camps Wednesday, will 
leave Amman for Baghdad Fri- 
day to meet with Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein. 


Arab- American committee head 
appeals to world to stave off war 


AMMAN (Petra) — The head 
of an Arab- American committee 
a gainst military intervention in 
tiie Gulf has appealed to various 
nations and world organisations 
to urge the United States admi- 
nistration to end its escalation, of 
tension and the beating of war 

drams. 

Dr. Mohammad Hnssein 
Bo mini said in a statement here 
that majority of families in the 
United States, who have their 
sons serving in the multinational 
force in the Gulf, are opposed to 
the idea of war with Iraq and are 
willin g to come to tile region and 


form a human barrier along the 
Sandi-Iraqi borders to prevent 
tire outbreak of a war. 

“In the coming days prayers 
wifi be held throughout the Un- 
ited States and tents will be 
pitched in front of the U.S. 
Congress buildings to back the 
American people’s demand for 
peace,” Dr. Bonrini said. 

Dr. Bonrini said tbat the 
Zionist circles in tiie United 
States were instigating the Bush 
ad ministra tion to escalate ten- 
sion leading to war so that Iraq’s 
military power could be des- 
troyed. 


Bonrini said that he planned 
to take part in the coming Isla- 
mic conference in Baghdad 
where be would demand tbat a 
special team of the participants 
go to Washington and meet with 
U.S. Congressmen and the 
media to expound the Arab and 
Islamic points of view in a bid to 
stave off the danger of war. 

“The Arab- American com- 
mittee against military interven- 
tion in tiie Gulf is maintaining 
contacts with the United States 
Congress in a bid to help estab- 
lish peace in the Gulf,” said Dj. 
Bo mini. 


Saudi Arabia closes 
air space to lOM flight 


By Ghadeer Taber 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Saudi Arabia 
Wednesday refused to allow a 
plane carrying Vietnamese eva- 
cuees from Amman to Hanoi to 
use its airspace, but there is no 
indication that regular Royal 
Jordanian flights in and out of 
Jordan would be affected, Jorda- 
nian officials said Wednesday. 

The Saudi refusal was first 
disclosed in Parliament by Prime 

Minister Mudar Badran, who 
said the Sandi authorities 
allowed two of three Vietnamese 
evacuation flights chartered by 
the International Organisation 
for Migration (IOM) but denied 
the third one access to Sandi 
aiispace. 

A senior RJ official said the 
denial applied only to the IOM 
flight and “none of our regular 
flights which use Sandi airspace 
have been affected.” 

The RJ official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, said he 
had no idea why the Saudis 
banned the evacuee flight. Bnt 
industry sources said the move 
appeared aimed at catting RJ 
revenues by not allowing the 
Jor danian national carrier to fly 
charter flights over Saudi terri- 
tory. 

“It seems that the Saudis 


would like IOM to charter Egyp- 
tair planes for the evacuation,” 
said one source. “The ban was 
applicable only to RJ charter 
flights,” he said. 

The RJ official reaffirmed that 
tire air hue had drawn up a con- 
tingency plan to deal with the 
eventuality of Sandi Arabi’s 
doting its airspace to all com- 
mercial air traffic in the event of 
a military conflict after the Jan. 
15 deadline set by the U.N. for 
Iraq to leave Kuwait or face war. 

He said tire plan was also 
taken in fight of the already high 
“war risk” insurance, which has 
forced many airlines to cancel 
their flights to the Middle East in 
the run-up to the Jan. 15 dead- 
line. 

“If insurance pre miums in- 
crease we may have to send part 
of our fleet to a hub station 
'outside the area designated a 
war zone,” the official, who pre- 
ferred anonymity, said. But, he 
said, RJ would take such action 
only if requested to. do so by the 
leasing company. Airbus. Tunis 
may be a potential hob station 
for the RJ airc raft, he said. 

The official said that even if 
tiie Saudis closed their airspace 
in case of war, this would not 
affect flights to Europe and 
North America, which use Sy- 
rian airspace. 

Prime Minister Mudar Badran 


told the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment that he had information 
that Egypt was planning to close 
its airspace on Jan. 13. 

The premier also alluded to 
the possibility that Saudi Arabia 
might close its airspace 
altogether for commercial air 
traffic in the event of war and 
pointed out that this would re- 
sult in hundreds of thousands of 
foreigners fleeting the war 
theatre getting trapped in Jor- 
dan. 

In view of the situation, be 
told the Lower House, Jordan 
had dosed its borders with Iraq 
for non-Jordanian evacuees and 
requested Iraq not to allow any 
evacuees to cross into Jordan. 

The RJ offidal said the airline 
had not been informed of 
Egypt’s move to close its aire- 
pace on Jan. 13. Reports from 
Cairo, subsequent to tbe pre- 
mier’s statement to the Hbuse 
Wednesday, quoted Egyptian 
airport officials as saying that the 
country did not plan to dose the 
airspace. The offidals were not 
identified. 

“There are no plans to dose 
the airspace either now or after 
Jan. 15,” an offidal quoted by 
Reuters said. “Accordingly, if 
there is a quick political decision 
(to dose the airspace), we will 
abide by it,” he added. 


Food supplies to last 
for nine months-Badran 


AMMAN (J.T) — Jordan has 
food stocks and o'her supplies to 
last tbe country for at least nine 
months, but the process of 
building up the reserves required 
gigantic efforts at all levels. 
Prime Minister Mudar Badran 
announced in Parliament 
Wednesday. 

“We have sufficient supplies 
to last Jordan for even more 
than nine months, helping the 
country hold fast under all cir- 
cumstances and eventualities,” 
the prime minister said daring 
Ms address to the deputies about 
the prospects of war and peace 
in tiie -region as the Jan. 15 
deadline r set by,the .U.Nl .Sjebur- 
ity Cqnpalior Iraq to poll out its 
Troops. , from Kuwait draws 
dosef .’ * 

Minister of Supply Ib rahim 
Ayyonb who was present at tiie 
Parliament session echoed the 
prime minister’s statement and 
said that under difficult condi- 
tions -it is only natural for the 
country to adopt measures to 
safeguard the nation's best in- 


terests. 

Minister of Energy and Miner- 
al Resources Thabet AI Taber 
told the Jordan Times that the 
fuel situation in the Kingdom 
was good, bnt he would not go 
into details. He said no country 
in Jordan’s position could ensure 
sufficient stocks of oil products 
for many months, “but still Jor- 
dan’s fuel stocks are in excellent 
condition and the country is 
ready for any emergency.” 

In view of the Golf crisis, the 
government last September in- 
troduced a rationing program- 
me, allowing Jordanians to have 
one and a half kilogrammes of 
, sugar and rice every montfoand 
one kilogramme of powdered 
milk every four months at subsi- 
dised prices. 

But markets are foil of sup- 
plies, including these three com- 
modities which sell at the normal 
prices. Recently the Ministry of 
Supply also restricted tbe sale of 
flour to households and bakeries 
after discovering that amounts 
were being smuggled for sale 


abroad since Jordan sells bread 
and flour at a lower cost than is 
the case in the neighbouring 
Arab states. 

Minister of Supply Ibrahim 
Ayoub had toured the ministry’s 
warehouses and announced on 
television that the country had 
sufficient stocks of all types of 
food; he warned against hoard- 
ing. 

Jordan imports all of its oil 
from Iraq now at the rate of 

41.000 barrels a day, down from 

66.000 barrels a day before the 
Gulf crisis began, according to 
informed sources here. 

Jordan used to rely on Iraq, 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia for 
about "90 per cent of its oil 
annually when the country used 
toScbnsume nearly 22 million 
barrels of oil a year. 

According to Minister of In- 
formation Ibrahim Izzeddin, 
Iraq is now selling Jordan most 
of its oil needs under a special 
arrangement under which Iraq is 
repaying a S310 million debt to 
Jordan incurred during the Iran- 
Iraq war. 


Badran says six corruption 
cases have no legal grounds 


By Abdallah Hasanat 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter ' 

AMMAN — Tbe Lower House 
of Parliament Wednesday pas- 
sed a number of laws, referred 
other bills to its various commit- 
tees and heard government re- 
plies to deputies’ queries. 

The House passed a frill, tbe 
law for revenue stamps, that 
increases fees levied by tbe gov- 
ernment on contracts, shipping 
manifests, bills of lading, mort- 
gage and sale contracts, bills of 
exchange, leasing contracts, life 
insurance policies and treasury 
cheques. 

According to a government 
statement, the increases will 
bring in an extra JD 3 milli on 
income for the treasury. 

. Another bill passed was an 
amendment to the criminal proc- 
edures iawl Acc o r din g to the 
amendment, convicts can be re- 
habilitated under certain contri- 
tions. These include a frill serv- 
ing of the sentence or a pardon, 
a minimum period of probation 
and good conduct. 

The House r e ferred six draft 
laws to its Financial Committee 
after being examined by the 
House legal committee. They 
are tbe pension law for 1976, tiie 
Central Bank law for 1975, tbe 
Central Bank law for 1979, the 
customs law for 1983, the cus- 
toms law for 1978 and another 
customs law for 1986. 

The House referred recom- 
mendations made by its Agricul- 
ture Committee to the govern- 
ment to consider. These in- 
cluded cancellation of interest 
on agriculture loans drawn .until 
tiie end of 1990 and rescheduling 
of the loans for six years free of 
interest. 

The committee also recom- 
mended that the minister of agri- 
culture should brief the House 
on his ministry’s policies. The 
government agreed to make a 
statement on its agricultural 
policy within two weeks. A 


will be set by tiie House speaker. 

Earlier in tiie session, Parlia- 
ment’s Secretary General, Dr. 
Saleh Zn*bi read the govern- 
ment's answers to deputies' writ- 
ten qnenies. In an answer to a 
question by Deputy Ahmad 
Awaidi Abbadi, the prime 
minister, Mr. Mndar Badran, 
said that a probe into corruption 
revealed that certain cases had 
no legal grounds for prosecu- 
tion. These are: tiie sale of the 
Central Bank gold reserves, the 
settlement of tbe contract with 
Martin Kowiey company that 
worked on the Hijazi railway 
extension, the Joseph Bell con- 
tract for tiie Jordan Valley’s 
King Taial Dam project, the 
Jubtiha amusement park. 

Tbe prime minister said tbat 
after preliminary investigation, 
the Azraq-Jafer case, the Abu 
Nuseir bousing project case and- 
the Ministry of Supply's purchase of 
rice, meat and barley were refer- 
red to courts. 

The case of the Swaqa prison 
first phase project, Badran said. 


was referred to tbe House, while 
the prison's second project case 
was closed for lack of evidence. 

He said that tbe former bead 
of the Department of Standards 
and Metrology at the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade was being 
sued for giving a false document 
testifying that certain goods 
were fit for consumption despite 
their failure at laboratory tests. 

In an answer to another que- 
ry by Deputy Abbadi, the presi- 
dent of Mura University, Dr. 
Awad Khleifat, said tbat be- 
cause Jordanian professors shun- 
ned joining bis university unless 
given certain privileges, he was 
obliged to appoint other Arab 
nationals and foreigners as facul- 
ty heads. 

While Mr. Khleifat said in his 
written reply that the practice 
“takes place in ail universities in 
the world,” Mr. Abbadi insisted 
that it was not a safe practice to 
employ foreigners as department 
heads at “our only military uni- 
versity.” 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Press office inaugurated at Plaza Hotel 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Information Ministry Scretary General -Trad 
AI Fayez Tuesday inaugurated a press liaison office at the 
Amman Plaza Hotel. Tbe office is manned by an offidal from the 
ministry. The press office will facilitate issuance of press permits 
to journalists, liaise and coordinate activities of the foreign 
networks and provide direct international telephone lines, telex 
and facsimile lines to them. 

Romanian foreign minister arrives 

AMMAN (Petra) — Romanian Foreign Minister Adrian Nastase 
will arrive in Amman from Damascus Thursday on a three-day 
official visit to Jordan. Nastase will convey a message to His 
Majesty King Hussein from Rom anian President Ion Hiescu. He 
will also meet His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan and will 
bold talks with senior Jordanian offidals on the current situation 
in tbe region, bilateral relations and ways to enhance them. The 
Romanian offidal is accompanied on his visit by a delegation 
comprising parliamentarians and Foreign Ministry offidals. 
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en@¥a not a failure 


THE WORLD held its breath yesterday, hoping that Iraqi 
Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz' talks with U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker would be successful enough to avert war 
in the Gulf. Some of us were even looking for a break- 
through in efforts to solve the crisis peacefully and 
politically. That, unfortunately, albeit unsurprisingly, did 
not happen. The result is that the world is no closer to war 
than it had been a day earlier; and the effort, although not a 
great success, is net a total waste either. On balance, then, it 
would be wrong to label the Geneva talks as a failure. 

b his press conference following the ax-asd-a-half-hour 
meeting last night. Secretary Baker agreed that the outcome 
kid left him in a sombre mood, but in no way did be say or 
imply that be had lost hope in finding a peaceful solution to 
the Kuwaiti issue. Mr. Baker was disappointed that he did 
not detect any flexibility on the Iraqi side, it is true. But be is 
an experienced enough diplomat and statesman to have 
figured out beforehand that Tareq Aziz was not going to 
hand him an Iraqi withdrawal from Kuwait on a silver 
platter. Such a decision, if it is to be taken, will be made by 
Saddam Hussein, not by any other Iraqi leader; furth- 
ermore, it would be made in Baghdad, not in Geneva or in 
any other capital. This point could not have been lost on Mr. 
Baker, who equally could not have made the decision on 
linking the Palestinian problem to the Gulf crisis. It will 
have been most useful, though, if the U.S. secretary of state 
took toe hint that toe Iraqis still wanted him to go to 
Baghdad, as we indeed believe be has, by leaving the door 
open for future talks and stressing the need to consult with 
America's partners in the U.S.-led international coalition 
before another political move was made to avert war and 
disaster. 

There are other positive dements that can of course be 
cited in the Iraqi-American talks. By both Messrs Aziz’s and 
Baker’s accounts, the dialogue was conducted civilly and 
professionally, free from the tone of threats and intimida- 
tion that has hitherto- characterised the language used by 
American officials, from theprendent down. Then there 
were the disclosures by Secretary Baker that President Bush 
had not actually taken a decision to go to war with Iraq and 
that tiie Iraqi foreign minister had not told him that Iraq 
wanted to keep Kuwait or that he had ruled out a change of 
position by the Iraqi side on the issue of withdrawing from 
there. Mr. Baker also let it be known that there might be an 
important role for the U.N. secretary genera! to play in the 
next few days, as Mr. Aziz did underline that Mr. Perez de 
Cuellar would be welcome to visit Baghdad. 

In sum, .jsd in whichever way the Geneva meeting is 
looked at, the communication that started yesterday cannot 
be considered a failure. What had been a failure, as the 
Iraqi foreign minister pointed out in his press conference, is 
toe fact that the UjS. administration bad waked for over five 
long months to open talks with Iraq. 

It is during this period of time that misunderstandings 
grew bigger by the day, and escalation threatened to go out 
of control irreversibly. And this could have been avoided. 

Where we go from here is crucial but not terribly certain. 
The hope remains that it is not too late to build on the 
dialogue that has finally started. Nobody, not the Americans 
nor the Iraqis nor anyone else, can afford to have the peace 
effort aborted. There simply is too much at stake for the 
world to allow war to happen. 


AR&ESC PEESS COMMENTARIES 


WE SHOULD not worry if the Baker-Aziz meeting lasted only 
for five minutes because Baker is bound to present his last 
ultimatum to Aziz; and the latter is expected to do the same thing 
by reiterating Iraq's dear position, said A1 Ra'i Arabic daily 
Wednesday. The paper said that Baker would be backed by the 
allied forces which arrived in Saudi Arabia to loot Arab wealth 
while Aziz is backed by millions of honest and peace-loving Arabs 
and Muslims bent on supporting Iraq's views at all costs. The 
paper said that right and justice are on the Iraqi side and its 
people and armed forces would not be less heroic than the 
Vietnamese people, who dealt an ignominious defeat to the 
Americans, and the Afghan people, who humiliated the Soviets 
and their armed forces. The Iraqis- and their brave Arab and 
Muslim supporters are quite ready to settle the account with the 
Americans and their unholy alliance, the paper noted. It said that 
Baker will listen to the words of Tareq Aziz telling him that he is 
speaking for the millions of honest Arabs and Muslims who have 
for so long suffered from the actions of the colonialist powers. 
Now that Iraq has finalised all preparations for confronting any 
aggression, Aziz is bound to make it clear to Baker and his 
alliance that the Arabs and Muslims will no more accept 
humiliation and subjugation, the paper added. The paper wished 
Aziz success in his endeavour and also wished Baker success if, it 
said, he came to Geneva to seek peace and not to reiterate 
Washington's ridiculous threats. 

A columnist in AJ Ra'i daily tackles the dispute between the dairies 
and the farmers and cattle breeders and praises the latest decision 
by the Ministry of Agriculture to ban the nse of any amount of 
powdered milk in the dairy products. Nazih says that the decision 
will help the farmers market their milk which in the past used to 
be dumped with great losses incurred by the farmers'. The 
Ministry of Agriculture has finally came to their rescue, he said. 
By banning imported milk, the country is bound to save a great 
deal of foreign currency and the fanners will be encouraged to 
increase production to be marketed in the Kingdom, says Nazih. 
The dairies will no doubt find that fresh milk is less expensive than 
[ the imported powdered milk, and can be acquired at any moment 
t without difficulty, he argues. But he says that should the dairies 
' decide otherwise, they would be causing a great damage to die 
■fanners and the national interest; in this case the Ministry of 
Agriculture has to step in again to put things right. 


Beyond the Gulf: Prepare for a peace conference 


By Jimmy Carter 

ATLANTA — “Linked” or 
not, there is no way separate 
the crisis in the Gulf from the 
Israeli- Palestinian question. 
Following a settlement with 
Iraq, either through peace or 
through war, even greater 
pressure wiD emerge within the 
international community to 
convene a peace conference. 

United Nations resolutions 
on the Middle East, from four 
decades ago to the present, 
have been given a new vitality 
and wfll not go away again. 

Now is a propitious time for 
Israel to come forward with a 
genuine peace initiative, and 
President George Bush and 
U.S. congressional leaders 
should do everything posable 
to encourage such a move, 
present difficulties are formid- 
able, but real progress is possi- 
ble. 

Before Iraq invaded Kuwait, 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
of Israel rejected talks with a 
Palestinian delegation, the 
Israeli government fell and in- 
tifada violence escalated. Since 
then, alignment of Syrian and 
other Arab forces with the 
United States against Iraq, 
economic calamity for Jorda- 
nians and Palestinians, the 
Temple Mount tragedy and 
massive immigration of Soviet 
Jews to Israel are ail increasing 
friction in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

Historically in the Middle 
East, stalemates or localised 
tensions have tended to de- 
teriorate into broader conflict. 
Having long been involved in 
the peace process, I realise 
how important it is that set- 
backs not deter exploration for 
new ideas and opportunities. 

I was distressed when 
Menachem Begin became 
prime minister in 1977, given 
his first speeches as Israel's 
leader. However, it was his 
willingness to negotiate with 


President Anwar Sadat at 
Camp David that made the 
Israeli-Egyptian peace treaty 


In my meetings last year 
with Likud leaders in Israel, 
they re-emphasised their 
opposition to an international 
conference, claiming that the 
United Nations and the Soviet 
Union would always support 
Arab positions. This concern 
about Soviet attitudes has been 
mitigated by the remarkable 
emigration of Soviet Jews to 
Israel and resulting diplomatic 


exchanges between the two 
countries. 

Although the subtle differ- 
ences are significant, Arab and 
Israeli leaders actually have a 
lot in common. While calling 
for mutual security, for peace 
and for econ om ic interests in 
the region to be addressed, 
Israelis have insisted on tri- 
lateral negotiations with Arab 
neighbours instead of with a 
phalanx of adversaries. 

Among Palestinian leaders 
and those in Lebanon. Syria, 


Jordan and Egypt, 1 
farad uniform support for a 
peace conference and willing- 
ness under its auspices for 

^jrcct taTks with Israel. Presi- 
dent Hafez AJ Assad of Syria con- 
finned that, under such condi- 
tions, he is willing to negotiate 
directly with Israel to resolve 
the Golan Heights dispute. 

Both Israeli and Arab lead- 
ers have now called for a re- 
gional conference to -reduce 
arsenals of mass destruction. 
Another surprise development 
in the area has been encourag- 


ing: In Lebanon, militia goups 

have withdrawn from Beaut 

and are finally negotiating wto 

each other; a viable central 
government is evolving wit» 
more representative participa- 
tion. 

A carefully crafted peace 
conference under the bilateral 
sponsorship of the United 
States and the Soviet Union — 
if not the United Nations — 
could overcome Israelis’ objec- 
tions about inherent bias 
against them. President 
Mikhail Gorbachev has 
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assured me that this v 

acceptable and that tin 

would not try to imp< 
tions or veto amn 
reached by the Midi 
negotiators in theu 
talks. 

The principles of ft 
David accords can pi 
framework on whi 
opposing forces migj 
their efforts. Labe 

negotiated and adopt* 
overwhelming . vote 

Israeli Knesset, the to 
raises have subsequen 

approved, with onl; 
variations, in variou 
statements and in P 
Ronald Reagan’s sp< 
September 1982. T1 
quickly accepted by Ki 
sein of Jordan. PLO-G 
Yasser Arafat and otto 
originally rejected thes 
ments, now claim wfl 
to accept them as a 
bas is for peace initiati 

There has to be go* 
on both sides. Tragjca 
PLO charter remains i 
its call for the destrut 
Israel. Likud leaders 
professing support fen 
David reject some of its 
tenets and those of U. 
solution 242, apparen 
yet willing to negotia 
representative Palcstin 
to relinquish control o- 
areas taken in the 196 

Differences over s 
Camp David tenets are 
well defined. This is 
peace talks are all abc 
resolve such disputes 
modify adamant positi 
adversaries. 

There is no doubt ti 
people of the region 
peace. This brings us 
fundamental question: \ 
Middle East leaders resp 
the will of their peopl 
international eonfereno 
be the only chance. - 
New York Times 


Marek Halter: No thanks to you 


By Dr. La bib Kamhawi 


Stereotyping 
rampant in U.S. 


IN his evidently panicky letter 
addressed to His Majesty King 
Hussein in The New York 
Tunes,. Israeli writer -Marek 
Halter successfully defeated 
bis own purposes. 

Whether airing his own 
views, or acting on behalf of 
others, or trying to usher futur- 
istic designs for this area. 
Marek Halter committed a 
basic mistake. He tried to take 
the Palestinians, the Jorda- 
nians, the Arabs, and the 
world community for fools. 
Halter was trying to tell the 
Palestinians and everybody 
else the following:- 

— That King Hussein is the 
enemy of the Palestinians and 
not Yitzhak Shamir. 

■ — That Jordan, and not 
Israel, is the problem. 

— That the persistent, high- 
ly explosive and very compli- 
cated Palestinian problem 
could easily be solved if one 
man, namely "King Hussein, 
abdicates. 

— That for the past four 
decades the obstacle to peace 
has been King Hussein and not 


the consecutive Israeli govern- 
ments. 

Twisting facts and distorting 
them- do- not- make them tme or 
correct, no matter how many 
times theyare repeated, if Hal-; 
ter lost, for whatever reason, 
track of the facts, the children 
of the Palestinian intifada can 
repeatedly move him onto the 
right track. 

Jordan is not Palestine. And 
if there are many Palestinians 
reading in Jordan, it is because 
the Israeli army forced them 
out of their land in Palestine, 
and still refuses to allow them 
to go back to their homes and 
lands. 

The Palestinians have no 
quarrel with King Hussein. 
Their problem is with the 
Israeli government. Moreover, 
there are more Palestinians 
under Israeli military rule than 
those residing in the democra- 
tic state of Jordan. And, In 
applying the same analogy 
used by Halter, why doesn't 
the Shamir government, then, 
leave office, thus allowing the 
Palestinians to take charge of 


their own destiny on their own 
Palestinian land? Or have dou- 
ble-standards become a stan- 
dard policy' for some - in 1 ffifcr 
world? . „ _ 7 - . 

r In order to refresh the mem-z 
oiy of Halter, and that of 
others who may choose to 
think like him, here are some 
facts, which the Israelis them- 
selves know mid many try to 
ignore: 

— Die state of Jordan is not 
Palestine. The land of the state 
of Palestine is currently occu- 
pied by Israel. 

— King Hussein is die King 
of Jordan, and Yasser Arafat is 
the president of the state of 
Palestine. The enemy of the 
Palestinians and the obstacle to 
peace is not King Hussein, but, 
rather, the consecutive Israeli 
governments. The party which 
can make peace on behalf of 
the Palestinians is the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) and nobody else. 

finally, no thanks to Halter, 
because no Palestinian asked 
him to defend the Palestinians 
in such a twisted and distorted 


manner. Moreover, no Jorda- 
nian would permit him, let 
al one ask him , to address King . 
Hussein in the manner he did, 
or, indeed, condone, the idea 
that Jordan should pay for the 
continued Israeli aggression 
against the Palestinian people. 
It should, however, be pointed 
out that bailing Israel out at 
the expense of Jordan is neith- 
er acceptable nor permissible 
by die Jordanians as well as the 
Palestinians. 

Ihe protection of the sove- 
reignty and territorial integrity 
of Jordan will always be a 
cherished Jordanian responsi- 
bility with full Palestinian sup- 
port and backing. The reshap- 
ing of the future of the Arab 
World is the responsibility of 
the Arab people alone. 

Dr. Kamhawi is a former pro- 
fessor of political science af the 
University of Jordan and a 
member of the Royal Commis- 
sion that drafted Jordan’s 
National Charter. He is now 
the secretary general of the 
Popular Committee for the 
Defence of Jerusalem. 


By Stanley D. Miller 

The Associated Press 

-CHICAGO — Most whites in — 
the United States hold fast to 
negative stereotypes of blacks'll ij 
and Hispanic* even while wbifo* 6 * 
support for racial equality is 
gaining ground, a survey 
found. 

Three of four whites believe 
blacks and Hispanics are more 
likely than whites to prefer 
Bring on welfare, the general 
social survey by the National 
Opinion Research Centre 
found. And most whites think 
blacks and Hispanics are more 
likely to be lazy, violence-pro- 
ne, less intelligent and less 
patriotic. 

Yet the survey also found 
increased support among 
whites for racial equality. 

White support for school de- 
segregation rose from 14 per 
cent in 1972, the first year of 
the survey, to 29 per cent in 
1990. White disapproval of 
laws against interracial mar- 
riage rose from 18 per cent to 


77 per cent. 

“With all this p( 
change, one might 
assumed there has- to 
equal breakdown of n 
imagery y ”- said Larry 
who teaches sociology 
University of California 
Angeles and helped des 
survey questions. 

“It’s ironic, given tha 
other forms of negativ 
tudes toward minorit 
favouring discriminate 
housing, jobs, educati 
have basically disappea 

The centre conducted 
to-face interviews with 
adults nationwide last 
The respondents were r 
representative of the 
population, said survey 
tor Tom W. Smith. The i 
of error averaged 3.5. pc 
to one per cent. 

The general social : 
has been conducted 17 
since 1972, but 1990 w: 
first year it included que 
on stereotypes. 


Japan’s unwanted minorities defy system 


Journalists flock to Gulf 


By Yuri Kageyama 

The Associated Press 

TOKYO — One day about a 
decade ago, Han Jong Souk de- 
cided enough was enough. He 
would no longer tolerate being 
treated as a foreigner in a land 
where he had lived most of his 
life. 

Han went on to become the 
first Korean to refuse to be 
fingerprinted, a requirement in 
Japan for all criminals and fore- 
igners. 

The staunch refusal of the 
soft-spoken businessman, now 
61, soon spread 1 to thousands of 
other defiant Korean residents. 

“We are part of an 80-year 
history of Japan. Yet there is no 
existence on earth that is more 
miserable than the Korean in 
Japan. We have no rights,” Han, 
who was fined 10,000 yen (about 
S75), said in a recent interview. 

Han's case eventually made it 
to the •Supreme Court, and was 
dismissed in 1989 when an 
amnesty for fingerprint refusers* 
was granted. A year earlier, the 
law had been changed to require 
fingerprinting just once, instead 
of every three to five years. 

Now, it may finally be on the 
way out. 

In an effort tb improve rela- 
tions with Seoul, the govern- 
ment may abolish mandatory 
fingerprinting for ethnic Ko- 
reans, by far the largest minority 


in Japan. An announcement 
could come when Prime Minister 
Tosbiki Kaifu" visits South 
Korea. 

Tadashi Imai, director of the 
Northeast Asia division in the 
Foreign Ministry, told reporters 
Tuesday he was very confident 
the issue would be resolved dar- 
ing the trip. 

During the visit, Seoul also is 
expectcd to press Tokyo for fair- 
er treatment of ethnic Koreans, 
who were brought to Japan as 
forced labourers and soldiers 
during Japan's 1910-1945 col- 
onisation of the Korean Penin- 
sula. 

Even though about 90 per cent 
of the 700,000 ethnic Koreans In 
Japan were bom in Japan and 
many speak perfect Japanese, 
the vast majority do not enjoy 
the rights of citizens. Less than 
5,000 are naturalised each year. 

That is largely because of this 
isolated nation's obsession with 
racial homogeneity and a fear 
that ethnic diversity would upset 
social order, says Nobuynki Sato 
of the Research Action Institute 
for Koreans in Japan. 

“If the idea that Japanese 
society was composed of diffe- 
rent races were allowed, Japan 
certainly would not have an 
emperor system,” said Sato. 

Worship of the emperor is a 
central tenet of the indigenous 
Shinto religion and has been a 
. main unifying ideology through- 


out Japanese history. 

The desire to preserve ethnic- 
ity is reflected in Japan's natur- 
alisation process, a far cry from 
U.S. lafrs that grant citizenship 
to everyone bom within the Un- 
ited States. 

Many Koreans find the 
dtizenshsip process in Japan de- 
grading and p ainfull y reminis- 
cent of donial history, which 
helps explain why only a tiny 
fraction are naturalised each 
year. 

To win Japanese dtizenship, 
applicants are interviewed for 
hours and their backgrounds axe 
extensively researched. Often 
investigators go to the appli- 
cants' workplaces and neigh- 
bourhoods to evaluate whether 
they have taken appropriate me- 
asures to assismilate into 
Japanese society. 

The candidates may be en- 
couraged to adopt Japanese 
names. They also will be told to 
give up membership in any resi- 
dent Korean organisation. 

As one Justice Ministry offi- 
cial put it, naturalisation is “an 
expression of the individual’s de- 
sire to become Japanese. 

“If an applicant is wearing 
traditional Korean clothing, we 
may ask him why. It's one thing 
to wear ethnic apparel at a wed- 
ding or if relatives are making 
yon do it, but something else if 
he wants to wear it out of ethnic 
pride,” said the official, who' 


spoke on condition of anony- 
mity. 

The closer one is to maintain- 
ing a “regular Japanese” lifes- 
tyle, the better the chances for 
dtizenship, the official said. 

Han described the mentality 
of Japanese naturalisation as fol- 
lows: “if you don’t want to face 
discrimination, then why don’t 
you come and join the discrimi- 
nating side?” 

Indeed, discrimination can be 
so intense that some Koreans 
choose to pass themselves off as 
Japanese rather than suffer the 
social costs of asserting their* 
Korean background. 

Kang Sunge, who published a 
job-referral magazine for Ko- 
reans, says on-the-job discri- 
mination is still common, though 
the labour shortage and press- 
ures on Japan to internationalise 
are helping. 

Of 2,000 corporations he sur- 
veyed is in September, 500 said 
they were willing to hire fore- 
igners, up from 314 four years 
earlier. 

Koreans find it particularly 
difficult to land public jobs. 
According to the Home Affairs 
Ministry, there were only 382 
public employees of Korean 
nationality in April 1988. 

Relaxation of requirements 
for foreigners to get public jobs 
also is expected to be discussed 
at this week’s talks in South 
Korea. 


By John FuUerton 

Reuter 

DHAHRAN, Saudi Arabia — 
Desert awful hot, sand every- 
where, flies dreadful. No news 
on this Saddam you mention. 
Yours, Boot. PS send money. 

Evetyn Waugh’s anti-hero 
William Boot of the Daily 
Beast in the journalistic satire 
“Scoop’’ would find it tough 
going to compete with the 
togb-tedinology equipment to 
the modem war correspondent 
m Saudi Arabia. 

There are no collapsible 
flag-staffs or hockey sticks cot 
mto deft sticks for carry ing 
stories back to base. 

Instead reports are m^L -^ 
“ day-gfo orange plastic canis- 
ters flown back from the front 
hue by helicopter. 

Die modern correspondent 
has forsaken the solar topee 
tor the camouflage helmet, 
““wk of lightweight kefiar to 
deflect ricochets and shell frag- 
ments. e 

The clacking of portable 
typewriters has given way to 
cneuc, sflent tapping on lap- 
top computers, plugged into 
satellite telephones. 

Wa correspondents no lon- 
? T wecks » reach 
foe battlefield by horse-drawn 
wsyton, camel or donkey 
They simply jet into one of 

^cotm^sfoteruatianalaS 
a iSl «*«» and 



rooms with in-hous 
suite bathrooms an 
Huge supermarl 
for nearly every v 
foreigner, from g 
bagels. 

Four-legged tran 
front tine has been 
the helicopter an 
American worichc 
battlefield, the hi] 
multipurpose wtsce 
hummvee, success 
Wfflys jeep of Wo 
Boot would hav 
njayed by the qualii 
his assignment — 
have to pass a fitm 
be trained in first ai 
could join teams co 
bat. 

In “Scoop” a a 
taken identity proj 
1 octant Boot from 
role as part-time a 
the life of the vole 
warbler to highly-; 
pondent covering i 
the mythical Ismac 
Saudi Arabia is r 
about 500 journali 
Sraphers and . tele v 
mec - Western offic 
number could reac 
toe Jan. 15 deadlLcu 
United Nations fb 
withdrawal from K 
One young Ame 
captured tb 
spmt as he buried h 
book on the bus ri 
cojubat troops in t 
The title? “How i 
correspondent.” 
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Renovation gives Sphinx new lease on life 







The Sphinx has s uffer ed seriotis decay over the 
years 


By Mimi Mann 
The Associated Press 
GIZA PLATEAU. Egypt — 
The ailing Sphinx is starting 
1991 with a new lease on life. 

Antiquities officials are 
thrilled with results of the 
first year of one of the largest 
renewal projects in the sta- 
tue's 4,600-year history. 

And they say by the time 
the restoration project is 
finished in about two years, 
the monument will be in its 
best shape in centuries. 

“ For the first time we can 
say to the world we’ve re- 
turned the Sphinx to its 
youth." said Zahi Hawass. 
director-general of anti- 
quities for the Giza Pyramids 
and the Sphinx. 

It has been a year that has 
seen the Sphinx embraced by 
scaffolding, its right paw dis- 
mantled stone by stone and 
reassembled with new stones, 
layers of crusted salt removed 
from its sides and the water 
table beneath its mammoth 
body stabilised. 

After the current project, 
officials say. the statue still 
will have no nose. The origin- 
al was lost in antiquity 

Artists worLed alongside 
turbaned antiquities workers 
to sculpt limestone blocks to 
supplan decaying ones. To 
let t> e Sphinx breathe, natu- 
rp 1 mcrtar was shoveled in to 
. epluce as much as 3 1-2 feet 


( one metre) of cement used 
in disastrous restoration 
attempts in the 19S0s. 

And as the work progres- 
sed, a beeping weather sta- 
tion installed atop the Sphinx 
by the J. Paul Gettv Con - 
sen'ation Institute of Manna 
Del Rey. California, re- 
corded data for the first in- 
depth look at what’s really 
happening to the statue. 

The institute is paying 
$200,000 for the weather sta- 
tion. which is monitoring the 
effects of pollution, weather 
conditions on the Sphinx for 
a one-year period, ending in 
spring 1991. 

It has been a year in which 
pessimistic predictions of 
doom slowly gave way to 
optimism that modern tech- 
nology can indeed prolong 
the life of the sphinx. 

One of the main believers 
was Saved Tawfik. chairman 
of antiquities, who last visited 
the Sphinx a day before he 
died in December at age 51. 

“ I’m so happy with work. 
It’s so beautiful." he said in 
an interview that week. 
"We’ve saved the Sphinx." 

The statue of a lion with a 
pharaoh's head has spent 
much of the past 46 centuries 
causing faithful admirers a lot 
of worry. Repairs began in 
ancient' times, possibly as 
soon as it was carved, and 
continued over the milienia 


as periodically the Sphinx 
was dug out of wind-blown 
Sahara graves of sand. 

In the 20th century, suc- 
ceeding generations have 
tried to keep the Sphinx look- 
ing like the Sphinx. Experts 
say with each addition, until 
now, the statue lost much of 
its original look. 

In 1985 antiquities officials 
began a major project to 
restore and preserve the 
Sphinx. It continued until 
February 19S8. when a 2 1-2 
tonne boulder fell from the 
right shoulder of the limes- 
tone statue caned from natu- 
ral rock augmented by layers 
of hard and soft stones. 

The rockfall sent an ava- 
lanche of alarm throughout 
the world of Egyptology. 

”V'ou cun have a whole 
temple like Karnak fall and 
nobody will care." Hawass 
said. "But let a tiny stone 
topple from the Sphinx, and 
the whole world goes crazy . " 

In Egypt, the rockfall be- 
came an emotional national 
issue. It cost the chairman of 
antiquities his job. the second 
chairman in a row to be fired 
because of a Sphinx rockfall. 
and caused 10 months of fu- 
rious debate over who or 
what caused it. 

Tawfik was careful not to 
repeat the mistakes of those 
who came before. After the 
current restoration project 


began, he made at least a tnp 
a week to supervise the work. 

"Sometimes / make three 
trips." he said in his last 
interview. "If I don't come, 
the Sphinx may sleep. And 
one day I'll come and it won’t 
be here." 

Giza Plateau director 
Hawass said it is difficult to 
put a price tag on the restora- 
tion project because the anti- 
quities organisation is hand- 
ling all the work through its 
own resources, using stones 
from its own quarry' and 
Egyptian workers. 

"We have very few costs 
outside the organisation." he 
sa id. "If forei gn ers were 
handling the work . it would 
be costing at least a million 
dollars a month. But Egyp- 
tians are doing it. and so the 
costs are surprisingly low." 

Hawass said taking care of 
the Sphinx was important 
from the earliest limes. 

"For every king the Sphinx 
was a symbol of kingship, of 
his country Hawass said. 
"Tuthmosfs IV. Tutankha - 
mun. Ramses II. They didn't 
just worship the Sphinx. 
They wanted to take care of 
it. to show they cared. It was 
something they had to do." 

And today, he said, "ev- 
erybody cares what happens 
to the sphinx. What were 
doing now shows how much 
we in Egypt care also." 
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Computers at school — the second generation 


By Frsmgmse BarocM 

PARIS — Five years iter 
the first “ Comp ute > for 
Everyone” (CFE) plm was 
ceremoniously launched, the 
French Education Office has 
decided to replace the 
150,000 Thomson micro- 
computers installed in 
schools. 

After a procedure lasting 
18 months, it has selected six 
manufacturers: the Italian 
Olivetti, the Dutch Philips 
and four French companies : 
Bull, Goupil, Normerel and 
ADDX, a small firm with a 
turnover of around fifty mil- 
lion francs. 

The whole problem of the 
French administration was to 
get away from the first 
“i Computers For Everyone ” 
plan, which had been drawn 
up by the public Audit Office 
(Cour des Comptes), the 
faithful guardian of the state 
coffers. In a report, it had 
shown itself to be particularly 
severe towards this project 
which it considered as being 
too expensive (the planned 
expenditure at the time, 3.8 


billion francs, had been ex- 
ceeded), ill-suited to the 
needs of the children and 
teachers, who were inade- 
quately trained. 

Indeed , a number of 
machines had remained in 
the school cupboards , or 
were not, or barely used. In 
61 per cent of schools, they 
were not even used for three 
hours a month per student. 
The repercussions on French 
industry could also be con- 
tested. Thomson, which had 
won the major part of the 
order, withdrew from micro- 
computers in 1989. 

It was thus a matter of not 
making the same mistakes in 
1990, while , at the same time, 
not splurging out. To begin 
with, the amount of money at 
stake is far from that used in 
the "CFE”-1 operation. In 
the best of cases, the market 
is restricted to between 750 
million and one billion 
francs. The French Educa- 
tion Office wanted each 
machine to cost no more than 
5,000 francs and maximum 
use to be made of the existing 
software. 


Moreover, whereas, in 
1985, the purchase had been 
made by the French Educa- 
tion Office, it was now up to 
each community to decide if 
it would order the material 
chosen by the schools. But 
they would not be compelled 
to do this and could even 
order from a different sup- 
plier than those chosen. 

Eighteen months ago, com- 
puter companies were invited 
to tender in competition. 
From the outset, a small 
French firm, ADDX, studied 
the tile and quickly proposed 
a machine which would make 
it possible to keep part of the 
existing stock. 

The French administra- 
tion, however , was reluctant 
to give the market to such a 
small concern, and it changed 
the procedure, specifying its 
demands . Computer manu- 
facturers set to work once 
more and, in June 1990, four 
of them were selected by an 
honorary jury: Olivetti, Phi- 
lips, the German Siemens 
and ADDX. Bull, who had 
been busy buying up the 
American company Zenith, 


only entered the ranks in 
summer. SAIT -Goupil and its 
subsidiary Normerel also 
joined late. 

The administration did not 
finally accept Siemens’ ten- 
der, preferring the set of 
firms mentioned above... to 
the detriment of ADDX 
which says it is “surprised” at 
the place taken by the big 
French computer-manufac- 
turers. 

It remains to be seen 
whether the material chosen 
will appeal to the teachers. 
Quite a few of them have 
made the effort to learn how 
to use them. It was thus a 
matter of not reducing their 
work to zero. 

Some people wonder if it 
would not have been better 
to buy micro-computers from 
the bottom of the range, 
nearer to family computers, 
closer to those the children 
would be using in the future. 
The problem there, would be 
to know if these (cheap) 
machines could survive a 
class of thirty pupils — L’Ac- 
tualite En France. 
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U.S. endowment approves grants for 2 controversial performers 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The National Endowment for 
the Arts (NEA) awarded $47 
milU on in grants to 1£Q0 
artists and am organisations, 
including two controversial 
performers who were denied 
federal funds last year under 
an anti-obscenity statute. 

Grants totaling $35,000 
went to two avant-garde 
Theatre in New York for 
production of new works by 
Karen Finley and Holly 
Hughes. Their grant applica- 
tions last year were rejected 
at the height of a political 
controversy over alleged 
NEA support for obscene 
and blasphemous art. 

Endowment Chairman 
John E. Frobmnayer said he 
had personally reviewed the 
new grant requests on behalf 


of Ms. Finley and Ms. 
Hughes. The applications 
and been approved by two 
separate review panels and 
by the National Council on 
the Arts, the NEA’s pres- 
Jdentially appointed advisory 
body. 

“A major thrust of the arts 
endowment is to encourage 
innovative art, " Frohnmayer 
said in a statement He said 
he was “ satisfied that the 
grants meet the criteria set 
forth in the guidelines * for 
supporting works of artistic 

excellence. 

The Finley and Hughes 
grants were among $47 mil- 
lion awarded to support a 
wide variety of . arts projects 
across the country in the 
1990-91 fiscal year. 

They ranged from 51 mil- 


lion grants to New York 
choreographer Merce Cun- 
ningham and the Houston 
Grand Opera to a $20,000 
writer's fellowship for Rod- 
ney Smith of Auburn, Alaba- 
ma, and $3,000 for a Mozart 
festival in Bartlesville, Okla- 
homa. 

The NEA awarded $20,000 
to the Kitchen Centre in New 
York for production of a 
work by Ms. Finley , in col- 
laboration with composer 
Jerry Hunt, that will use a 
talk-show format to explore 
mental illness. 

A $15,000 grant went to 
the Downtown Art Co. of 
New York for a project by 
Ms. Hughes titled "no trace 
of the blond,” in collabora- 
tion with director Ellen 
Sebastian. The NEA said it 


“w ill draw on ancient non- 
Westem traditions to explore 
several contemporary 
issues ." 

Attention was focused on 
the two applications because 
of their controversial stage 
monologues and musical acts, 
which usually deal with 
feminism, racism , homosex- 
ual concerns and political 
issues, sometimes in sexually 
explicit terms. 

Barbara Tsumagari, execu- 
tive director of the Kitchen 
theatres, and Cliff Scott, pro- 
ducing director of the Down- 
town Art Co., expressed gra- 
titude for their grants, which 
Ms. Tsumagari called “ en- 
couraging for the moment.” 

Joy Silverman, a spoke- 
woman for the Narfona/ 
Campaign for Freedom of 


Expression, a non-profit 
artists’ organisation, said it 
was “ terrific that Frohnmayer 
has finally seen the light ” and 
approved grants fbr two per- 
formers who u deserve nation- 
al recognition. " 

In a telephone interview 
from Los Angeles, however, 
Ms. Silverman said the 
obscenity controversy had 
left the arts community dis- 
illusioned with the NEA 
chairman as an arts advocate. 
‘'When things get tough, 

Frohnmayer will always bow 
to political pressure and he 
won’t defend the arts, ” she 
said. 

Conservative lawmakers 
and religious fundamentalists 
cited earlier NEA grants to 
Ms. Finley and Ms. Hughes 
as evidence of the endow- 


ment’s willingness to use tax- 
payers’ money to subsidise 
obscen e or an ti-religio us 
works. 

Last June, acting under 
anti-obscenity restrictions im- 
posed by Congress at the 
behest of Sen. Jesse Helms. 
Frohnmayer rejected grant 
applications by A Is. Finley 
and Ms. Hughes and fellow 
performers John Fleck and 
Tim Aliller of Los Angeles 
and refused to consider their 
appeals. 

Frohnmayer said then their 

projects would not “enhance 
public understanding and 
appreciation of the arts. ” The 
four performers sued the 
NEA chairman in federal 
court in Los Angeles, charg- 
ing that their rights to free 
expression had been violated. 


Deadly 

Negligence 

By E. Yaghi 

RECENTL Y, a dignified and distinguished professor from 
the University of Jordan, took his wife for treatment at one 
of the many hospitals in Amman. As Professor Adnan 
waited with his wife for their turn to see the doctor, he 
could smell the aroma of alcohol and medicine. He heard 
the rustle of nurse’s uniforms and spongy sound of their 
shoes on the smooth marble floor which reflected the neon 
■lights. The hospital seemed to emit an atmosphere of trust 
and efficiency. Small children passed the time running back 
and forth and their laughter echoed in the corridors. 

Professor Adnan drew out a package of his steady supp/v 
of cigarettes and nervously puffed away the allotted waiting 
time. Finally . a rather cool aide called his life’s name and 
the professor escorted her into the doctor's office. He was 
met with respect and concern by the attending physician 
who subsequently scribbled out the appropriate medication 
and then graciously waved the professor and his wife out of 
his office with a reminder of the date of their next 
consultation. 

Relieved that their wait was over. Adnan turned to his 
wife and said. “ look . instead of accompanying me ro the 
hospital pharmacy, why don’t you go and make an 
appointment for your next visit while I get your prescrip- 
tion filled?” 

“ With a “Fine. I'll meet you at the pharmacy.” his wife 
took a right turn and he proceeded to purchase her 
medicine. 

He approached the pharmacy window and was met by a 
snobby pharmacist who was decorated with perfectly 
manicured hands, the latest hairstyle, a mouthful of gum 
and a perpetual cup of tea at her fingertips. Even though 
Adnan bad been the first of two or three others behind him, 
she served the intruders first, which indicated they were 
friends of hers and deserved special treatment and atten- 
tion. 

The professor was a gentleman so he decided not to 
make an issue out of an insignificant incident. When his 
turn came, he met the pharmacist with. ''Good morning, 
could you please fill this prescription for me?” in the 
politest voice he could muster. 

The girl haughtily grabbed the paper from his hand as 
her gum popped in her mouth and with burning eyes she 
seemed to peer right through him as though he weren’t 
even there. The professor took out yet another cigarette 
and began to walk and puff the time away. After taking her 
time, the pharmacist returned with a huff and an assort- 
ment of medicine and said, "that will be JD 30.” 

He was astonished at the amount of packages she had 
plopped down in front of him. He was sure that there had 
been only one medication written on his wife’s prescription 
paper, so he concernedly opened one of the packages and 
began to read the enclosed dossier which contained the 
indications, dosage and administration. His eyebrows 
knitted in anger. His wife had pain in her shoulder . but this 
medicine was meant for someone with a cough! He 
addressed the pharmacist with, "wail a minute. This 
prescription can Y be for my wife! She doesn Y have a cough. 
You must have made a mistake!” 

The professor had dared to challenge the superior 
knowledge, of the pharmacist, besides . she would have to 
go back another time^a,nd refi^-Jiis prescription. She 
‘ appeared ‘very "distvrbff&gpd rudely puffed, "oh, give me 
the medicine. Let. me'jjg it!” ^ 

Adnan knew her attitude grew more belligerent because 
her ignorance was the mother of her impudence. She had 
exhausted his patience and usual good humour. He 
clutched the assortment of medicine and said with suppres- 
sed rage. "No. I won’t give it back to you.! You’ve made a 
terrible mistake. Are you sure you studied pharmacy? You 
should have studied history or taken a sewing course 
instead!” 

He watched the girl flinch slightly and suddenly the 
pharmacist in charge rushed in and demanded . "what's the 
problem? Here, let me see’ the medicine !” 

Professor Adnan snapped back, "and who are you to see 
the medicine? What kind of pharmacy are you running?” 
The wrath in his eves sent the head pharmacist back to her 
maze of bottles and she lost herself somewhere of a 
pharmacy shelf. 

By now. a group of patients had crowded around the 
professor. They inquired about the commotion and what 
his problem was. When he told them what happened, they 
said, “oh, no, then weve all been taking the wrong 
medication. God help us!” 

Inflamed even further, he headed for the manager of the 
hospital, bottles and packages in hand. He entered the 
manager's office and after he introduced himself, stated, 
"no offence to Zambia, but you know that this isn’t a 
hospital there. We re in a hospital in Amman and this is the 
20th century'. Giving a parienf rhe wrong medication is not 
only dangerous, it can be very lethal. 1 demand to see rhe 
doctor w’ho is responsible for t. h e pharmacists . " 

77ie manager, himself a medical doctor, knew the danger 
of giving incorrect prescriptions and was visibly shaken. He 
apologised to the professor. Adnan then went to the doctor 
who supervised the pharmacists and complained to him. 

At due length, the professor received the correct 
medicine and returned home with his wife. Later, he 
remembered the hadeeth "have mercy on those on earth 
and God will have mercy on you.” and thought of the 
dangerous negligence of the pharmacist. 

Surely, any patient who enters a hospital is in need of 
mercy and patience. The story about Professor Adnan is 
true. The names have been changed or concealed to protect 
the innocent as well as the guilty. The negligence of the girl 
who filled Adnan’s prescription is deadly. The professor 
was cautious enough to check his wife's prescription. What 
about those who do not check theirs or are unable ro read 
in the first place? If this incident happened in certain other 
countiies. the pharmacist in question w r ould be fired from 
her job or could even be taken to court and sued. More 
precautions should taken to ensure the safety of all 
patients. The doctor's name, rhe patient's name and the 
name of the medicine must be required by law to be 
labelled in all medicaments. 

Further, no person should be intimidated by anyone 
working in a hospital for the patient is the hospital's source 
of income and is paying precious money ro be served with 
respect. 


THOUGHTS FOR THIS WEEK 

I am always ready to learn, but I do not always like to be 
taught 

— Sir Winston Chorchfil, British Statesman (1871-1965). 

To fear love is to fear life, and those who fear life are 
already three parts dead 

— Bertrand Russell , British philosopher (1872-1970). 
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The Horrors of Moving 
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By Maha Addasi 


Our work place just moved to a new location and the 
process was a nightmare, no Ms or buts ormayjbes about it. 
It was by no means like on Spaceship Enterprise where Mr. 
Spock, beamed people along with their possessions to the 
different location. No sir, there was more to moving than 
that. As usual I have plenty to complain about. Top 
priority goes to complaining about the people who came 
from the company to pack our things. Good grief, they 
smelled so awful they should have been charged with 
attempted mass murder. After they all arrived , late of 
course, the offices looked like a concentration camp. 

What is the deal here? is it part of the packers’ job 
description . “must smell grotesque ” or do packing com- 
panies make people sign a paper saying that they will never 
use soap as long as they work for this or any packing 
company? 

Nothing has changed on that front , all packers have a 
cloud of stench around them. So far there have been no 
exceptions. 

What has changed, however, is the way the packers go 
about their work. 

For example, it used to be that when a packing company 
came to pack a house or office, they used to take care of 
packing from the A to Z. This time the arrangements were 
a teeny weeny bh different because we, the people who 
were paying the packing company, were the ones who did 
the packing. We were the people who made sure that 
delicate items were wrapped carefully with newspapers , we 
were the ones who numbered the boxes and made notes of 
the contents of each box. We were the people who labelled 
some boxes ‘‘fragile, ” in the hopes that whatever breaks it 
will be in large enough pieces we could glue together 
instead of the smithereens it would be in if the box was not 
labelled “handle with care. ” In short we did everything. 
Well almost everything. Let me be fair here , I mean come 
on, the packers did after all provide the boxes. And they 
did cellotape the boxes we packed very tightly. The packers 
also “ requested ” tea a few hundred times every hour. 

“ Strong with plenty of sugar, " they said. 

Come to think of it they never said “please, ” or “if you 
would kindly. r * When the packers asked tor tea , they 
wanted tea and that was an order. Then they lit up their 
cigarettes and the smoke lingered with die stench and 
within seconds all of us poor souls, who were not immune 
to the ridiculous odour that was natural to those packers, 
were ready to suffocate. We did not suffocate though. We 
had to be wide awake to be able to follow “them ” from one 
office to another, ashtray in hand. 

Those of us who were so proud of themselves for 
catching the ashes from the packers' cigarettes mid-air 
before they glided to the ground were not happy for long. 
The packers, once they finished their cigarettes, didn't 
grind them in the ashtrays we provided. No that would 
have been the obvious tiring to do and they wanted to be 
“je ne sais quoi ?” So they, all daintily dropped their 
cigarettes on the carpet we were trying to protect and in- - 
unison ground their dgaret&r stubs . with their feet. All 
“we” could do at toafstage wasgrind our teeth and restrain 



each other from clobbering “them . " I think that pun chin g 
the daylights out of them would have been too lenient in 
tins case , as far as “we” were concerned. 

They , the packers, finally came to the most difficult part 
of tbier endeavours. The packers actually had to carry the 
boxes those few inches to the elevator and those other few 
inches from the elevator to the trucks. 

The packers were complaining that they were underpaid 
and that the boxes we packed were too heavy. What 
audadty. I could just scream. 

The things are at the new location now, but no one has 
bad the courage to unpack yet. Fm sure there will be 
several people starting their sentences nostalgically with 
“once upon a time. " As in, “ once upon a time this used to 
be a chair but now it’s a pile of sawdust 

Anyways, I think Fvc said enough. I have some advice , 
though. If you are considering moving do it now because 
rumour has it that the new generation of packers will set up 
their hammocks at the location you will be moving from 
and just watch as you load the truck while they sip their 
super-saturated tea, smoke their cigarettes and get paid. 

Another piece of advise is, to invest in a company that 
- specialises m-deodrants-and then-take-a-centraet-eut-on all 
toe packing companys ' employees. Trust me, you could 
make a bundle. 
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BACK AND FORTH 
By Harold B. Counts 

ACROSS 
1 Certain done*' 

5 Pottery worker of 


> Pottery 1 
a kind 


10 Legatees 
IS Annie Oakley 
19 "The — Tattoo" 
SO Bandleader 
Shaw 

21 Musical tempo 
direction 


37 Egypt VIP 

38 Creates from a 
parent source 

42 Overact 

43 Beating In a 
debate 

45 Toms abbr. 

48 Sp. money 
47 Curtail 
48 Mere (crone 


62 Sao — , Braz. 

63 Brews 

65 Clip 

66 Was Important 
68 Old Gr. coins 

70 Slaughter of 
baseball 

71 Shaping tools 
73 Isthmus near 


84 Having a stone 
bracket 
66 Balms 
07 Colors 

88 Responsibility 

89 Paper 

90 Care 

91 Seaman 

94 Actor Keith 

95 Most accessible 


22 — ei-VUafne. Fr. 

49 Lowly gill 

74 Slate heads: 

99 Experiencing 

23 Honest 

SO Invite 

abbr. 

101 Falling 

25 Rising 

51 Spuds 

75 Extraordinary: 

103 Roman road 

27 Shorn dweller 

53 US author Jamas 

abbr. 

104 City on 

28 In — (agitated) 

54 Twilled 

76 Wallet items 

the Ruhr 

30 Founder of Ger. 

fabric 

77 Social celebrity 

105 Flynn of old 

mysticism 

55 Ir. province 

78 got the world 

films 

31 “— the mood for 

57 Kang in nw air 

on a...” 

108 Donate 

love" 

59 Masticated 

79 Expressing 

107 — '-shanter 

32 Malay boats 

BO Beery and 

boldly 

106 Della of song 

33 Hodgepodge 

Webster 

83 Old merchant 

109 Metric unit 

34 Hocked 

61 Disguise 

guild 

110 Look for 

DOWN 




1 Shank 

24 Actress Anouk 

S3 Vouches 

79 Sp. gent 

2 Easy gah 

76 Cake top 

54 Closes 

80 Badge of office 

3 Mountain in 

29 Daytime TV 

56 Carols 

81 Space org. 

Thessaly 

show 

58 Eggs 

82 Farmholds 

4 Comas over 

32 Father in Eng 

59 Entertainer 

83 Indian . 

5 Open 

33 Think 

Phoebe 

85 Short Jacket 

6 Forest of — 

34USC. - 

6 ■ ••heel wedge 

87 Feel excited 

7 Prison 

35 Entertain 

62 Eng. surgeon 

89 Sea eagles 

8 One: Ger. 

36 Manhandling 

63 Sense 

90 Imposing house 

9 Good wishes 

37 Mora certain 

84 From the 

8i Be to one's 

10 Arrow-shaped 

38 Schussboomer 

beginning 

B king 

11 — Park, CO 

39 Using to excess 

65 Golfer Sam 

92 Square pH'ar 

12 "1 came. — . 1 

40 Smliny 

66 Power M Roman 

93 Fbotnote word 

conquered" 

41 Hit to ihe 

law 

94 Cold dry wind 

13 Tried for office 

outfield 

67 Roughly edged 

95 Take on 

14 Put out of 

43 Joyce Carol — 

68 Mineralogists 

96 Singer Adams 

action 

44 Wrath 

Edward and 

97 Golfer 

15 Liberals 

47 Country lanes 

James 

Ballesteros 

disdainfully 

48 Old Eng. 

70 Swords 

98 Arduous foumey 

16 Seaweed 

drama list 

72 Ligneous 

100 Carbohydrate: 

17 innuendo 

5i Rulers 

75 Big spender 

Sufi. 

18 Mo. 

52 Mary Janes 

77 Arrivals 

102 Food scrap 

D/agniufoss n*n. b, im but** 



ACROSS 




1 Rainbow 

23 Punta del — 

38 Raises the 

50 Oread 

goddess 

25 Stool pigeon 

temperature of 

51 Off In ttw 

5 Fountain drink 

28 Leave the 

38 Perforation 

distance 

9 Loved 

straight and 

39 Skeletal parts 

53 Petty quarrel 

11 Pie chart 

narrow 

40 Muhammad — 

55 That girl 

13 North Star 

29 Ascend 

41 Stated 

58 Regular 

15 Pace 

30 Notable period 

42 Church calendar 

81 Resembling one 

18 Building addition 

31 Goatee locale 

43 Tipsy one 

another 

17 Energy source: 

32 Occupation 

44 Begin lo move 

63 Inn 

abbr. 

33 Make a purchase 

45 United 

64 Aborigine 

19 And 

34 Throttle 

48 Tip 

65 Sign gas 

21 High cards 

35 Approach 

46 School year pari 

86 Call 



Last Week'* Cryptograms 

1. Vexations, kfle time spent in forced peony may be life's most 
valuable experience. 

2. Burly dad yanked in tbe welcome out when teen son's rock band 
shook the boose from its foundation. 

3. Levees would not be Ugb enough to bold big floods: have too few 
sandbags- 

4. Tot in OWo writes letter to bis pen pal in Iowa. 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

LYWJF FCQA TJLVSW WDWA FffTCH 
TWYSHLQW V S W PWSHL VIKVH PD LFJA 


FSKKFW PCD. 


—By Earl Ireland 


2.YLFD CAPUMK ELG FASTFLYNG MEN 


CWUMUMDCN 


UR 


MWLFRUSNLFAS 


DOWN 

1 Graven Image 

2 Bun 

3 Writer Levin 

4 Withered 

5 Mil. rank 

6 Unrefined 
mineral 

7 Moist 

8 Golden 
Delicious 

9 Mimic 

10 Become wide 


12 Domestic 
establishment 
14 Small (action of 
a kind 

18 Famous people 
20 Umpire's call 
22 Antitoxin 

24 Sea eagle 

25 Retreads 

28 Make Inquiry 
27 Bolger and 
Bradbury 


29 Tragic young 
lover 

31 Group of 
vocalists 

32 Marvelous 

34 Seat 

35 Eye part 

36 Insect 

37 Standoffish 

39 To — (besides) 
41 Fr. holy woman; 
abbr. 


44 Use a sieve 
47 Short sleeps 
49 —Dixon line 
52 Impolite 

54 A pen I 

55 Slander 

56 Privileged 
person 

57 Before 

59 In the past 

60 Writer Deighton 
62 Call — day . 


LAWSWLRM “ D L FT N N SPACCNW. By Ed HmMfcsoa 
3. IKO JOIKMCV: MY'EBKZV CPWV CBEFZ 

XVCKOV MBEFN01KAX GKZPE. PJ'Z JIKNL JI 


F A I 0 L1Q 31 WYYC. 


—By Gordon MBcr 


4.PAULPEN REDOU BTMX HODOBO'X HLIO 
RTHO BAXSOHLPEN SBEll BLXSTfl LPEN. 

— By Norton Rhoades 

SOLUTIONS OF 
LAST WEEK'S PUZZLE 




JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 






Thursday, Jan, 10 10:00 News in English 


830 Day By Day 
One Big Happy Family 
Brian decides to enforce 
some new rules around the 
house but Ross proves to be a 
little rebellious. 

9:10 Black Forest Clinic 
The Mistake 

The hospital receives 
another patient. A pianist 
with a broken thumb. Prof. 
Bregman tries hard to help 
him restore bis shattered 
musical career. 

10:00 News in English 

10:20 Movie Of Tbe Week 

Intimate Betrayal 

Starring: James Brolin, 
Melody Anderson 

Michael and his wife are 
running a hotel business by 
the Jake. Suddenly a stranger 
comes to town and Michael 
disappears. The wife is in for 
many shocks. 

Friday, Jan . 11 

830 Coach 

Hayden and a bunch of 
friends are about to dine 
out... when suddenly some- 
body's dog disappears... and 
this obviously ruins the whole 
evemng. 

9:10 Shakespeare 


10:20 Detective In Tbe House 

i Down And Out 
■ Josh is a famous athlete 
whose career is going out of 
style. His manager decides to 
get rid of him legally and- 
cleverly. 

Saturday, Jam 12 

8:30 Good Morning Miss Bliss 

Miss Bliss does an old 
teacher friend a favour. At 
.first she thinks it was a mis- 
take, but it turns out exactly 
tbe opposite. 

9:00 Encounter 

The guest of this week is 
Palestinian journalist Mr. 
Daoud Kuttab. The discus -' 
sion is about the intifada. 

10:00 News in English 

10:20 Feature Film 

Caroline 

Starring: Stephanie Zimbalist 
and Pamela Reed 
Caroline is such a faithful 
and devoted nurse that she 
puts up with many ordeals to 
care for a retarded child even 
against his parents blessings. 

Sunday, Jan . 13 

830 Mother And Son 

Maggie Gets The Milk 

Maggie is able to trick both 
Arthur and the social worker 


into providing her with good 
free meals. 

9:10 Sweat Of The Son, Tears 
Of The Moon 

Bravo, Bread and Circuses 

The organiser of this 
American trip this time de- 
lves into some social aspects 
of life which beget social and 
political apathy. 

lO&O News in English 

1030 Paradise 

Childhood’s End 

When an old friend of 
Ethan’s shows up in town 
with her daughters- Ethan 
“ begins to worry about his 
nephews and her daughter , 
too. 

Monday, Jan . 14 

Golden Girls 

Stanley is about to get mar- 
ried, Dorothy is pinched by 
jealousy and tries hard to 
prevent toe marriage. 

9:10 The Keepers 

Land Of Plenty 
Jack is annoyed at tbe offi- 
cials' lack of concern and 
does hs best to protect more 
natural places. But sadly, he 
toils. 

10:00 News in E ng l ish 

10:20 Derrick 

Romer invents a new soph- 
isticated computer, but tries. 


later to destroy it because tte 
new invention is very em- 
dent but amoral. 

Tuesday , Jan . 15 

830 Charles In Charge 

Jamey and Sara are both - 
candidates and Teddy and 
Charles are their campaign 
managers. This is a perfect 
recipe for trouble. 

9:10 Documentary * 

Life Revolution 
Genetic engineering is a 
crucial science yet con trover-, 
rial. The moral aspect of it is 
still a big issue today. 

10:00 News in English 

10:20 French FBm 

Wednesday, Jan . 16 

8-30 After Henry 

Romantic Complications 
After all this time the 
grandmother gets to meet .' 
someone new in her life. 


9:10 Our House 

Families and Friends 

10:00 News in English 




10:20 Not A Penny Mon, Not ■ 
A Penny Less 

When Haryy’s victims ~~ 
complete their revenge e» > 
him , they get shocked when: 
they realise it was all 
nothing. 




THIS WEEK IN HISTORY 
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Thursday , Jan. 10 

1919 — British army takes 
over administration of Bagh- 
dad Railway. 

1920 — League of Nations 
come into being . . y 

1928 — Leon Trotsky, one 
of chief architects of Soviet 
Union, is ordered into exile 
by Soviet government. 

1938 — Japanese troops 
enter Tsingtao, China. 

1942 — Japanese invade 
Dutch East Indies in World 
War II. 

1969 — Sweden becomes 
first Western European coun- 
try to announce it will estab- 
lish full dimplomatic relations 
with North Vietnam. 

1988 — Egypt’s President 
Hosni Mubarak warns that 
Egypt will not stand idle in 
face of Iranian threats to 
Arab countries in the Gulf. 

1990 — China ends seven 
months of martial law in 
Peking. 

Friday, Jan , 11 

1919 — Romania annexes 
Transylvania. 

1942 — Japanese take 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaya, in 
.World War II. 

1943 — Britain and United 
States relinquish extratenito- 
rial rights in China. 

1945 — Truce is declared 
in Greek civil war. 

1962 — Avalanche buries 
village in tbe Peruvian 
Andes, and 3.000 people are 
reported killed. 

1970 — In Nigeria. 32- 
month-old secessionist Biaf- 
ran regime collapses under 
onslaughts by Nigerian gov- 
ernment. 

1972 — New state of Bang- 
ladesh is recognised by East. 
Germany. 

1975 — Soviets launch 
manned spaceship to rendez-. 
vous with space laboratory 
sent into orbit around the 


Earth. 

1976 — President Rodri- 
guez Lara of Ecuador is 
ousted in a coup. 

199 a— 250,000 people de- 
mons trate/n favour of inde- 
pendence in Lithuanian 
capital as Mikhail Gorbachev 
arrives to persuade Lithua- 
nian Communist Party to re- 
tract its decision to break 
with national party. 

Saturday , Jan, 12 

1945 — German forces re- 
treat in disorder in Battle of 
the Bulge in Belgium during 
World War II. 

1953 — Yugoslav National 
Assembly adopts new con- 
stitution. 

1958 — Soviet Union prop- 
oses zone free of nuclear 
weapons from Arctic circle to 
Mediterranean. 

1964 — Rebellion in Zanzi- 
bar. which is declared a re- 
public, and sultan is 
banished. 

1967 — China's army 
pledges support to Mao Tse- 
tung during disorders trig- 
gered by Chinese Cultural 
Revolution. 

1968 — United States and 
Cambodia agree on policy to 
keep Cambodia from becom- 
ing embroiled in Vietnam 
War. 

. 1970 — Breakaway Biafra 
surrenders, ending 32-month- 
old Nigerian civil war. Bia fra 
leader General Odumegwu 
Ojukwu flees with family. 

1972 — Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman pf new state of 
Bangladesh resigns as presi- 
dent to become prime minis-, 
ter under parliamentary sys- 
tem of government. 

1974 — North African na- 
tions of Libya and Tunisia 
announce they have agreed 
to merge as new republic. 

1976 — Coalition cabinet 
in Thailand collapses with 
resign a f /on of Prime Minister 


Kukrit Pramoj. 

1986 — Tamil separatist 
guerrillas kill seven Sri Lanka 
army soldiers and wound 

nine others in ambush in __ 

northern province .of SfPy^injured morithAhlJQ . 

Lanka, •' / : ~ . -;r.& •- 1988 NattonafeftSma ’s - 

1988 — Soldiers a ' Chiang Chmg-Kno 
Palestinian crowds disrupt dies of heart attack ar age 7^ 


1987 — Employee of jr 
Dupont Plaza Hotel, in San C. 
Juan. Puerto Rico, is charged 1 — ^ 
with setting New Year's Eve £ 
fire that, k filed 96 pec&leand 


United Nations official's 
attempts to inspect Gaza' 
Strip's crowded refugee 
camps. 

1990 — Romania's interim 
president. Ion Iliescu , 
announces toe extinction of 
toe Communist Party in that 
country. 

Sunday, Jan. 13 

1886 — Lagos becomes 
separate British colony from 
Nigeria. 

1915 — South African. 
troops occupy Swakopmund 
in German South-West Afri- 
ca; earthquake in centra/ Ita- 
ly kills 30,000 people. 

1935 — Saar votes to re- 
turn to Germany after being 
administered by France 
under League of Nations su- 
pervision. 

1^45 — Sonet forces begin 
offensive in Silesia. Ger- 
many. in World War II. 

1959 — Belgium grants re- 
forms in Belgian Congo fol- 
lowing disturbances. 

1963 — Togo’s President 
Sylvan us Olympio is mur- 
dered as insurgents take con- 
trol. 

1967 — Military officers in 
West African Republic of 
Togo seize power in blood- 
less coup. 

1972 — Group of junior 
officers overthrows civilian 
government of Ghana in 
West Africa. 

1986 State-run radio re- 
ports that South Yemen's 
President Ali Nasser Moham- 
mad has survived assassina- 
tion attempt and that leaders 
of abortive coup have been 
executed. 


1989 — Polish Commt 
leaders said to be reatfy ^ 
offer legalisation to Solic *** 

— the banned trade 

1990 — Salvadorean 
dent Alfredo Cri$til^ r 
announces the arrest of 
officers and four so/cfie*§ 

, with a fifth soldier stiJI Jtf 
large, in connection with. ■ 
slaying of six Jesuit priests*'- 

Monday, Jan . 14 

1809 — England and Spazn^' 
form alliance against Napo- 
leon Bonaparte. 

1858 — Felice Orsuri’s plot 
to assassinate Napoleon flTis 
uncovered. . 

1918 — France’s former 
Premier Joseph CaOlaux & 
arrested for treason. 

1942 — Forces under C/5. 
Genera/ Douglas Macarthur 
resist Japanese attacks cm Ba- - 
taan in Philippines in World 
War H. 

1530 — Mohammad Said f* 
forms Iranian gove rnme nt. 

. 1562 — At least 36 Alge- 
rian and Europeans are killed 
in disorders and attacks in ' 
Algeria’s major dries. 

1966 — Indonesia doses its 
mission at United Nations as 
it prepares to withdraw from 
the world or ganisa tion, 

1988 — Ten Palestinian are 
detained in Jerusalem is 
apparent clampdown on- 
Arab activists suspected of. 
mating resistance to IsraeE 
rule . 

— Azerbaijani 
attacks on Armenians leavek 

if f? 5 * two dozen dead m 
Baku, Soviet Union. t 

By The Associated Presi 
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By Bob Thomas 


The Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES 


Oscar Candida tes all have 


appeared , and now the movie 
world looks forward to a shoot- 
out between a Western pioneer 
and two bands of modern-day 
gangsters for the Academy 
Awards. 

OSCAR PREVIEW 

Wffl Kevin Costner’s Dances 
With Wolves be the winner? 
Many favour the epic of a caval- 
ry officer who is adopted by an 
Indian tribe. Hollywood admires 
Costner's courage to fight for bis 
fQm against heavy odds: West- 
erns are oat of fashion, one-third 
of the dialogue is subtitled, and 
the Sim runs three hours. 

However, strong competition 
comes from GoodfeUas, which 
traces the rise and foil of a 
Brooklyn tough guy involved in 
organised crime. The Martin 
Scorsese drama has been scoring 
with critics’ circles awards in 


New York and Los Angeles, less 
so with the ticket-buying public. 
After 98 days in release, Good- 
fcllas has collected a respectable 
bat unsensational $40 milli on. 

Paramount Picture's Christ- 
mas gift to mob fans. The God- 
father part UX, may also prove a 
strong contender. A victory as 
Best Picture' would provide an 
unbreakable record- the first two 
Godfathers won Hollywood’s 
top prize. 

But more recent history seems 
to favour Dances With Wolves 
to win as best picture of 1990. In 
the past. Academy voters have 
opted for broadscalc movies of 
courage and adventure, like 
Gandhi, Chariots Of Fire, Out 
Of Africa, and The Last 
Emperor. 

Money alone doesn’t sway the 
vofers. There is little chance for 
important awards for those 
movies winch earned $100 mil- 
lion or more this year: The Hunt 
For Red October, Dick Tracy, 
Ghost, Pretty Woman, Die Hard 
2, Total Recall, Home Alone, 
not to mention Teenage Mutant 


EM. Forster 
comes to the 
screen — again 


By Matt Wolf 

The Associated Press 

LONDON — Gateway To 
The Continent, read the sign 
overhead, as Rupert Graves 
and Helena Bonham Carter 
disappeared into an 
Edwardian-era throng of bus- 
ties, corseted waists and bow- 
ler hats. 

j-#! thesc^extras 

"7 !ppkingy.sp^^psperately Brit- 
ish, "chuckled Jeffrey Tayktr, 
executive producer of Where 
Angels Fear to Tread , the 
f latest E.M. Forster novel to 
\ be made into a movie . 

The stars and the extras 
were British , but far from the 
elegant world of the leisured 
' classes that barely exists any- 
more outside of Forster’s 
books. 

It was the final day of 
shooting on the $7.5-miUion 
film, due to be released in the 
United States and Britain 
next spring. The afternoon’s 
task was the very first scene 
in which the Herriton family 
, flocks to charing cross station 
to wave the widowed Lilia off 
to Italy. 

- Helen Mirren (The Mos- 
quito Coast, The Cook. The 
Thief, His Wife . and Her 
Lover) plays the impetuous 
Lilia , who marries an Italian . 
Gino (newcomer Giovanni 
Guidelli), 12 years her 
junior, only to die in child- 
birth. 

Ms. Bonham Carter , 
whose film roles include the 
acclaimed Forster adapta- 
tion A Room With A View , 
plays Lilia’s mraBmg com- 
' panion, Caroline. Graves , 
another Room With A View 
alumnus, and Judy Davis, 
from A Passage To India, are 
Philip and Harriet, Lilia’s 
brother-and sister-in-law. 

Two years ago, Taylor and 
producer Derek Granger had 
t an art house hit with A Hand- 
ful Of Dust, adapted from 
, Evelyn Waugh’s highly ironic 
; 1934 novel.' 

That film's director , 
Charles Sturridge , and one of 

• its stars. Graves, were hired 
for the Forster project, an 

! adaptation far horn the glos- 
' sy picture postcard style that 

■ some might expect. 

i “J know that the last thing 
Charles and I wanted to do 
was to create some lovely 

■ little artifact for export , like a 
tea caddy or a‘ biscuit tin , ” 

• said Granger, who also 
shares the screenplay credit 
with Tim Sullivan. 

Earlier Forster novcls- 

tumed-films have come from 
producer Ismail Merchant 

and director James Ivory. 

A Room With A View won 

• three 1985 Academy Awards 
and became one of the unex - 


get, is Forster's closest 
\ approach to the style ofD.H. 
Lawrence. 

“It’s got violence and pas- 
sion and a great deal of com- 
edy,” he said “ The audience 
should have quire a roller 
coaster ride, one hopes. ” 

A Room With A View, he 
said , “ is fundamentally a 
much more romantic book. 
It’s got a prettier tone ; it’s 
more symmetrical. It fulfills 
; that formula of boy-meets- 
' girl, boy-loses-girl, bov-gets- 
gtrir 

This has “a much tougher 
edge to it, " said Taylor. "It's 

■ the British at their wonderful 
worst — stuck up and pom - j 
pous, when they have no 
reason to be." 

During a break in the film- 
' ing , Graves pondered 
whether or not Angels consti- 
tuted A Room With' A View, 
part two. 

"It’s quite violent in this. * 
said Graves, 27, sporting a 
moustache and speaking soft- 
ly in Sts of nervous energy. 

You’ve got dead babies, 
dead mothers , and a heroine 
who dies halfway through. 
It’s much sharper, more mod- 
em.” 

After playing Freddy Hon- 
ey church in Room and Scud- 
der, the amorous gamekeep- 
er, in Maurice , Graves was 
reluctant at first to do a third 
Forster. 

“J did think , hmmm. I’m 
not sure if I want to do 
another because people get 
obviously” — his voice 

■ breaks into thickly accented 
‘American — "typecast, and 

that can be boring and 
dangerous.” 

"But I needed the money,” 

' Graves said. 

A second later, he turned 
serious: "No, I didn’t the 
• money. I wanted to do it. It’s 
an intriguing part. There are 
so many am big uiti es.” 

Graves said he's grown as 
an actor since Jus film debut 
in Room With A View. Since 
then, he’s appeared regularly 
on the London stage — at the 
National Theatre in John 
Fbrd’s classic ‘77s Pity She’s 
A Whore and opposite 
Vanessa Redgrave in a new 
play ’ A Madhouse In Goa , 
among others. 


Ninja Turtles. 

The following hopefuls will be 
culled when the Academy 
Award nominations are 
announced on Feb. 13 in Beverly 


Hills. The awards will be pre- 
sented on March 25 at the Shrine 
Auditorium in Los Angeles. 

Here’s bow the 1990 Oscar 
race appears to this observer: 



Michelle Pfeiffer in a 
House, 


scene from The Russia 


— Best Picture: Dances With 
Wolves, Goodfellas and The 
Godfather Part DJ could be 
joined by a classic, Hamlet or 
Cyrano De Bergerac. 

Penny Marshall's Awakenings 
has a strong chance. On a more 
frivolous note, Postcards From 
The Edge is a possibility. Long- 
shots include Avallon, The Grif- 
ters, The Sheltering Sky, Rever- 
sal Of Fortune. 

— Best Actor: Kevin Cost- 
ner’s valiant westerner seems a 
certain nominee, along with A1 
Pacino 's aging Michael Corieone 
of The Godfather Part TIL 
Robin Williams as the warm- 
Ibearted doctor in Awakenings 
and Jeremy Irons’ cold-blooded 
Claus Von Bulow of Reversal Of 
Fortune also are likely. Robert 
De Niro could be nominated for 
either GoodfeUas or Awaken- 
ings. Longsbots: Danny Glover. 
To Sleep With Anger; Gerrard 
Depardieu, Cyrano De Bergerac 
or Green Card; Amtin MueUer- 
Stahl, Avalon; October or The 
Russia House. 

— Best Actress: Two past 



Robert De Nero, Ray Uotta and Paul Sorvino m the film Goodfellas. 


winners figure strongly, Joanne 
Woodward for Mr. And Mrs. 
Bridge and Anjelica Huston for 
The Gnfters or Witches. Susan 
Sarandon also seems likely for 
White Palace. Kathy Bates of 
Misery could be nominated in 
this category or as supporting 
actress. Others: Meryl Streep 
and Shirley Maclaine, Postcards 
From The Edge; Mia Farrow, 
Alice; Julia Roberts. Pretty 
Woman; Michelle Pfeiffer, The 
Russia House. 


— Best Supporting Actor. Joe 
Peso. GoodfeUas: Bruce Davi- 
son, Longtime Companion; 
Andy Garcia, The Godfather 
Part m ; Marion Brando, The 
Freshman; Graham Greene, 
Dances With Wolves; Hector 
Elizondo, Pretty Woman; A1 
Pacino, Dick Tracy; Alan Arkin, 
Edward Srissorhands. 

— Best Supporting Actress: 
Dianne Wiest . Edward Sds- 
sorhands; Whoopi Goldberg. 
Ghost or The Long Walk Home; 


.Mary McDonnell, Dances With 
Wolves; Diane Ladd. Wild At 
Heart; Lorraine Bracco. Good- 
fellas: Joan Plowright. Avalon. 

— Best Director: Kerin Cost- 
ner, Dances With Wolves;. Mar- 
tin Scorsese. Goodfellas ; Francis 
Ford Coppola, The Godfather 
Part III: Penny Marshall. 
Awakenings; Mike Nichols. 
Postcards From The Edge; Bar- 
bet Schroeder, Re versa/ Of For- 
tune: Franco Zeffirelli, Hamlet; 
Peter Weir, Green Card. 
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pected smash hits of that 
,year. Maurice, the following 
year, was a more modest 
: success. Next spring. Mer- 
’ chant and Ivory plan to titm 
| Forster’s masterpiece, Ho- 
j ward’s End, with Anthony 
j Hopkins, Vanessa Redgrave 
) and Ms. Bonham Carter. 

j Granger said bis adapts - 
; tzon could not be more ctiffe- 
Irent in tone, from the 


By Daniel Cox 

Reuter 

NEW YORK— Mel Gibson 
may not make the most 
brooding Hamlet, but direc- 
tor Franco Zeffirelli says he 
must be the sexiest. ■ 

The Australian actor , bet- 
ter known on film for tiring 
Menri-automatic weapons than 
Shakespearean soliloquies, 
has taken on theatre’s most 
daunting role in Zeffirelli’s 
new film version of Hamlet. 

“ It’s definitely the way 
Hamlet should be portrayed 
— like a man” Zeffirelli said 
m an interview. 

. “To bring the movie to tp$ 
Jnong people; t wanted to 
tin d d very ste&nfy, popular 
actor. And Mel Gibson is 
dramatically a good introduc- 
tion to the masses.” 

The film opened in Decem- 
ber in New York, Los 
Angeles and Toronto, and 
wiB begin playing around the 
United States on Jan. 18. 

Zeffirelli admits he 
thought of Gibson for Ham- 
let after seeing him as a 


renegade cop in Lethal 
Weapon. He says it was all 
part of a master plan to make 
Shakespeare’s most famous 
play appeal to more than a 
few book-worms. 

He says he likes to think of 
the play as an aggressive, 
fast-paced murder mystery 
that will grip its audience, 
regardless of their 
Shakespearean acumen. 

The director uses quick- 
cuts, startling fight scenes 
and an aggressive Hamlet — 
“a man who likes sex, likes to 
drink, likes riding horses” — 
to give the film a contempor- 
ary feel. 

Ir “Unfortunately, all of 
“ Shakespeare , especially' 
Hamlet, has been reduced to 
an exercise in extreme melan- 
choly. It lost all it’s vitality, 
all it’s violence,” Zeffirelli 
said. 

The play, which can run as 
long as five hoars, has been 
cut and reshaped into a lean, 
cinematic two-and-a-quarter 
hours. Long speeches have 
been trimmed or split into 
different scenes. Characters 



Mei Gibson 

have been excised, scenes 
shuffled. 

Zeffirelli says the only 
tiling be didn’t touch was the 
dialogue. “ Every word in the 
film is from Shakespeare. 
That was my religion,” he 
said. 

Known for opulent 51m 
versions of Romeo And 
Juliet and The Taming Of 


The Shrew — as well as the 
lavish opera sets and cos- 
tumes he has designed — 
Zeffirelli says he opted for a 
stark, cold look for his Ham- 
let because the script called 
for it. 

But that didn't stop him 
from including some racier 
elements. like an incestuous, 
emotional kiss between Ham- 
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let and bis mother and an 
alluring seduction by Ophelia 
of one of the Elsinore guards. 

As sell as Gibson, Zeffirelli 
has cast a number of screen 
stars in supporting roles. 

Glenn Close plays Ham- 
let's mother, Gertrude. Hele- 
na Bonban-Carter, who cap- 
tured American hearts in A 
Room With A View, is 
Ophelia. British actors Alan 
Bates, Paul Scofield and Ian 
Holm, all known for then- 
stage work in Shakespeare , 
are also in the film . 

Zeffirelli said Gibson’s 
performance may draw tire 
from critics who are not 
accustomed to seeing the 
actor in a serious role.Bjqt he 
added that Gibson ’s Hamlet 
may be better than Laurence 
Olivier’s performance in the 
1948 Glm version, which 
some regard as the definitive 
Hamlet film. 

"He was too soft, too much 
like a ballerina Zeffirelli 
said of Olivier. It was a 
wonderful piece of theatre, 
but you wouldn’t believe for 
a moment that be was prince 

4 : =1 :1 ! ')S7t; h ; . 








^Franco ZeffieeSESl 

s V..- “ ■ J 

of, Denmark, the wa« the 
story wants it to be.”' 

The 67-year-old Zeffirelli 
concedes that his version may 
offend some Shakespearean 
scholars who opt for the Oli- 
vier approach. 

”My approach is much 
closer to Elizabethan 
theatre," he says. “They had 
to play for their audiences ... 

■ they were full of vitality. ” 


The other Bertolucci 


out on his own 
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By Clare Pedrick 

ROME — Giuseppe Berto- 
lucci might be forgiven for 
having a giant-sized chip cm 
has shoulder. It can ’t be easy 
bemg the younger brother of 
world-famous filmmaker 
Bernardo Bertolucci, espe- 
cially when you have chosen 
the same line of work. 

To his credit , be appears to 
bear no rancor, even though 
the seven movies that be has 
mode during his 21-year 
career have had nothing tike 
Me success of Last Tango In 
Pkas or The Last Emperor. 
The younger Bertolucci is in 
het the first to acknowledge 
the debt that he owes his 
more famous sibling, who is 
six years his senior. 

It was Bernardo who in- 
advertently launched Giusep- 
pe into the world of film and 
started him on a path that led. 
to his success as a talented 
Rbo director. It all began 
■when Bernardo suggested 
that Giuseppe help direct a 
movie as a cure for heart- 
break — Giuseppe, then 22, 
was in a deep depression 
after having been dumped by 
his girlfriend. 

“ It was in a very bad way 
Bod I agreed to the idea , 
'thinking it would help me 
take my mind off the girl,'’ 
retails Giuseppe, now 43. 
"But while I was helping Ber- 
nardo direct the movie , 

which was Strategic Del Ran- 
ge (Spider's Strategy), I disc- 
overed that I was very strong- 
fy attracted by the cinema. ” 

More work with Bernardo • 
followed , this time as assis- 
tant scriptwriter for 
Novecento (1900), La Luna 
(The Moon) and Last Tango 



Giuseppe Bertolucci has found his own styie 
in snaking movies. 


of the Moon . With his long, 
straggly hair, bulging eyes 
and a fondness for the ear- 
thiest of expletives, Benigni 
has been described as a foul-, 
mouthed Woody Allen. 

As it turned out, Berling- 
uer, 77 Vogtio Bene caused a 
stir but was not a great hit, 
partly, Bertolucci now 
admits, because of the strong 
language. One Italian critic 
described it as the most 
obscene movie ever made. 
What it did do was to bring 

the younger Bertolucci's 
name before the public and 
establish the direction that he 
would take. Berlinguer , Ti 
Vogtio Bene bad a strong 
streak of the absurd that was 
rarely missing in later years. 


Giuseppe Bertolucci’s 
plots are hardly ever conven- 
tional. One of his zaniest 
movies, I Cammelli (The 
Camels), tells the story of a 
finalist in a TV quiz show 
who knows everything there 
is to know about camels. As 
the final quiz approaches , an 
unscrupulous manager de- 
cides to exploit the contes- 
tant’s unusual hobby and 
takes him on a publicity tour 
dressed as a bedouin, com- 
plete with camel , around Ita- 
ly’s Po Valley region. The 
camel expert, played by 
Paolo Rossi, fails to win the 
prize and returns home, dis- 
consolate. 

Bertolucci says that the 
movie is partly an attack on 


the effect of television on' 
culture, particularly the 
mindless brand of Italian 
commercial TV, which 
pumps out a diet of quizzes, 
variety shows and soap oper- 
as. The idea, he says came 
when he* was pondering the 
theme of solitude. “J can't 
really say that I myself have 
any obsession with camels, 
but Ferruccio is a very solit- 
ary character, and so are 
camels — and / also liked the 
sound of the title very much,” 
he said, as be sipped ■ an 
espresso coffee on Rome’s 
Via Veneto . Although the 
Glm won critical acclaim 
when it was released in Italy 
two years ago, it failed at the 
box office. 

"I've never had a huge 
success with the public, but I 
seem to have a small , quite 
between two young women 
who discover that they are 
both in love with the same 
man. With a cast of just 
three, all of them women, the 
movie has a simplicity that, 
says its director, is heavily 
influenced by the French 
veteran Erich Rohmer. 

Women predominate in 
Bertolucci’s world. Segreti 
Segreti (Secrets Secrets), one 
of his best-received works, is 
the story of a female terrorist 
responsible for two murders, 
but it is also the story of 
seven other women and their 
relationships as mothers, 

wives, /overs and profession- 
als. Men hardly feature at all 
in the plot. 

Another Bertolucci in- 
terest is trains or anything to 
do with them. His second 
movie, Oggetti Smaniti (Lost 
Objects ), is the tale of a 
woman who loses herself — 


literally and metaphorically 
— in Milan ' s railroad station, 
and the scene never shifts 
from there. Panni Sporchi 
(Dirty Clothes), a TV 
documentary about homeless 
people, was shot entirely in 
before Giuseppe derided to 
branch out on his own. His 
first solo movie, Berlinguer, 
77 Vogtio Bene ( Berlinguer , I 
Love You), tells the tragi- 
comic story of the hopes and 
disappointments of a young 
Communist in a small Tuscan 
town who has the added bur- 
den of an Oedipus complex. 

The movie marked the be- 
ginning of a long and success- 
ful relationship with Roberto 
Benigni, now widely acknow- 
ledged as Italy’s finest comic 
actor and currently starring in 
Fellini’s most recent movie. 
La Voce Della Luna (Voice 
the Milan station, and the 
second half of I Cammelli is 
set in a railway compartment. 

The Bertolucci brothers 
continue to have a close rela- 
tionship, even if, artistically 
speaking, they have drifted 
light-years apart. - Our styles 
are very different. My movies 
always have a comic streak, 
which Bernardo’s don’t, and 
rm very drawn by ex- 
perimental cinema, whereas 
Bernardo’s movies are always 
on a grand scale , with big 
stars and huge budgets, he 
said ” "If you tike, it’s the 
.difference between the artisf 
who paints miniatures and 
the one who does vast fres- 
coes." 

One of Bertolucci’s most 
recent moxies , Amori In Cor- 
so ( Loves in Progress), won 
Italy’s Salsomaggiore FUm 
Festival Prize. The film ex- 
plores the deep bond formed 


having such a famous 
brother, largely because our 
father, who is a poet, instilled 
in us from a very early age 
that the only important value 
is creativity. I think both of 
us have always worked with 
that in mind, so there was 
never any real risk of my 
imitating Bernardo, or being 
jealous of his success. ” 

Giuseppe Bertolucci’s 
latest project could not be 
more different from his 
brother’s new moxie, re- 
leased in Paris on Nov. 15. 
Bernardo’s Te Nel Deserto 
(The Sheltering Sky) stars 
Debra Winger and John Mal- 
Jtovich and. if not an epic on 
the scale of The Last Emper- 
or, is nevertheless an ambi- 
tious production with a large 
cast, moving among locations 
in the Sahara desert of 
Morocco. Tunisia and Alger- 
ia. It tells the story of the 
journey of an American cou- 
ple, Paul and Jane Bowles, to 
North .Africa shortly after the 
end of World War II. 

In contrast. Giuseppe Ber- 
tolucci’s new movie has just 
two characters, played by Ita- 
lian actress Omella Muti and 
West German actor Bruno 
Ganz, and is set in the beauti- 
ful but unexotic Emilia- 
Romagna region of Italy, 
where he himself was bom. 
Called La Domenica Special- 
men te (Specially On Sun- 
days), it forms the final part 
of a trilogy. The first two 
sections are being directed by 

Ricky Tognazzi and Giusep- 
pe Tomatore, who recently- 
won a Hollywood Oscar 
award for his Nuovo Cinema 
Paradiso (New Paradise 
Cinema). 

— World News Link. 
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CHICAGO (AP) — A proc- 
edure that freezes cancerous 
tumors by using ultrasound- 
guided probes offers hope to 
people who otherwise would 
be certain to die of liver 
malignancies, a radiologist 
has said. 

Of 30 patients who under- 
went the treatment, six are 
free of disease, said Dr. Gary 
Ovik of Presbyterian Hospit- 
al in Pittsburgh. 

The technique, called 
Cryosurgery has the ability 
to destroy tumors next to 
major blood vessels without 
destroying normal tissues 
nearby. Onik has reported at 
the 76th scientific assembly 
and annual meeting of the 
Radiological Society of North 
America. 

It offers hope to patients 
whose cancer is caught before 
it involves the entire liver, he 

■ said , noting that radiation 
■ . and chemotherapy are in- 
effective treatments for liver 
cancer. 

“ Everybody we worked on 
by definition couldn't be 
helped any other way, ” Onik 
said. 

The patients who are now 
disease-free after undergoing 
the procedure have surrived 
an average of 29 months, 
with the longest survival Gve 
years , he said. 

Survival for the other pa- 
tients has averaged 22 
months, and two of the pa- 
dents whose cancer has come 

■ back are stdl alive , he said. 

That is considerably ton- 
• gsr than the projected surviv- 
al of six months to nine 
months after diagnosis 
among comparable liver can- 
' cer patients who don't have 
Cryosurgery, Onik said. 


Experimental drug 
4 reduces 9 asthma , 
allergy symptoms 


BOSTON — A senes of ex- 
perimental drugs that attack 
the underlying cause of an 
allergic reaction may give 
doctors a new and more 
powerful weapon in the war 
on allergies, hay fever and 
asthma. 

In three studies published 
in the latest edition of the 
New England Journal of 
Medicine, teams of resear- 
chers say they have disco- 
vered that substances in the 
lungs called Leukotrienes are 
responsible for sparking the 
allergic reaction. 

When the drugs that inter- 
fere with Leukotffene activity 
were given to patients, aller- 
gic symptoms such as wheez- 
ing and runny nose were dra- 
matically reduced. 

“These and other clinical 
trials mark the beginning of 
attempts to place the regula- 
tion of the Leukotrieoe 
pathway within the realm of 
clinical medicine said Dr. 
Daniel J. Stechschulte of the 
University of Kansas Medical 
Centre. 

Although none of the 
drugs are available to con- 


sumers, “we can only hope 
that these successes will lead 
to better long-term treatment 
of these common allergic dis- 
orders. ” 

In one study, by resear- 
chers at McMaster University 
in Hamilton, Canada , doc- 
tors used asthma sufferers 
who often experience an 
attack after exercise. Some 
were given injections of MK- 
571, a substance that blocks 
the effects of Leukotrienes. 
The rest received a placebo. 

After exercise, people who 
received the drug recovered 
four times faster than those 
taking the placebo. 

MK-571 is also known as 
Venazir. 

In a second experiment, 
researchers from a Boston 
Hospital found that Zileuton 
helped people who typically 
develop asthma from brea- 
thing cold, dry air. 

In the third experiment, 
also involving Zileuton, doc- 
tors from the University of 
Iowa found that the drug 
reduced the amount of con- 
gestion in most people aller- 
gic to ragweed or grass. 


Study disputes link 
between condoms , disease 


■ .CHICAGO (AP) — A new 
: Study has found no connection 

■ -between barrier contraceptives 
such as condoms and an illness in 
pregnancy that can lead to prem- 

\ ature delivery and fetal-growth 
-problems. 

The findings of the study were 

■ reported in the Journal of the 
; American Medical Association. 

. They contradict the findings of 
an earlier study that linked an 
~ illness suffered by some expec- 
tant mothers known as Preec- 
-lampsia. or Toxemia, to the use 
; of barrier contraceptives. 

- “We believe that women 
Should be advised that barrier 
contraceptives were associated 
-with no increased risk for Preec- 
lampsia. ” Dr. James L. Mills of 
i the National Institute of Child 
■ Health and Human Develop- 
ment wrote in the new study. 


Mills wrote that women 
should feel free to use barrier 
contraceptives without fear of 
the disease. 

Preeclampsia occurs in about 
7 per cent of pregnancies. Untre- 
ated it can lead ro maternal 
seizures and, in rare cases, can 
cause death to the fetus or the 
mother, ft is characterised by 
high blood pressure, fluid reten- 
tion and protein in the urine. 

In a study reported in Decem- 
ber 1989, researchers at the Uni- 
versity of North Carolina's 
School of Public Health said 
women using a barrier con- 
traceptive before deciding to be- 
come pregnant were more than 
twice as likely as other women to 
develop Preeclampsia. 

Both the earlier study and 
Mills’ report said more research 
is needed to resolve the issue. 


AMDS — how far have we got? 


L p aT 




He and his colleagues also 
arc testing ultrasound-guided 
Cryosurgery for prostate can- 
cer, and among seven pa- 
tients who have undergone it 
so far, no complications b aye 
resulted, Onik said. 

A cancer specialist landed 
Onik’s work. 

‘7 think he's making an 
important contribution, '’said 
Dr. Andrew Gage , deputy 
director of the Roswell Park 
Cancer Institute in Buffalo, 
New York. 

Not only does Omk’s tech- 
nique offer hope to patients 
whose lives otherwise prob- 
ably would be lost, it also 
pioneers a method in which 
doctors can watch the effects 
of surgery as they go. Gage 
said. 

The technique involves 
making an incision into the 
patient's abdomen and using 
ultrasound to God the cancer- 
ous lesions in the liver. A 
surgeon then inserts a probe 
into a lesion and freezes the 
lesion with liquid nitrogen. 

Gage said conventional 
surgery still would be the 
preferred treatment tor most 
liver cancer patients. 
Cryosurgery might be better 
tor about one person in SO, 
especially, patients with too 
many lesions to remove with 
a scalpel but not so many that 
they involve the whole liver, 
he said. 

Ultrasound is a radar-like 
technique in which high fre- 
quency sound waves are sent 
into the body to form an 
image. 

He said his work with 
ultrasound and Cryosurgery 
follows SUCCeSS with similar 
techniques iu Japan and 
China. 


By Jean Cbabrier 

Paris — At the beginning of 
1980, the Gist description of 
the acquired immune de- 
ficiency syndrome (AIDS) 
exploded like a bomb. What 
had been known until then 
was the Congenital Immune 
DcGdency Syndrome (chil- 
dren in sterile bubbles). 
Therapeutic I.D.S. (medical 
depression of the defences by 
immunosuppressants to 
avert the phenomenon of re- 
jection in organ transplants) 
and , to a lesser degree, a 
Physiological I.D.S. (a 
weakening of the immune 
systems enabling a woman to 
have fertilised eggs implanted 
and the development of pre- 
gnancy). 

But this was quite diffe- 
rent. The gradual and irrev- 
ersible disappearance of the 
immune defence systems , 
leading to a state in which the 
organism was totally unable 
to react in any way whatsoev- 
er against pathogenic aggres- 
sion, was due to a virus. 

The international sdentiGc 
community acknowledged 
professor Luc Montagnier. 
from the Pasteur Institute, as 
having discovered, identified 
and isolated the human im- 
mune-deficiency virus HIV) 
in J9S3. 

According to the official 
figures (WHO), there are be- 
tween 5 and 10 million sero- 
positive victims whose total 
immune system will be des- 
troyed, in a time-limit of 2 to 
6 years, resulting in the final 
phase : AIDS, of which, still 
according to official figures. 


there are 600,000 registered 
cases. By the end of the 
decade , these figures are ex- 
pected to increase nine-fold. 

As early as 1983, research 
got off to a quick start in 
laboratories all over the 
world. Today , it is known 
that the HTV is the most 
complex virus known. It is 
also the only virus which it- 
self contains the elements 
needed for its multiplication 
and for the transformation of 
the cells it attacks. Moreover, 
it only infects the cells of the 
immune system, the lympho- 
cytes and macrophages , and 
tiie stronger their reaction , 
the faster the infection 
spreads. Another difficulty is 
that , like the Gu virus, the 
HIV varies greatly from one 
strain to another, from one 
continent to another , from 
one individual to another, 
and, sometimes , in a single 
individual according to the 
stage of the disease. 

DRUGS : From 1985, AZT 
proved effective by blocking 
the enzyme indispensable tor 
the replication of the virus. It 
took a tremendous amount of 
highly complex technical re- 
search to analyse the diffe- 
rent phases of replication. A 
further problem was posed by 
the toxicity of AZT and the 
reduction of its effectiveness 
with time. This led to a mass 
of research on dozens of sub- 
stances which all seemed to 
be extremely promising “in 
"vitro, ” but proved to be in- 
■' effective or too dangerous in 
clinical trials (though there is 
a glimmer of hope, particu- 
larly with DDI). 



AIDS virus — an incredible chemical complexity 


Another area of research 
concerns “decoys". CD4 is a 
protein making up the wails 
of lymphocytes, the favourite 
place tor the virus to attack. 
The idea is to inject soluble 
CD4 into the blood of the 
patient (which should foil the 
virus), combined with an im- 
munoglobulin (which would 
extend the life-span of the 
CD4) and possibly with a 
toxin which would kill the 
infected cells. 

Anti-proteases : Research 
here is based on inhibiting 
the protease, which is an 


indispensable enzyme for the 
virus proteins to mature. 

VACCINES : As soon as 
the disease became known, a 
vaccine was sought both in 
the United States and natur- 
ally at the pasteur Institute, 
which has been the cradle of 
vaccine-therapy for 100 
.years. Two major problems 
arose. One is the extreme 
variability of the virus. The 
other is that, while the body 
produces “neutralising" anti- 
bodies, as is normal, it also 
produces facilitating " anti- 
bodies which, on the con- 


trary, favour the extension of 
the’ disease. However, this 
does not discourage M. 
Girard (Pasteur Institute) 
who created a vaccine from a 
HTV protein , GP 160, and 
the V3 part of the virus, 
which appears to protect ex- 
periment chimpanzees. This 
research has now been taken 
up at Saint- Antoine Hospital 
(Prof. Zagury) and at the 
Salk Foundation in the U.S. 
where they are using the 
same process with a de-acti- 
vated HIV. However, if all 
the research is being focused 


on American and European 
strains, it is impossible to 
make predictions on African, 
Haitian , etc. strains. 

Another area of research 
concerns passive immuno- 
therapy with anti-HIV im- 
munoglobulins, as is done for 
. numerous infectious diseases - 
The drawback is that protec- 
tion is limited in time. The 
most obvious use of this ther- 
apy is tor the protection of 
babies in seropositive pre- 
gnant women (Salk and Pas- 
teur Ins.). . 

Another encouraging idea 
is to give protection against 
the HTV by another virus 
from the same non- 
pathogenic retro-virus 
family. 

Hus overview just gives a 
rough idea of the profusion of 
research being carried out on 
AIDS. New paths are con- 
tinually being opened up and 
one of the latest is that of 
mycoplasmas, by Prof. Mon- 
tagnier. 

Mycoplasmas are strange 
more or less saprophytic, pa- 
ra side bacteria with “ soft " 
walls, apparently free of any 
pathogenic power, which 
m ainl y live on our mucous 
membranes and in which 
there was little interest until 
now. Prof. Montagnier has 
noticed that their mere pre- 
sence increased the “ killing " 
power of the HTV on lym- 
phocytes by acting as a 
catalyst. His research is look- 
ing into whether a simple 
anti-mycoplasma antibiotic 
could stop the development 
of AIDS — L'Actuafite en 
France. 
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Despite cancer risk, older women live longer if they take Estrogen 
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By Lee Siegel 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Estrogen 
pills help older women live 
longer by preventing heart 
disease, strokes and broken 
bones — advantages that out- 
weigh chances the hormone 
might cause cancer, a study 
published Friday said. 

“The evidence is quite 
strong and consistent that 
overall mortality is reduced 
among Estrogen users, ” 
epidemiologists from the 
University of Southern Cali- 
fornia (USC) said in the jour- 
nal Archives of Internal 
Medicine. 

Previous research found 


women are more likely to get 
breast and uterine cancer if 
they takeEstrogengen pills to 
relieve hot Gashes and other, 
menopausal symptoms. 

For the average postmeno- 
pausal woman, the new find- 
ings show “the longer you're 
on Estrogens, the longer you 
live. ’’ despite the cancer risk , 
said Dr. Ronald Ross, who 
co-authored the study. 

If the typical older woman 
doesn't take Estrogen to re- 
place her body’s dwindling 
supply of the sex hormone, 
“your life is shorter because 
you get more heart disease ” 
and strokes, said Dr. Brian 
Henderson, the study's chief 
author and director of USCs 


Kenneth Norris Jr. Compre- 
hensive Cancer Centre. 

However, Ross cautioned 
that for certain women, such 
as those prone to breast can- 
cer, the risks of using the 
hormone still might outweigh 
the benefits. 

He said women who take 
Estrogen should be alert to 
possible signs of cancer, in- 
cluding breast lumps and un- 
explained uterine bleeding. 

Doctors “ need to think ab- 
out every woman as an indi- 
vidual ” in deciding whether 
to prescribe Estrogen, said 
Dr. Elizabeth Barrett-Con- 
nor, a heart disease expert at 
the University of California, 
San Diego. *7 do not think 


we have enough information 
to try to sell every postmeno- 
pausal woman in die United 
States on Estrogen replace- 
ment.” - . - 
r^The study showed 
Estrogen users live longest 
when they take the hormone 
for many years. It also found 
no difference in death rates 
among women who take 
0.625 milligrammes daily . 
half the once-common dose 
of 1.25 milligrammes. The 
lower dose protects against 
heart disease while minimis- 
ing the cancer risk. Ross said. 

- Ross , Henderson and 
Annlia Paganini-Hill spent 
7Vr years studying question- 
naires and medical records 


from 8,881 older women at a 
retirement community. Half 
the women bad used 
Estrogen. At the end of the 
’ study, 1,447 women had 
died. 

Women who used 
Estrogen at any time after 
menopause had death rates 
20 per cent lower than non- 
users, meaning they lived Vz 
years longer than non-users, 
Ross said. 

Women who were still tak- 
ing Estrogen and bad done so 
for at least 15 years had death 
rates 40 per cent lower than 
non-users , which translates to 
20 years of extra life, be said. 

Es trogen replacem en t 
therapy started as a way to 


decrease menopausal symp- 
toms including hot flashes, 
vaginal dryness and 
headaches. • - 

: :!!Sfedies prompted 

doctors to prescribe it to pre- 
vent heart disease and 
osteoporosis, the bone-brit- 
tleness ailment that makes 
elderly women prone to frac- 
tures. In the 1970s, resear- 
chers found that Estrongen 
increased the risk of cancers 
of the breast and the en- 
dometrium, or lining of the 
uterus. 

The new study dealt only 
with Estrogen, not the less 
common Estrogen-Progestin 
pills. 




Chest pain linked 
to heart attacks 
after surgery 


BOSTON (R) — Patients 
who don’t get enough blood 
flowing into their hearts soon 
after an operation face a 
higher risk of developing a 
heart attack or other serious 
heart problems several days 
following surgery, doctors re- 
port. 

The finding, published in 
the New England Journal of 
Medicine, could help pa- 
tients avoid fatal heart 
attacks and other heart prob- 
lems that develop in people 
who undergo surgery for con- 
ditions unrelated to heart dis- 
ease. 

Medical researchers led by 
Dr. .Dennis Mangano of the 
University of California at 
San Francisco said the find- 
ings “ suggest that patients 
may warrant more intensive 
monitoring and intervention ** 
during the period immediate- 
ly alter surgery. 

The discovery that a pa- 
tient’s heart isn’t gening 
enough blood , a condition 
known as Ischemia, “may 
well bold the key to reduc- 
ing” the number of heart 
attack deaths after an opera- 
tion, they said. 

Out of 25 million Amer- 
icans who have surgery each 
year for problems other than 
heart disease, three million 
are candidates for a heart 
attack. About 50,000 actually 


have an attach within days of 
their operation. 

“ More titan half the 40,000 
deaths after surgery are 
caused by cardiac events," 
said the doctors. 

The new study was an 
effort to find a way to predict 
which people face the highest 
risk for developing those af- 
ter-surgery heart attacks. 

The doctors tested and 
continuously monitored 474 
men scheduled to have non- 
emergency, non-heart 
surgery at the Veterans 
Affairs Medical Centre in 
San Francisco. All were be- 
lieved to be suffering from 
heart disease. 

Eighty-three of the pa- 
tients developed some form 
of heart problem , usually 
more than three days after 
their operation. 

Five of the 83 men died of 
a heart attack , and one bad a 
fatal case of heart failure. 
Another seven had non-total 
heart attacks , two had 
periodic heart pain, 30 de- 
veloped congestive heart fai- 
lure and 38 began abnormally 
tost heartbeats. 

When the researchers 
looked at what had happened 
to the patients before their 
heart problems developed, 
they discovered that virtually 
all bad developed Ischemia. 


Genetic engineering produces clotting 
protein for hemophilia victims 


By Daniel Q. Haney 

The Associated Press 

BOSTON — Hemophilia vic- 
tims, many already unwit- 
tingly infected with AIDS, 
should • be spared from other 
i blood-borne viruses by highly 
' purified clotting proteins 
made through genetic en- 
gineering, new research sug- 
gests. 

The first large-scale testing 
of this gene-spliced subst- 
ance, called Recombinant 
Factor MIL shows that it 
works just as well as the 
natural variety of Factor VU1 
derived from human blood 
plasma. 

The development could 
allow hemophiliacs to 
routinely take preventative 
doses, as diabetics take in- 
sulin. one specialist says. 

“It’s a tremendous advance 
and one we are all excited 
about for the hemophiliac 
community. ” said Dr. Jeanne 
M. Lusher, who tested the 
new clotting material at Chil- 
dren’s Hospital of Michigan 
in Detroit. 

Hemophilia is caused by a 
genetic defect that is passed 
from mothers to sons and 
afflicts about 20.000 Amer- 
ican men. Victims toil to pro- 


duce enough Factor VUI. a 
protein necessary for the 
body to form clots to stop 
bleeding. Without treatment, 
cuts may bleed for days, and 
bleeding into the joints can 
cause crippling de formities. 

Injections of Factor Mil 
derived for donated blood 
can control bleeding. But 
early in the AIDS epidemic , 
Factor VIII was widely 
tainted with HIV , the AIDS 
rirus, though no one knew it 
at the time. As a result, about 
60 per cent of hemophiliacs 
are infected with HIV. even 
though most do not have 
AIDS. 

New purification techni- 
ques have made Factor VUI 
free of HIV, but some spe- 
cialists worry that some new 
microbe might silently infil- 
trate this treatment again if 
blood remains the sole 
source. 

Now, two companies are 
competing to introduce Fac- 
tor Vm made by inserting a 
human gene into animal tis- 
sue that chums out the pro- 
tein in large quantities. Since 
they involve no blood, the 
products should not contain 
viruses or potentially harm tol 
human proteins that can slip 
through purification pro- 


cesses. 

‘ There is an inherent risk 
with using any human plas- 
ma-derived blood product 
said Lusher. “ The main 
advantage is that since these 
products are not derived in 
any way from human blood, 
there is no risk of transmit- 
ting human blood-borne 
viruses." 

Last year, Baxter Heal- 
thcare of Deerfield. Ul.k, re- 
ported on preliminary use of 
its variety of recombinant 
Factor VIH on two patients. 
In the latest issue of New 
Eng/and Journal of Medi- 
cine, Berkeley, California- 
based Cutter Biological de- 
scribed results of testing its 
competing product on 107 
hemophiliacs. Both forms of 
Factor MU are being consi- 
dered for approval by the 
U.S. Food and Drug Admi- 
nistration (FDA). 

“The result were excel- 
lent,” said Cutter’s Dr. 
Richard S. Schwartz. “We 
could demonstrate that biolo- 
gically, Recombinant Factor 
Mil behaves similarly to 
plasma-derived Factor VIII. " 

Most of the patients in the 
study have been using the 
genetiotUy engineered Factor 
MU tor nearly two years. 


The treatment effectively 
controlled their bleeding and 
caused no unwanted side 
effects. 

Besides being safe, the re- 
combinant products also 
should help assure a steady 
supply. Two years ago, 
hemophiliacs experienced a 
shortage of Factor VUI after 
f. U P “ PKV screening at 
the American Red Cross, a 
primary producer, forced it 
to withhold about 7 per cent 
of the nation’s total produc- 
tion. 

A/an Brownstein, execu- 
tie National 
Hemophiha Foundation , said 
ttat absolutely safe Factor 
VUI could allow hemophi- 
ro take regular prevep- 
toe doses of Fa ao r VUI. just 
as diabetics take insulin? 

©flfens the potential for 
people with hemophilia to 
have an interim cure,” said 
Brownstein. “ The reason 
why people with hemophiha 
d ° n °J tejh themselJes as 
diabetics do preventively is 
because we are still talking 

tr buman ^°urce pr J. 

' l we hnd a product 
^Odnd which there is zero 
question, then people could 

l^Jyberid^ieMen- 

bal of bleeding episodes 



Badran 
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Arab territories into Jordanian 
territory, the prime minister re- 
plied: “We will not allow that 
even if we have to use anas. We 
will not allow (the Israeli*) to 
empty the West Bank of its 
people.” 

Asked to comment on news 
reports of massive Israeli milit- 
ary deployment along die cease- 
fire tines with Jordan, Badran 
said that he believed there were 
preparations on the other side 
but no massive build-up of 
troops. 

News reports, neither con- 
firmed nor denied by Jordanian 
officials, here talked about de- 
ployment of most of Jordan’s 
armed forces on the central and 
southern front with Israel. Milit- 
ary analysts recently quoted 
in the British press said that 
Jordan, fearing an Israeli thrust 
through the south of the country 
towards Iraq,, is sending a signal 
that it would immediately retali- 
ate. 

Israel has said that it had no 
hostile intentions against Jordan 
but did not rule out using Jorda- 
nian territory or airspace to 
launch an attack on Iraq. Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein, 
however, vowed that in case his 
country was attacked by the 
U.S.-led forces in the Gulf, 
Israel would be (he frist target 
for its retaliation. 

The prime minister denied 
that a state of emergency has 
been declared at Jordanian hos- 
pitals. But the Higher Council of 
Defence “has taken a decision to 
increase the state of prepared- 
ness after Jan. 15,” be said. 

During the exchange with the 
prime minister, a number of 
deputies put forward some prop- 
osals to deal with the Gulf crisis. 
These included condemnation of 
U.S. arrogance, appealing to the 
U.S. Congress to respond to 
peace calls, issuing a call to the 
Arab peoples to form a united 
front on the side of Iraq and 
staging a one-hour strike on Jan. 
15 to protest U.N. Security 
Council measures against Iraq. 

Deputy Abdul Menem Abu 
Zant, the only Brotherhood de- 
puty to speak during the lively 
debate, trailed on the govern- 
ment and people to immediately 
apply Islamic Sharia law “if they 
sought victory from God.” 


Border 
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allow the use of Saudi airspace 
for a flight carrying Vietpgmese 
-evacuees from Amman ttr Hanoi 
and a decision by the Tnferaa- 
tional Organisation for Migra- 
tion, (IOM), which has been 
arranging the passage home for 
evacuees, to leave Jordan (see 
*)• 

“Two planes carrying eva- 
cuees were allowed to use Saudi 
airspace but a third one was 
turned back,” the prime minister 
told tire Lower House of Parlia- 
ment in a regular session. “The 
U.N. staff (IOM) have declared 
that they are leaving Jordan to- 
day,” he said. 

“Saudi Arabia is dosing its 
airspace and the Egyptians 
would also do so on Jan. 13,” 
Badran said. “As a result, the 
evacuees will have to stay in 
Jordan. And with no U.N. orga- 
nisation and no evacuation 
flights, we have to accommodate 
and feed the people, and we are 
unable to do so,” he explained. 

In light of these develop- 
ments, “we have asked Iraq not 
to allow any evacuees into Jor- 
dan as of today,” be said. 


It is estimated that about two 
million foreigners remain in Iraq 
and Kuwait. With the borders of 
Iran and Turkey remaining 
dosed, and with the internation- 
al air blockade on Iraq, the only 
outward route for them had 
been through Jordan. Both Iran 
and Turkey have demanded in- 
ternational contributions and 
help in advance, prior to open- 
ing their borders for the eva- 
cuees. 

Iran, which allowed in less 
than 1,000 foreigners across its 
bozder with Iraq daring Ausnt 
and September, has said that it 
would need between $40 million 
and $50 mfllion to help it cope 
with any massive inlnx of eva- 
cuees. 

Turkey, which permitted ab- 
out 70,000 refugees to use its 
territory during September and 
October, said Wednesday it was 
preparing for a wave of evacuees 
across, its border. 


Mitterrand 
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Cameroni was unable to say 
whether Aziz had made his offer 
before or since a new proposal 
from the EC to talk to Aziz in 


Cameroni said Aziz, had told 
Swiss Foreign Minister Rene 
Felber he was available im- 
mediately. 

Earlier on Wednesday Lux- 
emourg Foreign Minister Jac- 
ques Poos said the EC had made 
another offer to meet Aziz in the 
next few days, probably in 
Algiers. 

Iraq has twice rejected pre- 
vious EC offers to talks in Lux- 
embourg, instead suggesting a 
meeting in Baghdad. 

Mitterrand also said that war 
in the Gulf could be averted if 
Iraq announced before next 
week’s deadline that it had be- 
gun withdrawal from Kuwait. 

Mitterrand, at a news confer- 
ence coinciding with the evening 
session of the U.S.-Iraqi talks in 
Geneva, said war was “practical- 
ly certain” if Iraq remained in- 
transigent until Tuesday’s dead- 
line to withdraw from Kuwait or 
face military action. 

While stressing that France 
sought a total, prompt Iraqi 
withdrawal, Mitternrand said an 
Iraqi promise to pull out could 
suffice to avoid the start of war. 

. He said it was posable that 
U.N. Secretary General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar, backed by 
unspecified Arab countries, 
could oversee the withdrawal 


process. 

“Cbuld one judge it suffient to 
■ avoid' starting, an -armed, con- 
flict... if the start of a withdrawal 
was announced, executed, prog- 
rammed and controlled (before 
Jan. 15)?” Mitterrand asked. He 
then said U.S. President George 
Bush, to whom he spoke by 
telephone shortly before the 
news conference, had mentioned 
a proposal which allowed him to 
think such an outcome was 
possible. 

Mitterrand, responding to 
speculation that be might go to 
Baghdad, said he would not rule 
out such a visit if he deemed the 
conditions were right “but such 
is not my feeling at the mo- 
ment.” 

A French expert on Arab 
affairs and emissary of Mitter- 
rand meanwhile, left Paris for 
Geneva Wednesday on a mission 
related to the U.S.-Iraq talks. 

It was not clear whai Edgard 
Pisani, president of the Institute 
of the Arab World, was to 
undertake in Geneva. 

Associates of Pisani would not 
comment publicly on the visit, 
but one said, “be has had many 


contacts for the past several 
months, especially in the past 
days of fee Gulf crisis. ” 

The associate, who would not 
be further identified, would not 
describe the contacts Pisani bad 
or what his mission in Geneva 
was. 

Mitterrand said at the press 
conference that if Iraq refused to 
begin the withdrawal process be- 
fore the U.N. deadline, Paris 
would convene an extraordinary 
session of parliament on Jan. 17, 
presumably to consider French 
participation in a war. 

In the event of fighting, 
France “will fulfill its duty,” said 
Mitterrand, who has sent 10.000 
troops to Saudi Arabia. 

Mitterrand said France and 
the United States were in accord 
on fee need for Iraq to announce 
before Jan. 15 that it would 
withdraw completely from 
Kuwait. 

Bnt the president acknow- 
ledged France’s differences with 
fee United States over the de- 
sirability of an international con- 
ference that would deal wife the 
Isrash-Falestiman conflict. 

Iraq favours such a confer- 
ence, as does France, while the 
United States says agreement 
now on such a meeting would be 
tantamount to rewarding Iraq. 

Mitterrand said France was 
ready to press ahead with peace 
initiatives up to the deadline. 
But be ruled out sending a high- 
level emissary, such as Foreign 
Minister Roland Dumas, to 
Baghdad. 

Earlier Wednesday, Dumas 
said France was prepared to 
pursue an all-out quest for peace 
in the Gulf “until the last mi- 
nute” before the deadline. 

German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl discussed the Gulf crisis in 
separate telephone conversa- 
tions with Mitterrand and Tur- 
kish President Turgut Ozal 
Wednesday, Kohl's spokesman 
said. 

Spokesman Dieter Vogel told 
a news conference the three 
leaders had agreed that every- 
thing possible must be done to 
resolve the crisis peacefully. 

’‘They also agreed that the 
United Nations resolutions must 
be fully adhered to,” Vogel said. 

Bonn has expressed foil sup- 
port for Washington's handling 
of the crisis, but has not sent any 
troops to the Gulf region be- 
cause of a constitutional provi- 
sion barring the despatch of its 
soldiers outside the NATO area. 

Germany this week sent 18 
fighter aircraft to Turkey, the 
only NATO member state bor- 
derign Iraq. 


6-day week 
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public responded favourably. 
Now that the arrangements have 
served their purpose, there is a 
good chance for returning to fee 
previous programme of six 
working days a week, he said. 

Taher noted that employees 
and fee public in general had 
contributed towards the success 
of fee trial period which allowed 
the government sufficient time 
to boost its oil reserves. The 
minister said feat measures in- 
troduced to save fuel consump- 1 
tion in other areas would remain 
fee same. 

He said that fee government 
employees were required to ex- 
ert all their efforts to provide 
public services and increase pro- 
duction in the face of any even- 
tuality and emergency in the 
region. 

On Oct. 6 the government 
decided not only that govern- 
ment offices will have a two-day 
weekend, on Thursdays and Fri- 


days, but also introduced mea- 
sures limiting the working hours 
of restaurants, shops, satires and 
other businesses. Stores now 
close at 8:30 p.m. while res- 
taurants and pharmacies can stay 
open longer. 

“The government took the de- 
cision to return to the six-day 
working week after carefully 
studying all financial, economic 
and soda! situation resulting 
from the change in office hours, 
and found that it would be more 
beneficial to the country and the 
national interest to return to fee 
previous arrangement,” the 
minister pointed out. 

Referring to the savings of 
foe] and oil, fee minister said 
feat fee last quarter of 1990 had 
witnessed a clear decline in fee 
consumption of oil and its va- 
rious products which helped 
boost fee Kingdom’s oil re- 
serves. 1 

“The savings came as a result 
of the government measures to 
ration oil consumption on the 
one hand and the public’s 
favourable response and aware- 
ness under fee present economic 
situation on fee other,” the 
minister pointed ouL 

He said that fuel saving by 
having Thursdays off accounted 
for a very meagre margin com- 
pared to the total savings of feel 
over the past three months. 

In electridty, Taher said, a 
total of 5,940 tonnes of feel was 
saved on a monthly basis esti- 
mated to be worth $772,000, 
which means a total of nearly $3 
million over fee past months. 

He said that the rationing . 
programme adopted by the gov- 
ernment with regard to lighting 
government offices during the 
day, banning the use of aircondi- 
tioning systems and reducing 
street lights to a half as well as 
dosing stores and restaurants at 
fixed hours at night and saved 
the country nearly $1.1 million. 

Taher said the gasoline sales 
for vehicles also dropped follow- 
ing August 1990. He said that m 
September gas stations sold 
3,760 tonnes less gasoline than in 
August, saving some SI. 135 mil- 
lion in the process. 

He said that in October sales 
of oil products dropped by 5,718 
tonnes, worth JD 1,726,330, and 
in November 1,600 tonnes worth 
JD A 82,900. 

“Total gasoline sales m Au- 
gust and November dropped by 
around 11,000 tonnes, worth 
nearly JD 3.3 million, which 
means the country has saved 
some JD 5 million is fuel oil and 
gasoline over the past three 
months,” the minister added. 

Taher urged members of the - 
'public to continue rationing but 
consumption to safeguard 
national interest. 


Settlers 
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Soviet Jews, or nearly two per 
cent of fee new arrivals, have 
settled in fee occupied territor- 
ies. 

Haaretz said about 1,200 
Soviets have moved to Ariel, a 
settlement of 8.500 in the central 
West Bank. Hundreds of Soviet 
Jews also live in Kiryat Arba and 
Maale Adumim, two ether large 
West Bank settlements, fee news- 
paper said. 

President Mikhail S. Gor- 
bachev said Tnesday there is an 
“open door” for Israeli Premier 
Yitzhak Shamir to discuss the 
Arab-Israeli conflict with Mos- 
cow, according to fee head of 
the World Jewish Congress. 

Edgar Bronfman met wife 
Goriachev for nearly an hour 
Tuesday. He said the Soviet 
leader also sought to assure fee 


United States that there will be 
no change in Soviet foreign poli- 
cy despite the resignation of 
Foreign Minister Eduard She- 
vardnadze. 

The Kremlin meeting cen- 
tered on the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict, Bronfman said. 

Gorbachev said there was an 
“open door for Sh amir " to dis- 
cuss with the Soviets all prob- 
lems relating to the conflict, 
according to Bronfman. 

'He interpreted Gorbachev's 
as meaning the Israeli premier 
would be able to hold a direct 
dialogue with the Soviet leuler. 

Bronfman aide Elan Steinberg 
said Bronfman would convey fee 
substance of fee Kre mlin meet- 
ing to Israeli officials. 

Bronfman, the first president 
of the World Jewish Congress to 
meet wife a Kremlin leader, said 
Gorbachev told him feat Soviet 
reforms “cannot go backwards.” 

The reforms have resuited in 
fee wave of Soviet Jews moving 
to Israel. 


Khamenei 
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Islamic movement,” Khamenei 
said. 

The speech came as an Iraqi 
delegation led by Izzat Ibrahim, 
vice chairman of the revolution- 
ary Command Council, held its' 
second day of talks in Tehran. 

Ib rahim is the highest ranking 
Iraqi official to visit Iran since 
fee Gulf war feat ended wife a 
1988 cease-fire. 

He is accompanied by Deputy 
Prime Minister Sa'doun Hama- 
di. Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Mohammad Sahaf. 
Minister of Transportation 
Mohammad Hamzi, and a num- 
ber of other officials. 

The Iranian Foreign Munster 
said Tuesday Iran and Iraq had 
agreed to pull back their remain- 
ing forces to create a two- 
kilometre -wide buffer zone 
along fee 1,200-kilometre bor- 
der bv noon Wednesday (930 
GMT). 

Iranian officials and repre- 
sentatives of fee U.N. Irau-Iraq 
Military Observer Group (UN- 
UMOG} were not available on 
Wednesday to confirm that the 
withdrawal bad been completed. 

1 Before the scheduled pull- 
back. the pro-government 
Tehran Times said President All 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani was 
likely to press for an Iraqi pull- 
out from Kuwait when he met 
Ibrahim. 

“Political observers maintain 
feat Rafsanjani will certainly re- 
mind Ibrahim of dangers cf 
another war Jn j tbe region which., 
w6u3d- not : - interest of ‘ 

Muslims,'' the English-language.', 
paper said.' 

“Iran will not tolerate any 
geographical changes because it 
would be fee beginning of a new 
period of instability,” it said, 
referring to Iranian opposition 
to giving Iraq control of two 
islands, which have been men- 
tioned as key parts of any com- 
promise plan to persuade Iraq to 
leave Kuwait without war. 

Iran’s first priority was to pre- 
vent the outbreak of a war over 
Kuwait, fee paper said, but if 
military clashes did take place, 
Western forces should refrain 
from attacking Muslim holy 
shrines in Iraq. 

Iran made a point of not bom- 
barding the four holy towns of 
Najaf, Karbala. Samarra and 
Kadhamain during its so-called 
“war of the cities" with Iraq. 
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“supervision” of Iraq’s arsenal 
of weapons, and an Israeli di- 
plomatic source said a system of 
“buffer zones” was envisaged. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak Tuesday threatened to 
change sides if Israel entered a 
war against Iraq, according to 
accounts by Egypt’s three major 
state-owned newspapers. 

The president speaking to re- 
porters. leading writers, news- 
a papers editors, and other prom- 
inent intellectuals at fee opening 
of Cairo’s annual international 
book fair. 

Asked by a writer and political 
analyst what if Israel entered a 
war against Iraq in response to 
an Iraqi missle attack on it, 
Mubarak said: 

“We do not agree to any 
Israel’s intervention under any 
circumstances. We will im- 
mediately change our position to 
fee opposite because we will 
never permit feat.” 

“I do not believe feat Israel 
will be involved so that it does 
□ot become a U.S. -Israeli opera- 
tion,” he was quoted by fee AI 
Akhbar as saying. 

He said he “absolutely sees no 
room for Israel. But it would be 
a problem if rt happened.’’ 

Another daily, Al 
Gomhouria, quoted Mubarak as 
saying feat he “exechides” fee 
possibility because Israel would 
not be permitted to enter a war 
against Iraq, “even if an Iraqi 
missle was directed to it.” 


Geneva 
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“But we had grave or big 
differences about fee issues,” he 
said. 

Aziz did not mention the word 
Kuwait during his 45-minute 
news conference. 

He accused Washington of ap- 


plying double standards in fee 
Middle East, tolerating Israel's 


Israel 

(Con tin ne d from page 1) 
intact. 

The foreign minister spoke of 


Middle East, tolerating Israel's 
occupation of Arab land but 
being harsh on Iraq. 

“When it comes to the Arabs 
you raise the stick. We are fed 
up wife the policy of double 
standards," he said. 

Ariz said Iraq wzs willing to eli- 
minate its nuclear and chemical 
weapons it Israel did the same. 

“Iraq is ready to join an agree- 
ment to eliminate all mass- 
desxructicn weapons in fee whole 
region, including nuclear weapons, 
biological weapons and chemical 
weapons," he said. 

“Israel also has these weapons and 
no one has demanded that it get rid 
of its arsenal," he said. 

Aziz advocated an Arab soltxtioa, 
but Baker “strongly refused that 
path,” insisting feat it fee Gulf crisis 
was one for the international com- 
-.munky to resolve. 

: A4iz said he told Baker that' Iraq 
. would “like to have genome con- 
structive dialogue between ow two 
nations in order to make peace in fee 
region and between our two na- 
tions.” 

Aziz rejected charges by Baker in 
his news conference feat Iraq had 
made a series of miscalculations ever 
since it invaded Kuwait on Aug. 2. 

“I made dear to him that we have 
not made recalculations. We are 
very well aware of fee situation... we 
know all the facts about the situa- 
tion," he said. 

Aziz said the Gulf crisis had to be 
tackled together wife all other Mid- 
dle East questions including fee 
Israeli-Palestinion dispute — a link- 
age firmly rejected by Washington. 

“If you are ready to bring about 
peace to fee region (as a whole)... 
we are ready to cooperate," he said. 

“» explained to him feat the 
Palestinian question is a matter of 
national security- to Iraq. 

“If Che Palestinian question is not 
resolved, we do not feel secure in 
our country," lie added, mentioning 
an Israeli air raid in 198! on a 
nuclear reactor near Baghdad. 

Aziz said Iraq would be willing to 
accept an life-hour peace mission to 
Baghdad by U.N. Secretary General 


Javier Perez de Cuellar, an idea also 
mentioned by Baker and Bush as a 
possible last resort. 

Explaining why be bad refused to 
accept from Baker a letter from 
Bush addressed to Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein, Aziz said it was 
not couched in the respectful lan- 
guage that should be used between 
beads of state. 

“When a bead of state writes to 
another head of state a letter, and if 
he really intends to reach peace... he 
should use polite language,” be said. 

“We are a proud nation. We shall 
not accept to be created as a nation 
of underdogs. We would like to tie 
treated in a dignified and just man- 
ner." 

Asked under what circumstances 
Iraq would withdraw from Kuwait, 
Aziz said: ‘Ttn not going to answer 
bypotbetics." 

“If the United States is ready to 
address all the issues in fee region on 
the same principles, the same 
criteria, Iraq win do its contribution 
in a sincere and serious manner," he 
added. 

“I didn't find anything new in 
what Mr. Baker said,” Aziz said. 

“We are prepared for all expecta- 
tions. If they attack Iraq, we mil not 
be surprised," Aziz said. “Iraq will 
defend itself in a very bold manner." 

Aziz insisted that Baghdad will not 
attack the U.S. allies, more than a 
half-million of whom are massed in 
fee Gulf against a like number of 
Iraqi soldiers. 

“Iraq is not going .to attack any 
party before it is attacked," be said. 


Bush said Iraq gave the United 
States a “total stiff aim" in Geneva 
and feat it is up to Iraq to decide 
whether there will be peace or war. 

“I have not given up on a peaceful 
outcome," Bush told reporters. “It 
isn't too late. But now as it’s been 
before, fee choice of peace or war is 
really Saddam Hussein's to make." 

“Balter could report no progress 
at all," Bush said. 

He said “the only bright spot" he 
saw from fee meeting is that Aziz 
“sees now and I hope he will report 
bade to the president, that the Un- 
ited States is prepared to do its 
part," to force Iraq out of Kuwaiti 

Bush bad described the talks as a 
final chance for Iraq to choose be- 
tween peace and war. 

Bush said be had not given up 
hope for a peaceful solution to the 
Gulf crisis and called for a strong 
signal from Congress to demonstrate 
U.S. resolve against Iraq. 

Baker was due to travel to front- 
line Gulf allies, including Turkey, 
Egypt, Saudi Arabia and Syria, in 
the next four days and was expected 
to focus on p lanning fee political 
ramifications of a war against Iraq. 

Baker ruled out a return to the 
U.N. Security Council to discuss the 
Jan. 15 deadline again. 

He said the meeting finally broke 
up because both ministers h3d run 
out of things to say. “He said every- 
thing he came to say and I said 
everything I came to say." be added. 

Baker said the United Suites 
would order Iraq to reduce and 
downgrade its diplomatic presence in 
the United States on-Jan^m, but£v 
would allow a small contingent tcv-^. 
remain. 

Baker seemed in sombre mood. 

He did not issue any specific threats 
at fee news conference, and said he 
had not "pounded the table" in the 
Aziz meeting. 

"We still have six days. I just hope 
they will think about this meeting," 
Baker said. 

Perez de Cuellar is ready to launch 
an 1 1th- hour peace mission to Bagh- 
dad before fee Jan. 15 deadline, 
U.N. officials said. 

"The secretary-general has indi- 
cated many times feat he is ready to 
go to Baghdad if it is necessary," 
said U.N. spokesman Francois 

Gi uliani 

“He is considering the possibility 
of such a trip, but no decision has 
been taken and certainly none will 
be taken before we know fee out- 
come of fee Geneva meeting, be said 
while fee talks were still on. 

Baker said in Geneva that 
“perhaps there might be a way that 
fee secretary-general of fee United 
Nations can use his good offices here 
in fee remaining six or so days feat 
we have left."” 

Giuliani had no immediate re- 
sponse to Baker's comment, but he 
has said previously that Perez de 


Cuellar could be off in a matter c 
horns. 

Bush asked Congress Tuesday t 
pass a resolution audio rising the us 
of force in the Gulf. The preside* 
summoned supporters to fee Whit 
House Wednesday to discuss tft 
resolutions that the House and So- 
nic will debate later in fee week. 

Before fee Geneva talks broke Uf 
Bush issued an order enabling him t 
put fee U.S. economy on a wa 
Tooting, renewing fee authority c 
fee armed forces to have first caO o 
food, energy, transport, constrnctio 
materials and other resources. 

U.S. defence officials said De 
fence Secretary Richard Cheae 
might seek to activate up to on 
tniHion reservists to support abou 
600,000 troops in the U.S.-led coal 
tion in the Gulf. 

Bush's action gives fee secretar 
Of agriculture authority to plac 
orders for prompt delivery of a 
food resources; the secretary c 
eneigy authority over energy; fo 
secretary of transportation authorit 
over all forms of dvfl transportatio 
and fee secretary of commerce au 
thoriry over the articles and mate 
rials, including construction mate 
rials. 

Bush said fee authority wifi not b 
used until Cheney determine 
prompt delivery of the materials "fo 
the exclusive use of fee armed force 
of fee United States is in fee interet 
of national security," and until Enei 
gy Secretary James D. W'atkin 
makes a similar determination abou 
materials for fee atomic energy prog 
ramme . 


Muslim 


(Continued from page 1) 


portrayed Saddam as the spea 
carrier of Islam pitted agains 
Western imperialism and cot 
nipt Arabs. 

“The Islamic awakenini 
reached its zenith when Saddan 
resorted to Allah and began ti 
address the infidel with words o 
Allah," Tamimi said of Iraq’ 
August takeover of Kuwait. 

Sheikh Abdul Hamid A 
Sayeb, speaker of the Palestint 
National Council, said Islas 
“forbade capitulation and sur 
Tender to humiliation.” 

Outside the U.S. and Britisi 
missions, members of Iraqi pro 
fessional associations o 
lawyers and political sdeno 
graduates chanted “U.S. arm; 
go home'’ in English and “W< 
love Saddam” in Arabic. 

“We want a permanent ant 
just peace in the Middle Has 
and that is impossible unless chi 
Palestinian problem, the fun 
damental problem, is resolved,’ 
said Shafik Al Samarrai, dean o 
die political science college o 
Baghdad. 

In Mecca, meanwhile pro 
Saudi Muslim scholars began : 
three-day conference to discus; 
the Gulf crisis' and a Saadi Ara 
bian religious authority called ii 
Iraqi soldiers to disobey the gov 
ernment's orders. 

Sheik Abdul Aziz Ben Ba; 
told members of the Islamit 
Popular Conference that Iraq's 
invasion of Kuwait was againsi 
the teachings of Islam. 

“The Iraqi army should dis- 
obey Saddam’s orders because 
they are against Islam,” Ben Bm 
said. 

More than 80 scholars froo: 
various countries including 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Egypt. 
Sudan, Turkey, Jordan, Nigeria, 
Lebanon and Australia are parti 
dpating in the conference. 

“We have assembled here tc 
support righteousness and high- 
light the evil consequences oi 
Saddam's acts and bad inten- 
tions," Ben Baz said. 

The Islamic Popular Confer- 
ence was set up in 1982 to give 
backing to Iraq in its war againsi 
Iran. As some of its members 
were meeting in Baghdad, 
others came to Saudi Arabia. 
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Top seeds tumble from New 
South Wales Tennis Open 


NBA ROUNDUP 


SYDENY (Agencies) — Jonas 
Svensson and Andrei Cherkasov 
joined -the long list of seeds to 
tumble out of tbe New South 
Wales Open Tennis tournament 
Wednesday. 

By tbe end of the day’s play 
only two men's seeds were left in 
the event, third seed Guy Foiget 
of France and sixth seeded 
American Aaron Krickstein. 

Sweden's Svensson, the 
tournament's second seed, was 
convincingly defeated by his 
long-time friend Magnus Gus- 
tafsson 3-6 6-4 6-4 in their first 
round match, which was stand 
Tuesday. Gustafsson broke 
Svensson’s serve 10 times in the 
match. 

Later in the day seventh seed 
Cherkasov, from the Soviet Un- 
ion. was easily defeated by 
Argentina's Martin Jaite 6-4 6-1. 

Number one seed Ivan Lendl 
departed the tournament Tues- 
day after forfeiting his first 
round match against Australian 
Wally Masur. 

Lendl withdrew suffering from 
a stomach injury, but said he 
believed he would recover in 
time to defend his title at next 
weeks Australian Open in Mel- 
bourne. 

In contrast, the event’s seeded 
women players fared a l.ot better 
with the top three making it 
through to the third round. 
There are still 12 women seeds 
left in the event. 

Number one seed American 
Mary-Joe Fernandez made a 
tentative but promising return to 
competitive tennis after surgery, 
to dismiss Canada's Patricia Hy 
641 6-1. 

The world's number four 
ranked player underwent 
surgery in December to remove 
a wart on the inside of her rieht 


band, which was affecting her 
grip. Fernandez had not played a 
tournament since November. 

"I didn't play a pre- 
tournament last year and I felt 
that although I did well at tbe 
(Australian) Open my first few 
matches were a little bit 
shanky,” said Fernandez, 
runner-up at last year's open. 

Fernandez said her match 
against Hy. in which she took 
(he first set by breaking the 
Canadian’s serve at 5-4. was 
tough as she is still not match fit. 

“But as each match goes by I 
feel I will be in better shape,” 
she said. 

Second seed Arantxa Sanchez 
Vrcario used her powerful base- 
line game and an aggressive 
serve to defeat France's Alexia 
Dechaume 6-3 6-1. 

Fourth-seeded American Zina 
Garrison also had an easy win. 
displaying penetrating precision 
to account for fellow-Americau 
Kathy Rinaldi 6-1 6-3. 

The world’s 10th -ranked player 
consistently placed the ball only _ 
centimetres inside the 'court with 
powerful forehand and back- 
hand strokes. Although Rinaldi 
tried to match her. the young 
American made a number of 
unforced errors, double faulting 
five times. 

In other women’s play, Sabine 
Appelmans of Belgium, the- 11th 
seed, beat Anne Minter of Au- 
stralia. 6-0, 6-2-Rosalyn Fair- 
bank NidefFer. the 13th seed 
from the United States, defeated 
Nathalie Herreman of France 
6-2, 3-6, 6-4 and Carrie Cunning- 
ham of the U.S. downed 10th- 
seeded Laura Gildemeister of 
Peru 6-1, 6-1. 

Sanchez Vicario, the former 
French Open champion, used 
her trademark hard serve and 


fluent groundstrokes to over- 
come Dechaume. 

"I played really ■well consider- 
ing it was my first time in this 
tournament,’' Sanchez Vicario 
said. 

The Spaniard said she is be- 
coming more comfortable on 
surfaces other than day. includ- 
ing the rebound ace that is being 
used at this tournament and at 
next week’s Australian Open at 
Melbourne. 

“Three years ago when I 
started out 1 really only felt 
comfortable on day, not on 
bard courts like this one,’’ she 
said. “Thar's changing and I am 
working on my game to improve 
on every surface." 

Meanwhile leading tennis 
players Boris Becker and Pat 
Cash called Wednesday for an 
end to tennis matches played in 
the extreme beat of the Austra- 
lian summer. 

Former Wimbledon champion 
Cash said he did not want to see 
a player die before the rules 
were changed. 

“If it’s going to be dangerous 
to people then I think there 
should he a temperature where 
(matches) should stop,” Cash 
said. 

“I don't really know how. but 
I think we’re going to have to get 
medical people to say that it’s 
dangerous at a certain degree.” 

Three-time Wimbledon cham- 
pion Boris Becker agreed. 

'‘During the hottest part of the 
day, between 2 p.m. and 4 p.ni., 
maybe when it’s over 35-40 de- 
grees (Celsius) (95-104 degrees 
Fahrenheit) there shouldn’t be 
any games held.” the German 
said. 

A number of players have 
complained about the extreme 


Olympic champ gets revenge over 
Australian swimmer in Perth 


PERTH, Australia (R) — Olym- 
pic Champion Janet Evans, 
twice upstaged by Hayley Lewis 
this week, gained sweet revenge 
when she conquered the Austra- 
lian in the 400 metres freestyle at 
the World Swimming Cham- 
pionships Wednesday. 

The American, out of the 
medals in Monday's 400 indi- 
vidual medley and second "be- 
hind Lewis in die Tuesday’s 500 
freestyle, dearly meant business 
as she seized the lead from the 
start and sped to victory. 

Evans, beaten only once in 
her speciality events in a major 
championship in the past four 
years before Perth, inched ahead 
of her 16-year-old rival and 
touched nearly one second in 
front at the finish. 

The 19-year-old American 
clocked foui minutes 8.63 
seconds, with Lewis second in 
4:09.40 and 15-year*oId Suzu 
Chiba of Japan fluid in 4:11.44. 

It was a great result for Chiba 
who experienced the disappoint- 
ment of winning Tuesday’s 200 


freestyle B final in a time which 
would have won her the silver 
medal behind Lewis in the A 
final. 

Lewis, fastest qualifier ahead 
erf Evans, took her medal tally to 
three following her stiver in the 
400 individual medley and gold 
in the 200 freestyle.' 

Olympic champion Matt Biou- 
df gave die United States their 
sbeorid title of the evening, out- 
classing all rivals to retain his 100 
freestyle crown. 

Biondi, winner of seven med- 
als at the last World Chraa- 
pionsbips in Madrid in 1986, 
built up a commanding lead on 
the first length and looked un- 
assailable by the time he reached 
the torn the best part of a second 
in front. 

The big American, who 
trailed in sixth in Tuesday’s 100 
butterfly, touched in 49.18, with 
Swede Tommy Werner second 
in 49.63 and European cham- 
pion Giorgio Lamberti of Italy 
— the new 200 freestyle world 
champion — third in 49.82. 


Biondi was fast away with 
compatriot Shaun Jordan who 
had caused a delay with a false 
start at the first attempt to get 
tbe race going. 

Biondi hit tbe turn in 23.36. 
ahead of Werner and 1986 silver 
medallist Stephan Caron of 
France who faded on the second 
length to finish sixth. 

Krisztina Egerszegi main- 
tained Hungary’s -winning 
momentum, surging away with 
the women's 1(W metres back- 
stroke ahead of team mate 
Tunde Szabo. 

Egerszegi, who won Olympic 
gold in the 200 backstroke and 
silver in the 100, dominated the 
race and won in 1:01.78. 

Her victory followed the 
Hungarian world-record 
triumphs of Norbert Rozsa in 
the men's 100 breaststroke and 
Tam as Damyi in the 400 indi- 
vidual medley. 

Szabo, 16 like Egerszegi but a 
newcomer to tbe world stage, 
claimed the silver in 1:01.98. 


heat generated by the synthetic 

rebound ace courts used for 
most Australian tournaments, 

including the Australian Open. 

On-court temperatures were 
measured at 60 C (140 F) during 
last week's Australian Hard- 
court Championships in Ade- 
laide, prompting Austrian Horst 
Skoff to default midway through 
his first round match against 
American Jimmy Arias. 

Another Austrian, Ulrike 
Priller, was treated for heat ex- 
haustion during the 1990 
Danone Open in Brisbane. 

Air temperatures at tourna- 
ments in Adelaide and Brisbane 
last week reached 40 C (104 F). 

Australian John Fitzgerald de- 
scribed the conditions at last 
year’s Australian Hardcourt 
Championships in Adelaide as 
“life-threatening. ” 

The Players’ Council of the 
Association of Tennis Profes- 
. sionals (ATP) currently is study- 
ing tbe effects of heat and 
humidity with the intention of 
drawing up a code to be en- 
forced at ATP tournaments. 

Cash and Becker need not 
worry about the beat for the 
remainder of the week. 

They are playing in the six- 
man Rio Challenge Exhibition 
Tournament at Memorial Drive 
— daring which all matches will 
be played at night. 

Other playera in the field are 
Wimbledon champion Stefan 
Edbetg of Sweden, U.S. Open 
champion Pete Sampras of the 
United States, Goran Ivanisevic 
of Yugoslavia and American 
Richey Reneberg. 

The exhibition is one of a 
series of warmup events for the 
Australian Open, which begins 
Monday at the National Tennis 
Centre in Melbourne. 


Liverpool 
beats 2nd 
division cup 
challengers 

LONDON (R) — Liverpool, so 
nearly humiliated in the third 
round of tbe English F.A. Cup 
last weekend, crushed second- 
divison challengers Blackburn 
Rovers 3-0 : in the replay Tues- 
day. 

The league champions 
escaped one of the biggest upsets 
in F.A. Cup history Saturday 
when Blackburn, with a 1-0 
advantage, conceded an own 
goal seconds from time. 

But in the replay Liverpool 
took control from tbe opening 
whistle, notching two goals in 
the first 23 minutes. 

Ireland international Ray 
Houghton gave them the ideal 
start with a goal after 15 minutes 
and then set up the second for 
Welsh striker Ian Rush eight 
minutes later. 



Hie Associated Press 

KEVIN McHale, starting his 
.first game of the season be- 
cause of Larry Bird’s back 
injury, scored 28 points and 
the Boston Celtics won their 
fourth consecutive game by 
defeating the New York 
Krncks 101-87 Tuesday night. 

In other games Tuesday in 
the National Basketball Asso- 
ciation (NBA), it was Atlanta 
109, San Antonio 98; tbe Los 
Angelese Clippers 122, Indi- 
ana 107; Miami 9S, Sac- 
ramento 83; Detroit 101, 
Charlotte 98; Chicago 111, 
New Jersey 102; Portland 123, 
Houston 97; Milwaukee 99, 
Washington 96; Utah 110, 
Cleveland 88; Seattle 96, the 
Los Angles Lakers 88; and 
Golden State 147; Denver 
125. 

With Bird remaining in 
Boston with back spasms, the 
Celtics improved their record 
to 27-5, their best with five 
losses since they were 28-5 in 
1972-73. The victory also was 
Boston’s 12th in 13 games. . 

The Kiricks, who tost by 27 
points at Boston last week, led 
by as many as 11 in the first 
half of the rematch, but con- 
tinued their losing ways 
against tbe NBA’s best teams. 
They have lost 11 straight 
games to teams with winning 
records since beating Phi- 
ladelphia on Nov. 17. 

Patrick Ewing led the 
Knicfcs with 25 points despite 
missing 15 of his first 20 shots. 
Heat 95, Kin gs 83 

Sherman Douglas, back in 
the lineup after missing three 
games with a finger injury, 
had 20 points and eight assists 
as Miami handed Sacramento 
its 12th consecutive road loss. 
Rookie Travis Mays scored 19 
points and broke a Sac- 
ramento 'record by hitting all 
14 of his free throws. 

Hawks 109, Spurs 98 

Dominique Wilkins scored 
40 points, 10 after a fourth- 
quarter challenge by San 
Antonio, as Atlanta downed 
the surging Spurs for its 
seventh straight victory. 
David Robinson had 35 points 


and 16 rebounds for the 
Spurs. 

Clippers 122, Pacers 107 

Danny Manning and Benoit 
Benj amin scored 25 points 
apiece as Los Angeles ended a 
seven-game ■ losing streak. 
Ken Norman had 24 points for 
Los Angeles, 3-15 on the road 
this season. Reggie Miller led 
Indiana with 25 points. 
Pistons 101, Hornets. 98 

Isiah Thomas scored 27 
points and blocked' a shot with 
four seconds left as Detroit 
held off hapless Charlotte for 
its seventh straight victory. 
Mike Gminski scored 20 
points in his first start for 
Charlotte after his acquisition 
from Philadelphia. 

BoDs 111, Nets 102 

Michael Jordan scored 41 
points as Chicago won for the 
seventh time in eight games 
while sending New Jersey to 
its eighth straight loss. New 
Jersey got 15 points apiece 
from Sam Bowie and Derrick 
Cotoman. 

Trail Blazers 123, Rockets 
97 

Clyde Drexler, Kevin. 
Duckworth and Danny Ainge 
had 20 points apiece as Port- 
land improved to 10-0 against 
midwest divirion teams. Otis 
Thorpe led Houston with 17 
poinb and nine rebounds. 
Bucks 99, Bullets 96 

Frank Brickowslri hit two 
free throws with 15.8 seconds 
left as Milwaukee broke an 
18-year-old single-season dub 
with its 18th straight home 
victory. 

Jan U0, Cavafiere 88 

Jeff Malone scored 28 
points and the Utah Jazz had a 
25-5 surge in the third quarter 
en route to their sixth straight 
victory and Cleveland’s eighth 
straight loss. 

Sapersonics 96, Lakers 88 

Derrick McKey scored 29 
pointy and Seattle took advan- 
tage of the absence of Magic 
Johnson to beat Los.. Angeles 
Shawn Kemp and Michael 
Cage scored 14 points apiece 
for Seattle. 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY JANUARY 11, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Think in terms of cooperative 
arrangements and whatever obliga- 
tions yon would like to eliminate 
once and for all. Plan to make you 
mark in the world of creative activ- 
ity now. 

ARIES: (Man* 21 to April 19) 
You have some determined new 
condition you want to put in mo- 
tion but you have blocks or unfor- 
tunate conditions holding you op 
so accept them. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You want to burst out from under 
current limitations but you’d only 
find yourself further behind the 
eight ball of confusion so be pa- 
tient. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Whatever you have in mind that 
does necessitate contacting friends 
should be put off tiU a better time 
or if you must see them be most 
politic. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) If you take any chances 
with your good name or in any 
dealings with one who has power 
and position you are going to lose 
out a loL 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) There 
are some new interests and activi- 
ties that just fascinate you but they 
are not what you think they are for 
you have some reservations. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Financial obligations need to 
be treated with a great deal of 


respect now or you are apt to lose 
out with some associates who ex- 
pect a great deal. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) There are many points of dif- 
ferences between you and your 
allies now but you would be wise to 
avoid focusing any attention on 
where you disagree. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You have much work to do 
and you’d best do it instead of 
trying to get others to do it for you 
or neglecting to do it in an expert 
manner. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21 ) You now find that 
you are so eager to have a good 
time you can sidestep one of tbe 
most viul end important projects 
you have and lose much face. . 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Whatever you want to 
do that does require you to get tbe 
good will of your family is impor- 
tant and you should do nothing 
without tiieir ok. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) If you want to take a trip or 
communicate with others, you 
most have a very precise and care- 
ful course worked out or you can 
have fag troubles. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You now see that it is necessary 
for.you to have more money if you 
are able to keep ahead of your 
expenses but first delete unneces- 
sary expenses. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 
-MW0 Triton* Media Semcee. me. 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.1— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*6 91072 010654 #AK873 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East Sooth 
19 Dbl 3 7 ? 

What action do you take? 

Q*2 — As South, vulnerable, vou 
hold: 

4AQ94 9J IAQ *AK10742 
The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 
1 9 Pass 4 7 ? 

What action do you take? 

Q -3 — Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

*65 7Q30654 vK 5 *J1095 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

1 * Dbl 2 4 ? 

What action do you take? 


Q 4 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*32 7AK85 OAK 63 *K62 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
spade. What do you respond? 

Q.5— Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

*Q /TQJ42 OAJ 4AKJ932 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 * Pass 1 * Pass 

What do you bid now? 

Q-*— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*K107 9KQS OAQ93 *10*2 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North Ra^ t 

1 Pass I 9 Pa* 

1 NT Pass 2 ♦ Pass 

What do you bid now? 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY JANUARY 10, 1991 
Sy Astrologer. Cerro,, Rigger Fountsson 

1 _ anced appliance or invention than 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: ^iou ^ ^ to get ahead 


have a fag desire to produce results 
of your own choosing so make a 
point of getting into foe things you 
wish to do and cany through with 
ffrrigimm that you have made in 
die last weeks. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You certainly have the urge to get 
together with good friends and 
interesting acquaintances far more 
than usual so do so if posable. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You are eager to make your mark 
in the world now and you are now 
afae to do so by showing you are 
a good, solid arizen who likes dvic 
activities. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
are very openminded to aO kinks of 
new activities now so get out 'and 
get the various forms of literature 
necessary to answer any questions. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) There is an exceptional 
bunch yon now have that shows 
you the way to a greater amount of 
success and happiness so study how 
to increase your productivity. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Think 
over some course whereby you 
have tbe good will of a partner who 
is deeply involved in your affairs 
and with whom you need some 
close contact. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) The activities you have in mind 
•on this day requires a more adv- 


you are now using to get ahead 
with your duties. 

LIBRA; (September 23 to October 
22) You awake feeling just great 
and interested in putting your own 
special hobby or recreation in 
motion so you can enjoy it for 
sometime to come. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Let that family member 
who is somewhat disgruntled be 
more aware that you want peace 
and harmony at home and show 
you are a sincere family member. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Taking some time 
out to answer those communica- 
tions yon have received is voy good 
for you to contact others in every 
way possible. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) This is the moment 
when you can raise the level of yen r 
present income by some methods 
that may seem unusual but are in 
line with modem practices. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You have that urge now to 
force issues but a smile, a word of 
encourage mem and a pat on the 
back gels you what you want very 
easily today. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) All kinds of personal and pri- 
vate activity have to be done by 
you now if you are to gain the good 
will and tbe active alliance of tbe 
expen you really need. 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Morris 





“I discovered what's upsetting 
your stomach. There’s a family 
of fairies camped out in your 
belly button.” 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
oqe letter to each-square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


— EV' 
What's the 
latest gossip, 
Mr. Schultz? 



Answer hem: 


Yesterday’s 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon- 


{Answer* tomorrow) 
JACKET PICNIC 


Jumbles: BISON LINER JACKET PICNIC 
Answer What’s the only Illness you can catch from a 
hypochondriac?— A PAIN IN THE NECK 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Fred Toole 


ACROSS 
1 Certain 
paintings 
6 Sonic — 

10 Rose seed 
receptacles 

14 Fr. river 

15 Singer Pinza 

16 Verbal 

17 Case or way 

18 Croissant 

19 Speak wildly 

20 Wisdom 

22 Fret 

23 Brief letter 

24 Makes time 
26 Shaving foam 

30 Fr. town 

31 Salmagundi 

32 Work tor 
35 Gemstones 
39 Metric 

measure 

41 — Grande 

42 Regarding 


**3 Fresh 

44 indicators on 
cards 

46 Demolish 

47 Spectral 

49 Diminished 

.51 Meager 

54 "Beetle 
Bailey" dog 

56 Alba co re 

57 Thrashes 

63 Grandiose 

64 Alan — 

65 Hosiery 
thread 

66 Blue or green 

67 Dealer in 
futures 

68 Fr. resort 

69 Bullring 
cheers 

70 — - d’ oeuvres 

71 Relaxes 

DOWN 

1 — out 
(dispense) 

2 Regarding 

3 Producer 
Norman 

4 Rainbow 


|iiii 5355 


aaaai 


!■ aaaaa 


■■■■■aaaa 


yesterday’s Puzzle Solved: 


5 Placid 

6 Cap 

7 Pure air 

8 Lubncates 

9 Abuse 

10 Western 

11 Teed oH 

12 Macadamized 

13 Large 
amounts 

2l Painful 

25 Fall 
neavlfy 

26 Deprivation 

27 Can, prov. 

28 “Family — " 

29 Belmont and 
Preakness 

30 Snooty one 

33 Chi-chi 

34 Inlet 

38 Body study: 
abbr. 

37 Idle 

38 Vehicle 
40 Gives the 

once -over 


nriranH 

jinGnpi nRnnnnnnn 
■ nnfirP ^nnnnRR 

flnn 0 n nnR n n gK" 

9999 nnnRn nrarin 
ni3n nnr! n 

nnrnf? ranrarara 

nurm nnnre nnrann 


<3 G^oTar and | S^d^ea 
ti ofo* 8 SEplfan! 60 Egypt plBCe 

agar- „ggr 
s ter 1 - ■ SS-» 
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Bulgarians 

strike deal 
on reforms 

SOFIA (R) — Bulgaria’s care- 
taker government, struggling to 
pull the country from economic 
chaos, won assurances from 
trade unions Tuesday' that they 
would accept proposed price in- 
creases and ban strikes for seven 
month. 

■ Leaders of the three-week-old 
caretaker government and the 
official and independent trade 
unions signed an agreement 
Tuesday to accept liberalisation 
of all prices except electricity, 
gas, coal and petrol and would 
not call strikes before the end of 
July. 

The agreement said the 
freeing of state-controlled prices 
would take place before the end 
of January. The prices of a num- 
ber of essentials, including milk, 
bread, meat, butter, sugar, 
cooking oil and public transport 
would also be subject to change 
but kept under government con- 
trol. 

“This agreement is a real sup- 
port of the government in order 
to stop die crisis spi rallin g furth- 
er,” Prime Minsiter Dimitar 
Popov told reporters after sign- 
ing the document. 

Bulgaria's previous govern- 
ment of former communists 
bowed to pressure for a general 
strike and resigned last Novem- 
ber, having done little to relieve 
chronic food and fuel shortages 
and a S10 billion foreign debt. 

According to the govern- 
ment’s plan, wages will go up by 
70 per cent in mid January to 
compensate for increased prices. 

“We wifi not limi t the real 
consumption of the people, we 
will reconstruct it and we should 
not permit hunger,” Finance 
Minister Ivan Kostov told jour- 
nalists. 

The agreement also envisages 
a two-stage increase in interest 
rates and a liberalisation of the 
hard currency rate of Bulgaria’s 
national currency, die lev. 


World 


in 

PARIS (R) — The industrialised 
world has built up more rh«n 
three mouths supply of oil in 
case of a war in the Gulf, the 
West's energy watchdog body 
said Wednesday. 

The Paris-based International 
Energy Agency (IEA) said 
world oil ouput is at an eight- 
month high and stocks in indus- 
trialised nations are at their 
-highest since 1982. . 

Together with company 
stocks, the 24 industrialised 
countries in the organisation for 
Economic -Cooperation and De- 
velopment (OECD) have 469 
million tonnes of oil, it noted. 

Oil stocks rose at a rate of 
200,000 barrels per day (p/d) in 
the last three months of 1990, 
confounding earlier IEA projec- 
tions of a daily stock reduction 
of 500,000 b/d. 

Producer countries are hold- 
ing around 100 million barrels of 
unsold oil — between 50 and 60 
million more than twhibI — in 
preparation for a war if Iraq 
refuses to leave from Kuwait by 
a United Nations deadline next 
Tuesday. 

- Saudi Arabia and Iran, which 
together accounted for half of ojj 
output by the 13-member Orga- 
nisation of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) in the last 
three months of 1990, both 
boosted shipments in late De- 
cember as prospects of war in- 
creased. 

Faster OPEC output in De- 
cember helped raise world sup- 
plies, excluding net imports from 
the former centrally planned 
economies, to 543 milli on b/d in 
December, some 300,000 above 
November and the highest since 
May. 

Venezuela, the United Arab 
Emirates and Indonesia were 
credited with boosting OPEC 
output to 23.5 milli on b/d from 
233 millio n in November. 

Ample stocks and drive to- 


stacks up oil 

for war 



raise production since supplies 
of Iraqi and Kuwaiti crude cut 
off in the wake of the invasion 
last August, has helped calm the 
oil market. 

The price of benchmark North 
Sea Brent blend, was around 
$26.3(0 a barrel Wednesday. 

A Gulf war may send world 
futures markets into a frenzy and 
catapult oil prices up to $65 
barrel but Asia's oil refiners are 
topped up and ready for bad 
news. 

“We are already prepared for 
the worst,” said an official at 
Tawiwan's Chinese Petroleum 
Corp (CPC). 

Apia’s refiners have spent the 
last five months stock piling car- 
goes of crude oil and say a short 
disruption in Middle East sup- 
plies if a war breaks out wfl] not 
pose a problem. 

“A! the tanks are brimming,” 
.said a Japanese refiner. 

“You can see that from the 
lack of demand now,” said a 
trader for a European oil com- 
pany. “There’s been a bit of toe 
dangling in the water from Sooth 
Korea but that’s alL” 

“I personally will not worry,” 
said the Japanese refiner. “We 
expected a much colder winter 
and had to reduce crude proces- 
sing drastically so stocks are very 
high.” 

Taiwan now has about 140 
days worth of crude oil in stock 
in preparation for any disruption 
in supply caused by a war. In 
normal times, it holds about 90 
days worth of stocks. 

In addition, Taiwan has con- 
cluded option deals with major 
ofi companies to lift additional 
volumes of oil if necessary, 
amounting to another 10 to 15 
days supply. 

“So we’re very . comfortable/' 
said the CPC official. 

The main concern to buyers 
now is the hefty insurance pre- 
miums charged on voyages into 


the Gulf, and the problem of 
finding any vessel willing to load 
-at Saudi Arabia’s Gulf ports 
after the U.N. deadline. 

“We want to charter a vessel 
in the second half of January but 
no one wflJ give us an offer,” 
said the CPC official. 

“No one is quoting any insur- 
ance rates into the Gulf after 
Jan. 15,” a Singapore ship brok- 
er said. 

Insurance brokers say ship- 
ping companies that operate in 
the Middle East face a possible 
200 per cent increase in insur- 
ance rates if war breaks out in 
the Gulf. 

The other problem for buyers 
is that mines planted in the Golf 
shipping lanes could disrupt traf- 
fic. 

“The main thing I worry about 
.is that mines could prevent sail- 
ings into the Gulf — but even 
then the disruption to supply will 
be limited to a very short time,” 
said the Japanese refiner. 

During the eight year Iran- 
Iraq war, minesweepers cleared 
the shipping lanes and most 
tankers hit by missiles were able 
to proceed after repairs. 

However, since Aug. 2, refin- 
ers have diversified their supply 
sources away from the Gulf re- 
gion. Taiwan's optional supplies 
would come from West Africa, 
Australia, or Oman which is at 
the mouth of the Gulf, the 
CPC official said. 

Refiners would start feeling 
the pinch if a war drags on. 

“If a war lasts more than a 
month there would be a prob- 
lem,” said the CPC official. 



TOKYO — Stocks dosed firmer after a day of sluggish trading 
ahead of the U.S.-lraqi talks in Geneva. The Nikkei. Index 
finished 71.43 points up at 22,96937. 

SYDNEY — Heavy futures selling fuelled by the threat of a 
Middle East war helped drive the market Jowei^ftxv the fifth, 
trading day in a row. The All Ordinaries Index finished 4.4 points 

to r -T-T. " T. J 

HONG KONG — Hong K^g sio^ dc^ r K^f Iff Se^trade ! 
thinned by a meeting in Geneva between Washington and 
Baghdad. The Blue Chip Hang Seng Index, down some nine 
points in early trade, efimbed 18.18 points to dose at 3,027.60. 

SINGAPORE — Shares ended higher ahead of talks between the 
United States and Iraq on the Gulf crisis. The Straits Times 
Industrial Index rose 6.70 points 1,167.29. 

FRANKFURT — Shares jumped 1.6 per cent in extremely 
nervous trade, lifted by speculation that the length of a meeting 
between U.S. and Iraqi foreign ministers in Geneva could signal a 
peaceful outcome to the Gulf crisis. The 30-share Dax Index 
climbed 2131 points to 1,375.16. 

PARIS — Optimism for peace in the Gulf propelled French shares 
higher in active afternoon trading. The GAC-40 Blue Chip Index 
surged 49.42 points, or 339 per cent, to 1,552.19. 

ZURICH — Shares dosed firmer in thin trading as Gulf peace 
talks in Geneva continued longer than expected, nourishing hopes 
that war could be avoided. The All-Share SPI Index rose 113 
points or 133 per cent to 876.9. 

LONDON — Prices were firm but below the da y’s bes t levels on 
hopes of a diplomatic solution in the Gulf. The FTSE-100 Index 
was up 283 points at 2,128.1. 

NEW YORK — Blue Chips were trading at fresh highs, gaining 
strength from hopes of a peaceful end to the Gulf crisis. The Dow 
was up 40 points at 2/>50. 
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US. dottw 
Found Sterling 
Deutscbemaxt 
Swiss franc 
French franc 
J apanese yen (foe 100) 
Dutch guilder 
Swedish crown 
Italian Bn (for 100) 
Belgian franc (for 10) 


432.8 
51 53 

127.5 

487.5 

383.9 
1163 
57.6 

210.1 


435.4 

518.4 
1283 

490.4 
3863 
117.0 
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World Bank 
may reward 
Iran stand 

WASHINGTON (R) — The 
World Bank is expected to^ 
approve this month its first loan 
to Iran in more than 10 years in a 
move diplomats said seemed de- 
signed to reward it for support- 
ing the U.S.-led drive to get Iraq 
out of Kuwait. 

The loan — $250 million to 
help Iran rebuild after a major 
«frffiquake last Tune — will be 

- 1*7 ankfjj 


board on Jan. 17. 

Diplomats said Iran's decision! 
to support the United Nations 
ban on trade with Iraq should 
help pave the way for a resum- 
.tions of Worid Bank lending to 
Tehran. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
l eading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 

One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.9005/15 

U.S. dollars. 

1.1518/28 

Canadian dollars 

1.5378/85 

Deutschemarks 

1.7345/55 

Dutch guilders 

1.2947/54 

Swiss francs 

31.68/73 

Belgian francs 

5.2200/50 

French francs 

1156/7 

Italian lire 

136.15/25 

Japanese yen 

5.7270/20 

Swedish crowns 

6.0180/30 

Norwegian crowns 

5.9280/30 

Danish crowns 

38930/389.80 

U.S. dollars 


Romania 
to sack 
200,000 
workers 

BUCHAREST (R) — The 
Romanian government plans to 
fire about 200,000 metal workers 
and miners as part of a drive to 
save power and raw materials, 
an official spokesman has said. 

“About 200,000 metallurgical 
workers and miners working in 
non-ferous pits will be made 
redundant and will get 50 per 
cent of their pay for the next 
month as unemployment be- 
nefits,” government spokesman 
Bogdan Baltazar told Retuers. 

Bucharest radio quoted Prime 
Minister Petre Roman as telling 
ministers that Romania faced 
great difficulties due to a severe 
shortage of resources and pow- 
er. 

The Gulf crisis has had a 
severe impact on Romania, 
which depeneded on Iraq for 
one quarter of its oil imports. 

Germany has offered to supp- 
ly 390 megawatts of electricity to 
Romania between January and 
March to help citizens get 
through the winter. 

The redundancies will be the 
first bitter taste of a market 
economy for Romanian workers 
accustomed to 45 years of rigid 
state planning, where subsidised 
non-profitable industries created 
an illusion of secure jobs. 

“We have to deal with 200,000 
cases. Some workers do not 
want to leave, others are not 
qualified for new jobs, those 
who are relocated claim good 
housing, schools for their chil- 
dren and jobs for their wives,” 
Baltazar said. 

“We have already started to 
relocate workers in other bran- 
ches but the chances are not 
terrific,” he said. 

Meanwhile, Romania's 
month-on-month inflation rate 
in November was 23.4 per cent, 
according to the country’s first 
Western-style consumer price in- 
dex. 

National Board of Statistics 
(NBS) experts, quoted by the 
official Rompres news agency, 
described the rise from October 
as “unexpectedlly small.” 

. . _The consumer price index, a 
main measure, of .inflation, was 
LroanpuaBd fwxtefim timfegsing 
}-*fb0 Iifflpeyres'focrnftda common 
to most Western market econo- 
mies, NBS Vice-President Alex- 
andre Radocea told reporters. 

“Inflation itself was a non- 
word in socialist economics, as 
the theory said the phenomenon 
was strictly a reflex of capitalist 
economies,” one Romanian ex- 
pert said. 

Romania’s National Salvation 
Front government pledged after 
the December 1989 uprising 
which toppled Stalinist dictator 
Nicolae Ceausescu to move from 
a centrally planned to a market- 
style economy. 
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Saudi banks mobilise 
for Gulf war cash run 


BAHRAIN (R) — Saudi Ara- 
bia's joint-venture banks have 
prepared for panic withdrawals 
which may follow a possible out- 
break of war in the Gulf after 
Tuesday’s deadline expires for 
Iraq to withdraw from Kuwait. 

Saudi-based bankers said 
Wednesday the kingdom’s nine 
joint-venture banks, flush with 
cash, could cope with any sud- 
den loss of deposits and ex- 
pected sharply higher 1990 pro- 
fits despite the Gulf crisis. 

“We're not expecting a run on 
banks in general, but I sleep well 
at night because I know we're 
totally prepared for any 
emergency,” Mehli Mistri, man- 
aging director of Saudi Amer- 
ican Bank (Samba) the country’s 
largest joint venture, told Reu- 
ters. 

“The banks are well geared up 
in terms of liquidity — we will 
not be caught by surprise this 
time,” Aman Mehta, managing 
director of Saudi British Bank, 
told Reuters. 

“There’s no sign of a panic yet 
but if there is it won’t cause 
problems in balancing our books 
or meeting depositor demands. 
We could take a fairly severe 
shock,” he added. 

Bankers say the kingdom’s 
commercial banks lost around 11 
per cent of their total deposits in 
the month following Iraq's Aug. 
2 invasion of Kuwait, its north- 
ern neighbour. 

Since then cash from higher 
government oil revenues has 
flooded back into the system. A 
business boom fuelled by the 
influx of more than half a million 
foreign troops has more than 
compensated for the negative 
impact of the Gulf crisis. 

“People have held off on 
many expansion contracts and 
there have been lower orders of 
some consumer and basic goods 
but this has been more than 
offset by a myriad of other con- 
tracts on the defence side,” 
Mehta said. 

Bankers said they did not be- 
lieve Saudis would rush to with- 
draw money if war broke out 
because six weeks had gone by' 
since the United Nations had 
authorised the use of force 
against Iraq if it didn’t withdraw 


PIANO 
For Sale 

English-made Chap- 
pel piano in excellent 
condition. 

For more informa- 
tion please call Tel. 
681716 


Wanted a teacher with an excellent command in 
English for a girl at I.C:S. Class 9 in the afternoons. 

Please call Colette, tel. 677430 between 9 am 
and 2 pm. 


Die Deutsche Botschaft Amman infor- 
miert 

An alle Deutschen fin Jordanien: 

1m Hinblick auf die besondere Lage Jordaniens 
empfiehlt das Auswartige Amt alien Deutschen in Jorda- 
nien die sofortige Ausreise. 

Alle Deutsche, die noch nicht von den Vertrauensleuten 
informiert wurden, werden gebeten sich umgehend mit 
der Botschaft (Tel: 689351) in Verbindung zu setzen. 


BRITISH EMBASSY ANNUAL 
NOTICE TO ALL BRITISH 
NATIONALS LIVING IN JORDAN 

Have you registered with the British Embassy? If you are a 
British citizen and live In Jordan please contact the British 
Embassy, Consular Section, in order to obtain a registration 
form. 

If you have registered during 1990 please confirm your 
continuing presence in Jordan by re-registering as soon as 
possible. Please also notify the Consular Section about any 
changes of address and/or telephone number. Such con- 
firmation is in the interests of all British nationals in Jordan. 

If names are not re-registered within three months the 
•Embassy will be obliged to consider that those concerned 
:have left foe country. The names will accordingly be deleted 
from foe register. 

If you are a citizen of a Commonwealth country which does 
not have a Embassy or Consulate in Jordan please ask the 
British Embassy, Consular Section, about registration formali- 
ties. . - 

The British Embassy Is located In Abdoun, near the 
Orthodox Club. 

Telephone 823100. The Post Office Box Number Is 87. 

The Consular Section Is open from Sunday until 
Thursday 0830 - 1200 hours. 


from Kuwait by Jan. 15. 

“People have had a chance to 
withdraw their money already. 
There could be some withdraw- 
als if there was a sharp escalation 
in the situation but I doubt they 
will be massive,” Mistri said. 

The bankers said each Saudi 
bank bad prepared for a major 
panic by boosting riyal liquidity 
and keeping large floats of fore- 
ign currency and travellers che- 
ques. 

They had also restructured ba- 
lance sheets, sharply boosting 
levels of disposable assets. 

- Some h anks said they could 
withstand losing up to 50 per 
cent of their total deposits. 
Bankers said the system as a 
whole could easily cope with the 
loss of 15-20 per cent. 

Steps taken by the Saudi Ara- 
bian Monetary Agency (SAMA) 
also helped banks maintain then- 
liquidity over the past few 
months. 

SAMA introduced a dollar 
swa factlty for Saudi banks two 
months ago. In August, it raised 
the amount h anks could borrow 
through a repurchase facility to 
50 per cent of their holdings for 
government bonds. Both mea- 
sures are still in effect. 

Bankers said they had quietly 
stepped up security against 
sabotage in the past few weeks. 

Contingency plans included 
lessons learned from die Kuwaiti 


crisis — banks had duplicated 
essential records and had backup 
computer systems in place. 

On Monday SAMA sent a 
druclar asking banks to ensure 
that their account records were 
safe, that liquidity was high 
enough to prevent interbank 
borrowing, and that they would 
be able to service customers at any 
branch in the kingdom. 

“We’re prepared for anything 
short of a direct nuclear attack,” 
one banker commented. 

Mistri said Samba, owned 40 
per cent by Citibank, expected a 
20-25 per cent increase in 1990 
profit over the previous year’s 
total of 421.7 million riyals 
($1 12.4 million). 

“It was a good year for us in 
spite of the August events. To 
some extent b anks have benefi- 
ted from the crisis,” he said. 

Mehta declined to give an 
estimate but said Saudi British, 
owned 40 per cent by British 
Bank of the Middle East, also 
anticipated much higher 1990 
profit. The bank's nine-month 
net profit of 142.2 million riyals 
($38 million) was 15 per cent 
higher than the whole of 1989. 

United Saudi Commerical 
Bank, one of the kingdom’s 
smaller joint ventures, said it 
expected a 30 per cent rise in net 
1990 profit from the previous 
year’s 95.3 million riyals ($25.4 
million). 



Kenwood with 6 separate components: 

1 . KA-78 Amplifier with remote control . 1 1 0 WX 2 music power 

2. LS-W370 new super Woofer Speakers System, 140 W max 
I/P (JL-W970 base fty low frequencies + JL-S370 columns 
for high frequencies) 

3. KX-68 Double Cassette Deck. 

4. KT-58 Synthesizer Tuner. 

5. DP-3010 Compact Disk with remote control. 

6. GE-5010 Equalizer. 

Valid 2-year warranty starting 31/6/90. 

Selling, price $1 ,950. 

For further Information please contact Antal at TeL 831924. 
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JORDAN EXPRESS CO. 

Would like to announce that it has the ability to ship by air 


ex 

AMMAN 

Airport 



LAKNAKA 

Airport . 
within 24 hrs 


If you have any urgent shipment, please call 662722 
or 662723 for booking 


Canada 


For Businessmen, Contractors, Traders Sr. 
Engineers, Professors, Doctors, Enter- 
preneurs & Executives over 55 years old 

Have you discussed and thought of: 

* Your children education, work and future after gra- 
duation 

"Residing and retiring in your golden age 

* Health care for you and your family 

You are invited to discuss your request personally with 

THE GENERAL MANAGER 

MR. NABIL SAHEB 

MARRIOTT AMMAN JAN. 10-13 TEL: 660100 
FOR APPOINTMENTS, IN YOUR AREA, CALL NOW 


CANADA IMMIGRATION & INVESTMENT CONSULTANT? 
CP Box 187, Momoriai, Quebec, Canada. H2W2M9 
Tel (514) 8433172 7 8437261 FAX (51 4) 8436773 
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Soviet armoured cars take up positions in Vilnius 


Yeltsi n condemns Kremlin order 

Georgia rejects ultimatum, warns of war 


U.S. voices 


concern 


Race barriers abolished 

at some S. Africa schools 


over Soviet 
crackdown 


MOSCOW (R) — Boris Yeltsin, 
president of the Russian Federa- 
tion, Wednesday condemned a 
Kremlin order to send para- 
troops to enforce conscription in 
rebellious republics and said it 
would lead to violence. 

‘‘I am against such a decision. 
Violence leads to greater vio- 
lence. We must, therefore, 
negotiate," Yeltsin told repor- 
ters after meeting Japanese par- 
liamentarians. 

The Soviet Defence Ministry 
said Monday it was sending 
. thousands of extra paratroops to 
several areas, including the Bal- 
tics, where the military draft has 
been defied with the encourage- 
ment of local authorities. 

The United States has conde- 
mned the Soviet decision and 
urged Moscow to abandon its 
crackdown. 

Yeltsin, an increasingly bitter 
critic of Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev, said: “This is a fron- 
tal attack. There will be a frontal 
attack in response. 

“Here it is necessary to sit 
down with each republic and 
very carefully examine the ques- 
tion and find the solution." 

Yeltsin cited recent examples 
of negotiated settlements be- 
tween the Kremlin and restive 
republics, including a budget 
compromise with Russia. 

He said he was discussing with 
the Defence Ministry the possi- 
ble use of 1,000 army recruits to 
work on the Moscow metro, 
which is chronically short of 
labour. 

Nationalists in the three Baltic 
republics of Latvia. Lithuania 
and Estonia regard Soviet forces 
as an army of occupation. The 
republics were annexed by the 
Soviet Union during World War 

n. 

Other targets for tougher draft 
enforcement include the south- 
ern republic of Georgia — which 
also wants to break away from 
the Soviet Union — Moklovia 
and parts of the Ukraine. 

Monday's Defence Ministry ■ 
order said draft evasion was un- 
acceptable in some parts of the 


country. Only 10 per cent of 
conscripts had reported in Geor- 
gia and 12.5 per cent in 
Lithuania. 

The Lithuanian News Agency 
ELTA said local officials had 
counted 108 Soviet military vehi- 
cles, including armoured cars, 
arriving near the capital, Vil- 
nius. early Tuesday morning 
from a nearby military base. 

Estonian Prime Minister 
Edgar Savisaar, also in Moscow, 
said the Defence Ministry order 
was really aimed at overcoming - 
Baltic independence move- 
ments. He warned of serious 
consequences. 

“The situation is whipped up 
and the consequences could be 
most serious — blood could 
flow.” Savisaar told a news con- 
ference. 

Meanwhile the parliament of 
rebel Georgia Wednesday re- 
jected an ultimatum from Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev on 
the use of its national police and 
warned it would regard as “an 
act of war” any attempt to en- 
force it. 

Georgian journalists said the 
parliament in the Transcauca- 
sian republic’s capital, Tbilisi, 
voted unanimously to defy a 
Gorbachev order to pull police 
out of the troubled territory of 
South Ossetia. 

“If an attempt is made to 
forcefully remove detachments 
of Georgian police from this 
region, the Supreme Soviet of 
Georgia will consider this as an 
effective declaration of war 
against the Georgian Republic," 
the resolution said, according to 
the journalists. 

TASS news agency said the 
Transcausian military district 
had despatched, paratroopers to 
the South Ossetian capital of 
Tskhinvali, where one man was 
shot dead Tuesday. 

The shooting brings the total 
killed in recent violence between 
Georgians and Ossetians to four. 

The Georgian parliament de- 
nounced Gorbachev's order as 
“outright interference in the in- 
ternal affairs of a sovereign re- 


public." 

“These actions of the centre 
are an act of intimidation against 
a sovereign republic which had 
declared its refusal to sign the 
union treaty," the resolution 
said, in a reference to the Krem- 
lin's proposed treaty binding the 
centre to the republics. 

Meanwhile the Soviet army 
moved military vehicles into 
strategic positions in Lithuania’s 
capital Wednesday in a show of 
force in the breakaway Baltic 
republic, the republic’s news 
agency said. 

The Lithuanian News Agency 
ELTA said five armoured per- 
. sonnel carriers had been de- 
ployed outside the city’s Televi- 
sion Technical Centre and other 
buildings including the main 
newspaper printing house. 

It said 10,000 pro- 
independence demonstrators 
rallied in the main square in 
front of the parliament building 
after an appeal by Lithuanian 
Radio to turn out and defend 
parliament from assault by 
Soviet forces. 


“We call on as many people as 
possible to gather around the 
parliament,” the radio said in 
special appeals in both Lithua- 
nian and Russian. 

The radio quoted members of 
the breakaway republic's State 
Defence Council as saying an 
aircraft carrying 50 paratroopers 
and their officers bad landed at 
Vilnius Airport. 

The Lithuanian News Agency 
ELTA quoted the Defence 
Council as saying military heli- 
copters were also landing at the 
aiiport. 

ELTA said thousands of peo- 
ple in the Russian and Polish 
districts around Vilnius were 
massing at the call of the pro- 
Moscow “Yedinstvo” (Unity) 
group to march toward die par- 
liament where a new prime 
minister is to be elected. 

It said demonstrators were 
carrying slogans calling for the 
replacement of both the govern- 
ment and the parliament, which 
has led the Baltic republic in its 


Bhutto aides detained before by-elections 


KARACHI, Pakistan (R) — 
Police arrested more than 20 
senior members of opposition 
leader Benazir Bhutto's Pakistan 
People’s Party (PPP) Wednes- 
day in the southern province of 
Sind, a party spokesman said. 

Those arrested included for- 
mer Sind Province Chief Minis- 
ter Aftab Shahban Mi rani, par- 
ty Deputy Secretary-General 
Nabi Dad Khan, three provincial 
ministers and a former provin- 
cial assembly speaker, Karachi 
PPP President Iqbal Haider said. 

No police confirmation was 
immediately available. 

Police said they were investi- 


gating the PPP report about the 
arrests at Gbaro, 65 kilometres 
east of Karachi. 

“All of them have been de- 
tained in the Gbaro Police Sta- 
tion/’ Haider said. 

The PPP members were 
travelling to the Sujawal area to 
help a PPP candidate, Wahid 
Soomro, contest a by-election 
Thursday, he said. 


PPP, which leads the four-party 
Pakistan Democratic Alliance 


(PDA), Haider said. 

More than 20 other people 
were picked up earlier in Thatta, 
120 kilometres east of Karachi, 
as the country prepares for 
several by-elections Thursday, 
he said. 


The provincial assembly seat 
at Sujawal fell vacant afteT a PPP ' 
member died of a heart attack 
last month. 

Police have raided the homes 
of more than 40 activists of the 


He could not give the exact 
number of arrests as he said 
details had yet to reach his 
office. 

Bhutto has alleged that Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharifs ruling 
Islamic Democratic Alliance 
plans to rig the by-elections. 


Curfew clamped on Haiti 
capital after failed coup 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (R) — 
Sporadic gunfire, scattered 
street barricades and roving 
crowds in pursuit of Duvalierist 
thugs kept tensions high in this 
Caribbean nation Tuesday, one 
day after the army crushed a 
coup attempt. 

The dead were still being 
counted following Monday’s 
aborted coup and radio stations 
put the toll at about 50, mostly 
suspected members of the 
dreaded Tontons Macoutes who 
supported coup leader Roger 
Lafontant. Many of those killed 


were stoned or hacked to death 
and then burned in the streets. 

Lafontant, a former interior 
'minister under ousted dictator 
Jean-Claude “baby doc" Duva- 
lier. is a reputed leader of the 
Macoutes. a paramilitary force 
founded during the Duvalier 
family's 29-year rule. 

Lafontant tried to seize power 
Monday and prevent populist 
Roman Catholic priest Jean- 
Bertrand Aristide, the landslide 
winner last month of Haiti's first 
truly democratic elections, from 
taking power on Feb. 7. 


Sikh 
militants 
kill 12 
Hindus in 
Punjab 


U.S. Navy scrambles 
to replace cancelled jet 


WASHINGTON (AP) — De- 
fence Secretary Dick Cheney's 
decision to cancel the A-12 
attack plane leaves the navy 
scrambling for a replacement 
amid rampant speculation about 
a possible candidate. 

In the meantime, the Penta- 
gon said Tuesday it would try to 
recover about Si. 9 billion that 
had been paid to the aircrat’s 
two contractors. General Dyna- 
mic Corp. and McDonnell 
Douglas Corp.. on the A-12 
programme. 

Cheney, in announcing the 
cancellation late Monday, said 
the contractors were in default 
on a fixed-price contract to build 
eight prototypes of the Stealth 
1 attack plane. 

To date, the Pentagon has 
paid S3.1 billion on the S4.S 
billion contract and received 
SI .2 billion in deliverable goods 
and services. Pentagon spokes- 
man Pete Williams told repor- 
ters. 

“We have basically said the 


contractor did not meet its 
obligations. It hasn't given us 
everything that we paid it for. so 
we're going to go back and get 
that money back.” Williams 
said. 


The cancellation of the A-12 is 
the largest weapons programme 
the Pentagon has ever termin- 
ated. ‘Although the programme 
is classified secret, internal navy 
anc?- Defence Department re- 
ports released recently said the 
project was more than 18 
months behind schedule and at 
least SI billion over budget. 

The programme also is the 
focus of a federal criminal inves- 
tigation. 

“The picture with the A-12 is 
that we had a contract under 
which the contractor was not 
performing, was not doing the 
design, the assembly, the tests, 
and various other requirements 
of the contract — wasn't meeting 
the contract,” Williams said 
Tuesday. 


AMRITSAR, India (R) — Sus- 
pected Sikh militants lined up a 
kidnapped group of Hindus at a 
Punjab railway station and killed 
12 of them, Indian police said 
Wednesday. 

They quoted a survivor as 
saying the Sikhs rounded up 14 
Hindus in the northern state’s 
industrial city of Ludhiana late 
Tuesday and took them to a 
small country railway station ab- 
out 15 kilometres away. 

The militants, fighting for a 
separate Sikh homeland, lined 
the Hindus up and shot them. 

The unnamed survivor was 
quoted as saying he and a com- 
panion sprinted into the dark- 
ness as the line-up was taking 
place and escaped. 

After wandering terrified 
through the countryside all 
night, the survivor reported the 
incident to police Wednesday 
morning, police said. 

They said it was not im- 
mediately clear why these par- 
ticular Hindus had been selected 
for death. 

Sikh militants waging a 
decade-old campaign for an in- 
dependent homeland they call 
Khalistan (Land of the Pure) 
frequently attack Hindus. 

By doing so. militant organisa- 
tions hope to provoke a Hindu 
exodus from rich, agricultural 
Punjab, where Sikhs are only 
just a majority. 

They also hope to provoke an 
anti-Sikh backlash elsewhere in 
overwhelmingly Hindu India 
that would prompt Sikhs to head 
back to Punjab for safety. 


bid for restoration of its pre-war 
independence. 

Earlier, a spokesman for par- 
liament said five track-loads of 
Soviet Interior Ministry troops 
dressed in police uniforms were 
patrolling the square in front of 
parliament. He said military 
loudspeakers had been mounted 
on a nearby building. 

But the spokesman said offi- 
cials there viewed the moves as 
preparations for the Yedintsvo 
rally. 

The Soviet Defence Ministry 
said Monday it was sending 
thousands of extra paratroops to 
several areas, including the Bal- 
tics, where the military draft has 
been defied with the encourage- 
ment of local authorities. 

The Lithuanian government 
has resigned amid signs of the 
fresh confrontation brewing be- 
tween the Kremlin and the Bal- 
tic Republics over their defiance' 
of Soviet army conscription. 

“I resign with my cabinet of 
ministers," Prime Minister Kazi- 
mtera Prunskiene told the 
Lithuanian parliament Tuesday 
after it voted to suspend govern- 
ment plans for steep increases in 
food prices. 

The Lithuanian News Agency 
ELTA said the controversy over 
the price rises of up to 300 per 
cent could serve as a further 
pretext for action against the 
republic’s separatist movement. 

“According to unofficial in- 
formation, an attempt will be 
made... to storm and occupy by 
every means the Supreme Coun- 
cil building/’ he was quoted as 
saying by the parliament's in- 
formation office. 

The statement, carried ou 
Lithuanian Radio, urged people 
to guard against such an attack. 
“The only force which can pro- 
tect us is you, dear Lithuanian 
people/’ he said. 

“We wish to invite residents of 
Vilnius and other Lithuanian 
people to be ou duty tonight and 
tomorrow at the parliament. 
These days we must be decisive. 
Our cohesion and resolution are 
very essential now.” 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. administration has warned 
the Soviet Union that a crack- 
down on rebel Soviet republics 
jeopardises chances for a peace- 
ful easing of tensions, bnt plans 
to proceed with financial moves 
to help Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev. 


After a lengthy period of in- 
creasing warmth between Mos- 
cow and Washington, a chin has 
begun to develop as Gorbachev 
turns to stern measures to deal 
with ethnic unrest and mounting- 
economic woes. 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Ra- 
cial segregation in South Africa’s 
stae education system eased - 
Wednesday when blade pnpds 
where admitted to some white- 
schools at the start of a new 
term. 

Thirty-three primary and 
secondary schools in Transvaal 
province opened their doors to 
all races under a government 
programme announced last year 
which gives white parents the 
right to vote for non-racial 
education in the schools 
attended by their children. 

Another 171 schools -elsewhere 
■ in South Africa, where parents 
! also voted to admit blacks, will 
follow suit when their term starts 
later this month, making just 
over 10 per cent of previously 
all-white state schools open to 
all. 

Multi-racial private schools 
have been allowed for years. 


“We really need you, said 
Niels Frylinck, headmaster of 
Saxonwold Primary School in 
Johannesburg’s affluent northern 
suburbs, which had one of the 
largest black intakes. 

It registered more than 30 
black children, some commuting 
20 kilometres from die sprawling 
Soweto township to the west of 
the city, where schools are ro 
crisis through lack of funds and 
political boycotts. 

There seemed no 
apprehension among di e pup ils 
as they took their classroom 
seats, regardless of skin colour. 

“I am very happy- I already 
have a friend,” said Koketso 
Seloane, a bubbly seven-year- 
old Sowetan. 

Parents seemed to have more 
reservations than their children 
as they gathered before assem- 
bly at the small school, which 
bad a roll this year of about 225. 



Late Stalin aide 
stripped of honours 


White House spokesman Mar- Multi-racial Diivate schools bly at the small school, winch hero at Stalin’s side in the 1918- 
1m Fitzwater Tuesday aban- . aUovSU fc* years. bad a roll this year of about 225. 20 Russian Civil War between 

dooed the^ administration's _ — Bolsheviks and white forces, has 

muted public criticism of the , A m been increasingly condemned 

Kremlin and issued a stinging Urpplr CQUCHtlOIl HWUSlCr for his role in the dictator’s later 

rebuke of a decision to despatch bloody purges. His name 

to seven quits over the teacher’s death sWSKtfSJSj 

“The United States urges the A'rurrxrc ro\ _ _ and the withdrawal of a con- commanders, accused of being 


MOSCOW (R) — Klimenty 
Voroshilov, long a dose aide to 
late dictator Josef Statin and 
president of the Soviet Union 
during the 1950s, has been strip- 
ped of posthumous honours, the 
Soviet News Agency TASS re-v 
ported. TASS said the Soviet -: 
government had annulled dcci- ■ 
sions taken after his death in , 
1969 to name the Army General 
Staff Academy, a large anti- 
submarine warship and a De- 
fence Ministry sanatorium after 
him. Over the past four years 
Voroshilov, long praised as a 
hero at Stalin’s side in the 1918- . 
20 Russian Civil War between 
Bolsheviks and white forces, has : 
been increasingly condemned 
for bis role in the dictator's later 
bloody purges. His name 


“The United States urges the 
USSR to cease attempts at in- 
timidation and turn back to 
negotiations that are conducted 
free of pressure and the use of 
force,” Fitzwater said. 


The Soviet Defence Ministry 
has ordered thousands of para- 
troopers to the breakaway Baltic 
republics of Lithuania, Latvia 
arid Estonia, as well as Mouldo- 
va, the Ukraine, Georgia and 
Armenia. 

“This action represents a se- 
rious step towards an escalation 
of tension within the USSR and 
makes the peaceful evolution of 
relations among the peoples of 
the Soviet Union more diffi- 
cult,” Fitzwater said. 


ATHENS (R) — Greek Educa- 
tion Minister Vassilis Kontoyan- 
nopoulos resigned Wednesday 
following the death of a high 
school teacher in clashes over 
planned educational reforms, a 
government spokesman said. ' 

High school teacher Nik os 
Temponeras, 38, was hit on the 
bead and later died when a 
group of 25 people wielding iron 1 
bars clashed with students who 
had occupied their school in the 
Western port city of Patras. 

About 12 students were in-, 
jured in similar clashes around 
the country Wednesday. Some 
1,000 schools have been occu- 
pied or shut down since mid- 
December by students deman- 
ding more funds for education 


and the withdrawal of a con- 
troversial education reform bill 

Kontoyannopoulos, who had 
weathered a number of student 
and teacher protests as educa- 
tion minister after the conserva- 
tive government took office last 
April, was replaced by former 
National Economy Minister 
George Souflias. 

The Socialist and Communist 
opposition parties called on the 
government to resign over Tem- 
poneras ’s death. 

Thousands of students, 
teachers and parents, carrying 
black flags, marched to the 
Education Ministry. All high 
schools around the country re- 
mained closed Wednesday. 


Western spies, to death. He also 
made many public speeches de- 
scribing former top Bolsheviks 
shot by Stalin as “scum and 
traitors.” After Stalin's death in 
1953, he spoke in favour of new 
leader Nikita Khrushchev’s of 
joining a conspiracy by other 
former Stalin aides to restore a 


hard-line regime. Khrushchev 
had him removed from the pres- 
idency, then a purely ceremonial 
post, in 1960. But he was res- 
tored to official favour by 
Leonid Brezhnev, who replaced 
Khrushchev in 1964. 


Diplomats, anti-nuclear activists 
concede no hope for action now 


Travolta to marry 
actress Kelly 
Preston 


Republicans 
meet in 
Houston 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent Bush's hometown of Hous- 
ton will host the 1992 Republi- 
can National convention, the 
party has announced. 

Houston won the endorse- 
ment of the party's Site Selection 
Committee, a choice certain to 
be ratified on Jan. 25 by the 
Rebublican National Commit- 
tee. 

Barring a major political up- 
heaval. the Republicans will 
meet on Aug. 17 through 20, 
1992. to nominate Bush for a 
second term. Bush also has indi- 
cated his- intention to retain Dan 
Quayle as his vice president. 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
' Diplomats and anti-nuclear 
activists have conceded that they 
have no immediate hope of ban- 
ning all nudear tests in the face 
of U.S. and British opposition. 

Soviet and Third World dele- 
gates to a conference to expand 
the 1963 nudear test ban treaty 
hoped to amend the treaty to 
outlaw underground tests, the 
ony type still permitted by the 
treaty. 

They say that a total test ban 
will prevent about 15 nations on 
the verge of developing nudear 
weapons, including Iraq and 
Pakistan, from perfecting 
sohisticate weapons, which rer- 
require testing. 

However, the United States 
and Britain remain steadfast 
against a ban on undergound 
testing, saying it is necessary to 
ensure that weapons work and to 
test safety devices for them. 

The original three signers of 
the 1963 treaty — the United 
States, Britain, and Soviet Un- 
ion — must all agree to any 
amendment. 

“President (George) Bush 
properly decries Saddam Hus- 


sein's aggressive campaign to de- 
velop nudear weapons, and cor- 
rectly points to nuclear prolifera- 
tion as one of the greatest risks 
to the survival of mankind. Bat 
the president opposes the one 
measure that would slam the 
door on nuclear proliferation, a 
comprehensive test ban.” said 
Congressman Wayne Owens, a 
congressman from Utah. 

Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev Monday promised to end 
all Soviet underground nudear 
tests if the United States also 
agreed to halt its test Program- 
me, but Washington has always 
spurned such Soviet offers. 

The bead of the U.S. delega- 
tion, Mary Elizabeth Hoinkes, 
said Tuesday that not only would 
Washington block a total test 
ban amendment at the confer- 
ence but it will not partidpate in 
any future amendment confer- 
ences or pay its share of their 
cost 

The United States is paying 
about $84,000 of the approxi- 
mate $600, 000-cost of the 70- ■ 
nation conference, which 
opened Monday and ends on 
Jan. 18. 


Delegates now say their best 
hope is to try to set up a con- 
tinuing committee to keep the 
issue alive, lobby the U.S. and 
British public to support a test 
ban, and reconvene the confer- 
ence later. 

Iceland’s Finance Minister, 
Olafur Grimmson, said, “the 
conference should agree to con- 
tinue tiie negotiating process, 
that there should be another 
session of the conference in two 
or three years’ time” to adopt 
the ban. 

Ms. Hoinkes said nudear test- 
ing actually advances disarma- 
ment, riting U.S. progress in 
reducing the megatonnage of its 
weapons over the years by refin- 
ing them. 

She disagreed with critics who 
say a test ban would prevent 
Third World nations from de- 
veloping nuclear weapons, not- 
ing that any country can buy the 
technology to assemble a crude 
bomb on the blade market. 

Testing is only needed to re- 
fine sophisticated weapons, she 
said, and to eliminate design 
flaws and make weapons safer to 
handle. 


Amateur 
astronomer 
discovers new 
comet 


London denies skimping on rail safety to save money 


LONDON (AP) — Britain’s 
transport minister denied 
charges that the Conservative 
government has skimped on the 
state-nm rail network’s safety to 
save money. 

His comments came after a 
train aeddent Tuesday killed 
one man and injured 248 people. 

The crowded commuter train 
slammed into a crash barrier 
during morning rash hour at a 
London station. British Rail sug- 
gested brake failure might have 
caused the aeddent. 


kilometres per hour when it 
struck the crash barrier. 

“The driver put the brake on 
in the normal way and the train 
did not stop,” said Chris Green, 
director of Network Southeast, 
the busiest section of the nation- 
al railroad. 

However, he said the cause of 
the crash had not been deter- 
mined. 


Critics said the 10-car train, 
carrying about 1.000 passengers, 
was overcrowded. The 35-year- 
old train was due for replace- 
ment in two years. 

“The train in today’s aeddent 
had come to the end of its time. 
...It’s all down to money.” said 
David Sallery, spokesman for 
the Railway Development Socie- 
ty, a consumer group protesting 
government plans to cut rail 
subsidies. 


“There could be any number 
of reasons... there will be a full 
inquiry/’ he said. 

Passenger David Lloyd, 20, in 
the first car, said he heard the 
driver call out, “hold on, hold 
on” as the train pulled into the 
station. 


He said there was a deafening 
crash, and that he leaped from 
the train and saw the driver 
looking dazed. 

“He kept saying, ‘the brakes 
failed, the brakes failed”’ said 
Lloyd. 


dents before Tuesday killed 
seven people and injured more 
than 100. 

Bank employee Charlotte 
Stout was a few minutes away 
from the start of another work- 
ing day in London's financial 
district when her commuter train 
pulled into the Cannon Street 
Station Tuesday morning. 

Suddenly, with a deafening 
bang, the train seemed to col- 
lapse in on itself. Commuters 
who had been standing around 
her preparing to get off were 
hurled in every direction. 

“Suddenly bodies were falling 
everywhere.” said Stout, 20. 

The train bad hit the crash 
barriers at the station, collapsing 
the fifth and sixth carriages in 
the 10-car train. 

Bleeding passengers poured 
off the train. Dazed executives 
in blood-splattered pinstriped 
suits staggered along the plat- 
form. 


gjed centre cars with his head 
gashed by a foiling briefcase. 

“I heard cries from the back of 
my carriage in the centre of tile 
train and looked round. ...All 
the seats had gone, there wasn’t 
a lot left really,” said Pierce. 

Accountant Rosemary 
Waren, who was travelling on 
another train, heard nothing as 
her train pulled in. She walked 
into Platform 3 just after the 
crash. 

“I saw people standing or sit- 
ting on the floor with blood on 
their faces, mostly around then- 
mouths as if they had bitten their 
tongues and lips,” said Ms. 
Waren. 

“It was quite quiet. There was 
no shouting, whistling, sirens.... 
Then about a dozen police ar- 
rived and began shouting to peo- 
ple to get out of the way for the 
emergency services." 

Some survivors were lifted 


CLOUDCROFT, New Mexico 
(AP) — A new comet was disco- 
vered by an amateur astronomer 
peering through a telescope with 
a 16-inch (41-centimetre) mirror 
that he had ground by hand. “It 
looked like a cotton ball with a 
real bright condensed centre,” 
said Howard B rewin gt on, an 
electronics technician. “It was 
almost starlight, diffused, fuzzy- 
like.” Brewington, who has disc- 
overed another Comet on Nov. 
16, 1989, said he saw the comet 
at 9:13 p.m. Sunday (0213 GMT 
Monday) in the south sky in the 
area of the pisces constellation. 
He said Monday he hunts for 
*2?** eve ry clear moonless 
mgrt, but Sunday night was his 
lucky night as he scanned the 
skies from his back yard. “It has 
been overeast the last few nights, 
so I hadn’t been able to hunt,” 
said Brewington, who lives in 
the mountainous CIoudcToft 
area of southern New Mexico. 
But last night was a perfect 
“gbt. “I had swept the 

northern part of the sky a few 

nights ago, so I made a few 
sweeps across the sky and at 9:11 


Transport Minister Roger 
Freeman said the accident was 
cause “for serious concern,” but 
denied the network was disre- 
garding safety to save money. 

Firemen took nearly five 
hours to cut free 15 passengers 
trapped in the two mangled cen- 
tre cars. One man was cut from 
the wreckage alive but died on 
his way to the hospital, officials 
said. 


The accident occurred as the 
train arrived in the Cannon 
Street Station in London's finan- 
cial district from Sevenoaks, ab- 
out 32 kilometres southeast of 
London. British Rail said the 
train was travelling about 8 


The impact buried the sixth 
car on top of the fifth, flinging 
passengers abound the cars and 
trapping some in wreckage. 
Green said of the 248 people 
injured. 30 of them were serious- 
ly hurt. 

In December 1988, 35 people 
were killed and 500 injured in a 
three-train crash at a busy junc- 
tion in south London after faulty 
wiring caused a red stop signal to 
remain green. 

On Monday, magistrates 
ordered British Rail to face a 
criminal trial over that aeddent. 
An inquiry cited “dangerous 
working practices” by British 
Rail staff. If convicted, the rail- 
way could face huge fines. 

Three subsequent rail acd- 
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decker bus helped feny victims 
to hospital. 

At least one died and at least 
180 were hurt, officials said. 

Sirens wailed over the narrow 
streets surrounding the 19th- 
century station in the city of 
London, the one- square-mile 
(1.6-square-kilometre) interna- 
tional financial district at the 
heart of the British capital. 


double- paramedics applied bandages on 
victims the platform or in the station 
lobby. 

at least The most seriously injured 
said. were taken oat on stretchers 
narrow covered with blankets. At one 
e 19tb- point a black wood coffin was 
city of wheeled into the station, 
ire-mile As firemen cut into the wreck- 
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pace in the city of London on 
normal business days, ground to 
a halt as police cars cleared 
space for ambulances. 

John Pierce, a tax official, 
escaped from one of the man- 


Cannon Street, one of the 
landmark rail stations built bv 
the Victorians in the last cen- 
tury, was badly bombed in 
World War n but its two hug!? 
ornamental Victorian towers on 
the riverside were preserved. 


“ Wd5 - 1 “Jew immediately that 
Hi™? a comet/’ He said be 
telephoned the International 
Astronomical Union (IAU) — a 
Smithsonian Institution in Cam- 
endge, Massachusetts, where 
astronomical findings must be 
^ rmed - “Usually after- 
to scnd a ^ 
“H™. be said. “But I de- 

ad^ to caU just to see if I could 

catch someone there, and I did.” 
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Akm Hale, a New Mexico State 
graduate student 
S£*!2L at *e Kitt Peak 
AS^ ry J vcst of Tucson, 
verified the new com- 


LOS ANGELES (R) — John. 
Travolta, star of Look Who’s/ 
Talking and Urban Cowboy, ha ’ - 
become engaged to actress Kerff 
Preston and given her a giant 
six-carat yellow and white di- 
amond ring, Travolta’s spokes- 
man said. It win be the first 
marriage for 36-year old Travol- 
ta and the second for Preston, 
28, who stars in the new film 
Run. THe Couple became en- 
gaged at midnight on New 
Years’s Eve in the Swiss resort 
of Gstaad, spokesman Paul 
Bloch said. Travolta and Preston 
first met in 1988 when they 
appeared together in the fihn 
The Experts and met again later 
in Canada, Bloch said. Actress 
Sally KeHennan and her hus- 
band, producer Jonathan 
-Kxame, were with the couple 
when they became engaged. No 
•date has been set for the wed- 
ding, Bloch added. 
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